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Palestinians herded to new camp in Libya 

CAIRO (AFP) — Some 250 Palestinians refugees 
forced out of a desert camp on the Libyan- Egyptian 
border have been moved into a new camp in eastern 
Libya where conditions are difficult, a relative said 
Tuesday. The Egyptian wife of one of the refucees 
said they are now in a camp near Tabrouk, apparent! v 
an abandoned military base, which has no beds or 
drinking water. The refugees had camped out on the 
Egyptian border since 1995 when Libyan leader 
Mu am mar Qadhafi ordered the expulsion of 30.000 
Palestinians from his country to show the “failure" of 
the peace accords with Israel. Egypt refused to gram 
them entiy because they did not have valid travel doc- 
uments. The refugees refused ro return to Libva 
before they were guaranteed they would eet their con- 
fiscated property back. 
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! Uday says he expects to fully recover 

! BAGHDAD cAPi — President S.:Jd;im Hussein \ son 
] said Tuesday he expects to fully recover from surgery 
j after injuries suffered in a Decent her assassination 
i attempt. and hopes to be walking within Jaw Gemun 
j and Iraqi doctor* operated on Uday Hussein Sunday to 
i repair his shattered left leg. Uday said. Un Sunday. ofl»- 
I ciais said the sureerx was to remote a hulle! that k>dgcd 
! near L’day's spine “1 will be able to walk on my feet 
j agair. within several days, or several weeks." Uduy :okl 
j AP television from Ih;i Sina Hospital in Baghdad. L’day 
j has been hospitalised since December w hen gunmen shot 
j him seme !0 times as he waited in a e.ir in a posh Bagh- 
dad suburb. l. iLy said he expects In he fully recnv eted — 
j lo the point where he can lake pari in spuin’* — w nhin six 
I month-. Before the assassination atienipi, Uday was 
j regirded as hs> father’s heir ,ipp.irenl. 
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Peruvian soldiers storm residence killing all 
14 rebels; one hostage and two soldiers dead 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
■with agency dispatches 

PERUVIAN TROOPS 
stormed the Japanese 
ambassador's residence 
and freed 72 VIP hostages 
here Tuesday in a daring 
and surprise rescue opera- 
tion that brought a dramat- 
ic end to an IS- week 
hostage crisis. One 
hostage died, a Peruvian 
judge and two Peruvian 
soldiers. Twenty-five 
hostages were lightly 
injured. All of the 14 
hostage-takers were killed 


in the operation, police 
said. 

Bursts of automatic 
weapons fire rang out 
around the compound as 
about 140 masked, camou- 
flage-clad troops toting 
automatic weapons took to 
the roof of the white-pil- 
lared mansion. 

Several explosions 
rocked the compound, 
sparking small fires and 
leaving thick plumes of 
black smoke hovering 
over the area. 

One of the hostages. 
Peruvian Foreign Minister 
Francisco Tudela. suffered 


a foot injury in the opera- 
tion. according to local 
television. 

Dozens of people in 
civilian clothing who 
appeared to be hostages 
were seen crawling on 
their hands and knees 
from the embassy resi- 
dence under escort by 
Peruvian security forces. 

Military helicopters 
buzzed low overflying the 
scene in upscale San 
Isidro, as black smoke was 
been seen pouring from 
the interior of the Japan- 
ese embassy residence 
from an interior patio and 


outside windows. 

A large explosion then 
rocked the building, send- 
ing dense smoke skyward. 
It was not immediately 
known if all of the 
hostages had been evacu- 
ated prior to the blast, as 
at least two fires raged. 

A CNN Television pro- 
ducer said the hostages 
who escaped were from 
the second floor, where 
the most important of the 
72 elite Japanese. Peru- 
vian and Bolivian 
hostages were held includ- 
ing Japanese Ambassador 
Morihisu Aoki w-ho was 


taken to hospital right 
after his release, thought 
to be in good health after 
he talked to the Japanese 
prime minister. 

As martial music blared 
over loudspeakers, troops 
were shown on CNN 
cheering and waving to 
media cameras in celebra- 
tion of an apparent end to 
the crisis which has 
embarrassed President 
Fujimori's government. 
The president was seen 
very cheerful as he arrived 
lo the scene and entered 
the building. One was 
shown taking down the 


rebel flag the guerrillas 
had planted on the resi- 
dence roof alonside the 
Japanese fijg. 

I'.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton was informed and was 
monitoring the situation, 
the White House said m 
Grand Forks. North Dako- 
ta. 

The Tupac Amaru Revo- 
lutionary Movement 
t.MRTAi rebels had been 
demanding the release of 
some 440 of their jailed 

(Continued on page 2) 


j Peru rebel says fight against I 
j ‘‘system of repression” will go on j 

LIMA iAFPi — A spokesman lor the M.'txisi rebels 
pledged Tuesday the fight against a ’\y stein of repres- 
sion” would go or. 

“We -re not going to continue the war against a presi- 
dent. but rather against a brutal -x stent o! repression that 
exists in sisv country." a ".stale tciiorism that deities the 
righr to education and to j sob." Tupac Attuiiu iMK \» 
spokesman Isaac Yeij'/co sjul on CNN television from 
Hamburg. Germany. 

Shortly after security forces vionued the residence in a 
rumble of explosions and gunfire, the rebel sp,4.c*.iii:in in 
effect said the members ot the MRTA comiiMuJo were 

i Continued on page 2 i 


Arafat slams Netanyahu's 
remarks amidst hopes he 
will pull peace out of crisis 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
Presidenr Yasser Arafat dis- 
missed on Tuesday remarks 
by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
settlement building in Arab 
East Jerusalem, saying the 
Israeli premier talked too 
much. 

“He (is) used to speak too 
much.” Mr. .Arafat, speak- 
ing in English, told 
reporters in Gaza. 

Mr. Arafat was referring 
to a statement on Sunday by 
Mr. Netanyahu that a cor- 


ruption scandal, now appar- 
ently behind him. was moti- 
vated in part by a refusal of 
opposition members to 
accept his decision to build 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

"They refuse to accept the 
facr that the people voted 
for us and not for them. 
They refuse to accept the 
fact that we are building on 
Har Homa, they refuse to 
accept our efforts to protect 
the unity "of Jerusalem...,” 
Mr. Netanyahu said. 

Arafat reiterated that Jew- 
ish settlement building at 


Jabal Abu Ghneim went 
against peace agreements 
and said that the Palestini- 
ans would prevent it. 

"We have all the capabili- 
ties to prevent him 
(Netanyahu).” Mr. Arafat 
said without elaborating. 

Meanwhile, Palestinians 
have expressed hope that 
Mr. Netanyahu will concen- 
trate on pulling Middle East 
peacemaking out of its cri- 
sis now that he has survived 
a corruption scandal. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli troops arrest Palestinians 
at mobile roadblocks ahead of ‘Eid 


RAM ALLAH (AFP) — 
Israeli troops made wide- 
spread use of “flying road- 
blocks" to arrest suspected 
Palestinian militants travel- 
ling around the occupied 
territories during the Mus- 
lim holidays, Palestinian 
sources said Tuesday. 

At least 40 Palestinians, 
mostly university students, 
were picked up in the latest 
crackdown which coincid- 
ed with the ‘Eid Al Adha 
holiday marking the end of 


the annual Muslim pilgrim- 
age to Mecca, sources said. 

Many of those detained 
were stopped at the mobile 
army roadblocks placed on 
routes used by Palestinians 
to travel between self-rule 
towns and their home vil- 
lages in Israeli controlled 
rural areas for the holiday 
which ran from last Thurs- 
day through Sunday. 

Israel sealed off the West 
Bank and launched a hum 
for Islamists after a mem- 


ber of the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement (Hamas) 
killed himself and three 
Israeli women on March 21 
when a bomb he was plan- 
ning to plant in a Tel Aviv 
cafe blew- up prematurely. 

The bombing came after 
Israel began construction of 
a new Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Hamas and other radical 
movements vowed further 

(Continued on page 7) 


93 killed near Algiers 
in worst massacre yet 


Arafat in Jordan today to discuss 
with King stalled peace process 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Islamic fundamentalists 
massacred 93 inhabitants 
in u village outside .Algiers 
in the worst mass killing 
in five years of civil war. a 
government statement 
said Tuesday. 

Among victims of the 
overnight massacre were 
43 women and girls and 
three children. 

A further 25 people were 
wounded, of which 1 8 
were in a serious condi- 
tion, the statement added. 

The victims, who lived 
on an isolated farmstead, 
were slashed to death with 
knives or clubbed to death 


with farm implemenu. 

The farmstead was situ- 
ated in the village of 
Haouch Boughfi Al 
Khemisti, some" 25 kilo- 
metres (16 miles) from 
Algiers, in the plain of 
Mitidja, where armed 
Islamic groups are 
extremely active. 

Securin' forces inter- 
vened, thus preventing a 
worse toll, according to 
the statement. 

It added that the mas- 
sacre was carried out by a 
"group of terrorists," a 
term used 

by security forces to refer 
to armed Islamic groups. 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat will 
arrive here today lo discuss 
with His Majesty King 
Hussein peace making in 
the region. Minister of 
State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawe' said 
Tuesday. 

Dr. Mutawe’ . who was 
speaking to reporters fol- 
lowing a three-hour Cabi- 
net meeting, said that Pres- 
ident Arafat would also 
congratulate King Hussein 
on his recovery from 
surgery earlier this month. 

"Die minister said Presi- 


dent ArafatN visit will 
focus or. wavs to resume 
peace talks in line with 
recent contacts between 
different parties in the 
region to overcome the 
deadlock between the 
Israelis and the Palestini- 
ans. 

Palestinian Ambassador 
in Jordan Omar Khateeb 
told the Jordan Times that 
during the one-day visit 
“Mr. Arafat will hold talks 
on bilateral relations and 
will brief His Majesty on 
recent developments 

regarding peacemaking in 
the region." 

Tne talks between Israel 
and the Palestinian Nation- 


al Audit mix il*NA» stalled 
following (he Israeli gov- 
ernment's decision io build 
a Jew ish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

The decision led to the 
eruption of violence in the 
\Ve>i Bank and Ga/.i Strip 
and put an end to political 
ami security talks between 
the two sides. 

U.S. Middle East envoi 
Dennis Ross, who visited 
the region last week, failed 
lo bring the two sides back 

10 the negotiating table and 
is expected to present a 
report to the U S. president 

011 his mission. 

(Continued on page 2» 


Court sentences Abu Khajil to 14 years, 
to serve only three due to poor health 


By Rana Husseint 
Special w rhe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Amman Criminal 
Court on Tuesday sentenced the 
former honorary' consul of Sri 
Lanka to a total of 14 years in 
prison on charges ranging from 
selling babies to forgery of official 
documents but ordered that the 
man serve only three years in view 
of his bad health. 

Also sentenced -along with Mr. 
Abu Khajil. 57, was Sri Lankan 


national Anourma Laji, 32, who 
was given one-year in prison after 
she was found guilty of attempting 
to sell her five-month old baby to a 
Dutch couple on March 13. 1996. 

Ms. Laji was sentenced to a 
three-year term, but the court 
reduced the sentence to one year, 
because "she is young and 
deserves a chance to live w'iih dig- 
nity." 

The third accused. Lebanese 
Andrea Bustani, 37. who was 
being tried in absentia, was acquit- 


ted of charges of selling babies due 
to insufficient ex idence. 

Mr. Abu Khajil's lawyers said 
they would appeal the sentence. 
The convict, meanwhile, remains 
free on bail pending the outcome 
of the appeal- 

"Ii was a harsh sentence which 1 
did not expect." Mr. Abu Khajil 
told the Jordan Times minutes after 
the sentencing was announced. 

The verdict capped a 1? -month 
saga which started with the inter- 
ception of a Dutch couple carrying 


an infant born to a Sri Lankan 
woman with forged document-, 
which they believed were genuine 
adoption paper-. 

Mr. Abu Khajil w.i> formally 
charged in March l^h w ith u-o ol 
forged documents. 3o counts of 
forgery of official documents. .">(.« 
counts ol sale ol babies i illegal 
under a l u 2 y law against slavery i. 
possession of unlicensed lire.um-. 
import of illegal wireless device-. 

i Continued on page 2| 


Opposition parties lobby to pressure 
government on expected electoral law 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Eleven oppo- 
sition parties have 
launched a campaign to 
collect one million signa- 
tures against what they 
termed as the cabinet’s 
"ambiguity” in the formu- 
lation "of "the electoral law- 
slated to govern this 
autumn's parliamentary- 
elections. 

The campaign would be 
part of an attempt to pres- 
sure the government “to 
disclose as soon as possible 
its intentions" regarding 
the shape of the long- 
awaited electoral law, said 
a siatemeni issued on Tues- 
day by the Higher Commit- 
tee for Coordination among 
the Opposition Parties. 

Established in 1993, the 
Higher Committee includes 
representatives of a wide 
political spectrum, ranging 
from the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) to the Jordan 
Communist Party (JCP). 

In their statement, the 


opposition parties have 
also called on political, 
social, economic and pro- 
fessional associations and 
institutions to gather in a 
“national conference." 

While government 

sources have repeatedly 

stated that the next parlia- 
mentary elections will be 
held on time, and in accor- 
dance with the Constitu- 
tion. in November, Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majaii has not yet dis- 
closed the main traits of the 
law that will govern the 
polls. 

Fearing that the 1993 
Election Law, under which 
the recently recessed 12th 
legislature was elected, will 
be the one to regulate the 
coming elections as well, 
the opposition parties reit- 
erated their rejection of the 
one-person, one-vote sys- 
tem and called for "democ- 
ratic guarantees." 

In a statement issued 
Tuesday, the higher com- 
mittee for the coordination 
among the opposition par- 


ties said it feels "strangled" 
by the insistence on the 
one-person, one- vote sys- 
tem, introduced with the 
1993 law and endorsed by 
the Parliament in January, 
but opposition parties 
intend to participate in the 
coming elections nonethe- 
less and will continue to 
fight for the introduction of 
“more democratic” amend- 
ments to the electoral sys- 
tem. 

The government of for- 
mer Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti had 
pledged to lower the voting 
age from 1 9 to 18 and to 
increase the number of 
seats in the Lower House, 
but Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majaii told deputies 
last week that his govern- 
ment has not yet reached 
any final decision regard- 
ing such issues, though it 
was studying them. 

The thorniest issue in the 
debate over the electoral 
law is the list of constituen- 
cies. Islamists and leftists 
reiterate that the Kingdom 


should be divided into a 
number of constituencies 
equal to the number of 
deputies to be elected and 
that the electoral districts 
should be redrawn accord- 
ing to the density of popu- 
lation. 

"We will participate in 
the coming elections, 
though, with the introduc- 
tion of the one-person, one- 
vote formula, the authori- 
ties are not giving us many 
choices," the statement 
said. 

“The ambiguity sur- 
rounding the law to regu- 
late rhe elections, which the 
government is currently 
preparing, [prompted the 
higher committee of the 
opposition parties] to 
demand guarantees that 
public will and correctness 
in the election campaign 
will be respected and that 
just and fair parliamentary 
representation will be 
ensured,” the 1 1 opposition 
parties wrote. 

To “elaborate a charter or 
a programme which unites 


all opposition groups ahead 
of the elections.” they 
called for a national confer- 
ence. to be convened "as 
soon as possible.” 

In addition, one million 
signatures will be collected 
"to demand the fulfilment 
of all conditions required to 
achieve democratic parlia- 
mentary representation." 
the statement continued. 

Signatory to the state- 
ment, Secretary General of 
the leftist Al Hashd Party 
Salem Nahhas said the 1 1 
parties represented in the 
Higher Committee have 
"different heritage and 
backgrounds" but they all 
intend to "formulate a com- 
mon stand on the election 
law.*' 

“Not only the govern- 
ment is trying to maintain 
the 1993 election law. 
despite the spread of public 
opposition, but it also 
intends to forge the elec- 
tions.” Mr. Nahhas 
accused. 


'Moderate leftist bloc' in the making 
to form alliance before next elections 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Leftist parties 
and independent high pro- 
file personalities are 
reportedly negotiating lor 
the creation ot' a moderate 
leftist bloc ahead of the 
next parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

Though party sources say 
(he political alliance is still 
in an embryonic phase and 
the principals are reluctant 
to disclose further details, 
the moderate bloc is 
expected to pull in out- 
standing personalities like 
former prime ministers 
Ahmad Obeidat and Taher 
Masri. 

Among the leftist ponies 
involved in the negotia- 
tions are Hashd Party, 
headed by Salem Nahhas. 
and the pan-Arab Al Mus- 
taqbai Party, headed by 
Suleiman Arar. 

A well-informed source 
from the ranks of the Jor- 
danian Unionist Democrat- 
ic Party' (JUDP) said the 
JUDP is to formulate a plan 
for the creation of the new 
political alliance following 
a party meeting to be held 


on Friday. 

The JUDP itself resulted 
from the merger of three 
leftist panics: the former 
Jordan People's Democrat- 
ic Party iJPDPi. the former 
Socialist Democratic Party 
iSDPi of Issa Madunai. 
and the former Jordanian 
Arab Democratic Partv 

(JADP). 

The three panics dis- 
solved after the merger, 
and the JUDP was official- 
ly registered at the Min- 
istry of Interior in 1995. Its 
presidency and secretarial 
rotate among the leaders of 
the previous three parties. 

"The new political 
alliance should serve not 
only as an electoral strate- 
gy. but it should remain as 
a permanent political bloc 
even after the elections." 
the JUDP source told the 
Jordan Times. 

If realised, the projected 
moderate leftist bloc would 
complete a national trend 
of mergers and political 
alliances which started two 
months ago with the merg- 
er of three leftist ponies in 
ihe Jordanian Nationalist 
Democratic Front (JNDFi. 
continued with another 


merger ol eight centrist 
nationalist parties in ihe 
National Const i (iition.il 

Party (NCPl. and culminat- 
ed with the recent propos- 
al. only a few Jays ago. bv 
Islamic Action Front t IAF) 
Deputy Abdullah Akaileh 
to create a unified Islamist, 
leftist opposition front. 

"We are working very 
closely with Mr. Arar and 
trying to involve labour 
and professional unions in 
the discussions lor the cre- 
ation of a leftist -moderate 
front." Secretary General 
of Hast id Salem Nahhas 
(old the Jordan Times in a 
telephone interview on 
Tuesday. 

Confirming that negotia- 
lioiis are in progress. Mi. 
Arar disclosed ihai Messrs. 
Obcidai and M.tsri aie 
among the main interlocu- 
tors in the process, but 
declined to say what stage 
the negotiations have 
reached. 

"For the time being, these 
are just thoughts and ideas, 
but they will have taken 
some shape by the end of 
next month." Mr. Arar told 
the Jordan Times. 
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Iran starts wargames in Gulf PNA police arrest 25 Palestinian teachers 


DUBAI (R) — Irak’s 
supreme leader arrived in the 
Gulf port of Bandar Abbas 
on the strategic Strait of Hor- 
muz on Tuesday to watch 
the start of amphibious 

wargames by 200.000 

troops, the official Iranian 
news agency IRNA report- 
ed. 

It said Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, who is comman- 
der-in-chief of Iran's half- 
million-strong armed forces, 
arrived in the city to a warm 
welcome from local officials 
and people. 

Chanted slogans in support 
of the supreme leader 
echoed in the Qods Mosque 
on his arrival, the agency 
said in a report from Bandar 


Abbas. City streets were 
decorated with banners, 
posters of the Islamic repub- 
lic's founder the late Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini, the 
Iranian flag and coloured 
lights, it said. 

Iran’s Islamic Revolution- 
ary Guards were to begin 
three days of exercises in the 
Gulf on Tuesday evening to 
train for suiprise attacks. 
IRNA said. 

[RNA quoted the Guards’ 
Deputy Commander 

Brigadier General Rahim 
Safavi as saying 200.000 
troops would rake part in the 
exercises codenamed ‘Tariq 
A1 Quds" (Road to 

Jerusalem) covering four 

provinces. 


The troops, including vol- 
unteer Bassij forces, would 
test surface-to-air, shore-to- 
sea and surface-to-surface 
missiles during the three-day 
games. Gen. Safavi said 
Revolutionary Guard 

experts had the technical 
know-how to build various 
missiles. 

Iran said last week its army 
would hold amphibious 
exercises in the Gulf to train 
for surprise attacks against 
“enemies" posing threats to 
the Islamic republic. 

IRNA quoted Gen. Safavi 
as saying Iran, which holds 
wargames in the Gulf regu- 
larly. wanted “to upgrade the 
quality of its personnel so 
that it can better defend 


Islamic ideals and safeguard 
territorial integrity.” 

He stressed that security in 
the Gulf was a collective 
responsibility “of all region- 
al countries and as such Iran 
is holding the Tariq-Al Quds 
manoeuvres as a step to 
demonstrate its prowess for 
guaranteeing Persian Gulf 
security.'" 

He said his country would 
not allow any “alien power 
to destabilise regional secu- 
rity." 

Gen. Safavi said the depar- 
ture of “intruding forces" — 
a term often used in Iran to 
describe U.S. aimed forces 
in the Gulf — would help 
enhance cooperation among 
regional states. 


Peruvian soldiers storm residence killing all 14 rebels 


(Continued from page 1) 

commrades. Mr. Fujimori 
flatly refused. 

Mr. Tudela and Mr. Aoki 
were in a military hospital, 
officials said. 

Several hostages were 
whisked to the military' 
hospital and a police clinic 

in at least si v 

officials s; 

diers were seen being 
taken out on stretchers but 
only two are reported 
dead. 

The crackdown, which 
came after Mr. Fujimori 
arranged for the hostage- 
holders to travel abroad 
for asylum in Cuba or the 
Dominican Republic, 
came weeks after rebels 
rejected that offer and con- 
tinued to dig in their heels. 
Japan had pressured for a 
peaceful resolution to the 
standoff which started 
when the rebels stormed 
the mansion at a Decem- 
ber 17 gala cocktail party. 
But the raid could not have 
come without a green light 
from Tokyo, most experts 
agreed, as the seige went 


on for months inside 
Japan’s diplomatic com- 
pound. However. Prime 
Minister Ryutaro 

Hashimoto said Wednes- 
day that Peru’s govern- 
ment failed to "inform 
Japan that it would raid the 
residence of its embassy 
and free the hostages. 

•■Oiir (wintry was not 

-I. — >. :.■«.! 

this is very regrettable." 
Mr. Hashimoto" said in a 
speech hours after the 
attack. “I would like to 
offer my appreciation 
from ihe bottom of my 
heart to President Fujimori 
and Peruvian government 
officials for their timely, 
great rescue operations," 
he told a hurriedly 
arranged media confer- 
ence. 

Japan is Peru's number- 
one foreign aid source, 
having given more than 
S750 miflion in grants and 
loans in the past five 
years. Tokyo pledged 
another 5600 million " in 
development assistance in 
August. 

The United States 


blamed the hostage-takers 
Tuesday for what it said 
were “some casualties" 
suffered. 

“It is clear there have 
been some casualties," 
said State Department 
spokesman Nicholas 
Bums, adding that the left- 
ist rebels must bear "full 
and complete responsibili- 

' He said the United States 
deeply regrets the casual- 
ties, which he said once 
again demonstrate the 
high price of terrorism. 

He also pointed out that 
the Peruvian government 
had tried to end the crisis 
peacefully. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
William Cohen said in an 
interview with CNN 
Wednesday that the U.S. 
had no official word the 
event will take place but it 
did not take them by sur- 
prise because “there were 
signs and indications the 
event will take place." 
When asked by a CNN 
reporter if the U.S. had 
any role in the operation, 
he answered: “We have 


offered our services to the 
Peruvian government but 
this was the action of the 
Peruvian government 
alone." He refused to 
describe the services they 
had offerred. He added: 
‘The world stands in con- 
demnation of terrorist 
actions. This proves that 
terrorism does not pay and 
if there are legitimate 
demands, they need to be 
addressed in a peaceful 
fashion" 

Mr. Fujimori, the only 
ethnic Japanese head of 
government outside Japan, 
won support from Japan- 
ese Prime Minister Ryu- 
taru Hashimoto after they 
met on the crisis in Toron- 
to in January. Mr. Fujimori 
for months sought a nego- 
tiated settlement but in the 
end stayed true to his hard- 
fought rebel-busting 
image. Even though he 
had said that his troups 
would never storm the 
building unless a hostage 
was hurt, it is not yet 
known if the guerrilla 
fighters had given him 
such reason to act. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — At least 25 Palestin- 
ian teachers were arrested 
by Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) police on 
Monday for refusing to 
end a strike which has 
paralysed public sector 
schools in the West Bank, 
teachers and relatives said. 

The teachers, from vari- 
ous West Bank cities, 
began their strike at the 
stan of April demanding 
higher pay in the first 
labour dispute involving 
PNA employees. 

‘Twenty-five teachers or 
more have been arrested 
by the Palestinian police 
today and tonight," a 
teacher who did not want 
to be identified told 
Reuters. 

Relatives said Palestin- 
ian police in civilian 
clothes arrested the teach- 
ers from their homes. 

Teachers said the arrests 
came after a stormy meet- 
ing between Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
and teachers' representa- 
tives in the West Bank city 
of Ram all ah on Sunday 
during which teachers 
refused to end the strike 
after their demands were 
rejected. 

But PNA officials said 
teachers bad promised Mr. 
Arafat to end their strike 
on Monday and the arrests 
came after teachers were 
seen on Monday forcing 
students to leave their 
classes. 

“We are astonished at the 
continuation of the strike 
after they agreed in a 
meeting with President 
Arafat to end the strike." 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim, gen- 
eral secretary of the Pales- 
tinian presidency, told 
Palestine Television. 

*We consider this an 
incitement against the 
Palestinian legitimate 
institutions and a deliber- 
ate attempt to create 


Court sentences Abu Khajil to 14 years 

(Continued from page il child ’saying he~ was' in Sri the prosecution based 


Arafat in Jordan today 


abuse of trust ^'“forgery 
of a government seal. 

The ex-consul was 
declared prey- 

ing Judge Issam Abu 
Ghneim and Judge 
Mohammad Ghreirof three 
charges. The charges were 
selling one child and 
attempting to sell another, 
possessing illegal wireless 
devices, forgery and use of 
forged documents. 

“The accused confessed 
to selling one child in 
■ 1995. and the prosecution 
was able to prove another 
attempted baby sale in 
March of 1996.” the judge 
said. 

In its one-hour ruling, the 
court found Mr. Abu Khajil 
guilty of endorsing a 
forged document iv hereby 
Ms. Laji provided a false 
name for the father of the 
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child saying he was in Sri 
Lanka and secured a birth 
certificate which in tum 
was endorsed by the con- 
sulate to make it authentic. 

looking that the docu- 
ment was forged, Mr. Abu 
Khajil handed it over to the 
Dutch couple as an official 
paper,” the court main- 
tained. 

The court also stated that 
Mr. Abu Khajil illegally 
owned wireless scanners 
and a walkie-talkie. 

"The bearer of such 
devices should obtain a 
special permission which 
Mr. Abu Khajil did not 
have." Judge Abu Ghneim 
told a packed court room. 

The court acquitted Mr. 
Abu Khajil of the addition- 
al seven counts. 

“The prosecution failed 
to present sufficient evi- 
dence in any of these 
charges, and in some cases 


the prosecution based its 
charges on • assumptions' 
rather than providing solid; 
evidence," Judge Abu 
Ghneim said. 

Prosecutor Ma’moun 
Mneizel had asked the 
court for the maximum 
penalty. 

Mr. Abu Khajil, who 
served almost 13 months in 
jail, was released twice on 
bail. The first time was in 
January of 1997. when he 
was released for 1 0 days on 
a JD 100.000 bail, and the 
second time was on April 
10 when he was released 
on a JD 20.000 bail. 

Mr. Abu Khajil is also 
being tried at the Criminal 
Court on charges of raping 
four Sri Lankan women. 

However, the four 
women changed their ini- 
tial statements made to the 
prosecutor and now are 
facing perjury charges. 


(Continued from page 1) 

But a meeting between 
President Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy in Malta last 
week succeeded in break- 
ing the ice between the 
two sides, although it 
failed to resume official 
talks. 

Meanwhile, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh said Jordan 
will intensify talks with 
Syria to bring relations 
between the two coun- 
tries back to normal. 

Dr. Tarawneh, who was 
speaking to reporters fol- 
lowing the Cabinet ses- 
sion, added that his meet- 
ing with his Syrian coun- 
terpart, Farouk Sharaa. in 
Malta last week was 
“very positive” and the 
Kingdom expects more 
contacts between the two 


neighbouring countries. 

He told reporters that 
during his meeting with’ 
Mr. Sharaa, Jordan found 
willingness from the Syr- 
ian side to intensify con- 
tacts on all levels. 

"We hope that these 
contacts will result in a 
new formula that would 
organise the relationship 
between the two sides... 
and God willing, high 
ranking meetings will 
take place soon,” Mr. 
Tarawneh said without' 
elaboration. 

The Kingdom’s rela- 
tions with its northern 
neighbour soured follow- 
ing the October 1994 Jor- 
dan- Israel peace treaty 
which angered the Syrian 
leadership. 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Cartoon — Adventures 
of the Rainbow Pond 

14:30 .. 


15:00 ... 

.. French Programmes 

16:00 ... 

.. America's Funniest 

People 
16:25 .. 


16:50 ... 


17:15 .. 


18:00 .. 

...French Programmes 

19:30 ... 


19:35 ... 

Comedy — Grace 

Under Fire 

20:00 ... 


20:30 . 


21:10 Drama — Spencer for 

Hire 
22:00 ... 


22:25 ... 

Cobra 

23:00 ... 
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PRAYER TIMES 


Tel. 637440. 

Dc la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancla Church TcL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International 

Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazareae TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking Latin 


04:31 


Catholics Parish Tel. 6141 90. 

05:54 



12:34 

Dhuhr 


16:12. 


WEATHER 

19:14 

Maghreb 


20:37 


Bulletin supplied by the 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary' of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh.Td. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 


Department of Meteorology 
Hot. dry. and dusty weather 
conditions will prevail with 
winds southeasterly modene. 
In Aqaba, it will be warm, 
winds southerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Amman 16/33 

Aqaba 20/39 

Deserts 14/34 


Jordan Valley 18/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 3 1 , Aqaba 37 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 21 per 
cent. Aqaba 20 per cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr- Fayez AJ Dabbas 759155 

Dr, A da an ZaghJouf 898140 

Dr. FakherBObeisl 5522233 

Dr Mazen Nbaii 675485 

Ftras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

AJ Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoakh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy ...847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneb ..250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. ZnhourAI Qadi 906606 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre .63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 


Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Potice 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .. 775121 

Highway Police — 843402 

Traffic PoUce 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints.. .....661 176 

Water and’ Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -....623101 

A Mali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority ,680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 64244 1 12 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
AJ-Muasber Hospitals? 7227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen777 10 1 /3 

AJ-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 
602240/50 

Ama) Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(.021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

102)247100 



Three Pales tinian students walk past the gate of their closed school on Tkiesday in the 
West R ank city of Ramallah. Palestinian teachers on the West Bank vowed to pursue 
an unprecedented strike against President Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian National 
Authority despite the arrest of 23 of their leaders (AFP photo) 

chaos." he said. Domic hardships,” the Palestinians until high 

The PNA issued a state- statement said. school, 

ment broadcast by Voice of Up to 18,000 teachers Teachers say that aver- 
Palestine on Monday have been on strike. About age monthly pay is about 

appealing to teachers and 20,000 school teachers are S400. barely enough to 

students “to immediately on ihe PNA’s payroll in the cover basic expenses. Edu- 

returo to schools." West Bank. cation Minister Yasser 

“We call on all teachers The PNA took charge of Amr told Voice of Pales- 
and students to understand most of the Gaza Strip and tine Radio earlier in the 

that the homeland and the parts of the West Bank month that the ministry 

Palestinian National Au- under a 1993 self-rule deal had offered pay rises of up 

thority are passing through with Israel. The authority to 15 per cent despite bud- 

difficult political and eco- provides free education to get constraints. 


Domic hardships,” the 
statement said. 

Up to 18,000 teachers 
have been on strike. About 
20,000 school teachers are 
on ihe PNA’s payroll in the 
West Bank. 

The PNA took charge of 
most of the Gaza Strip and 
parts of the West Bank 
under a 1993 self-rule deal 
with Israel. The authority 
provides free education to 


Peru rebel says fight against “system of repression” will go on 

(Continued from page 1) crimes of their deaib Condorcanqui Tupac 


martyrs for their marxist 
cause in a country in 
which half the population 
of 24 million live in pover- 
ty- 

“We have been in con- 
tact permanently with the 
members of my party." Mr. 
VeJazco said, adding that 
what they did was what 
they had said they would 
do: "that they would resist 
until the end." 

“The present regime has 
taken criminal steps with 
this operation,” he said. 
‘There had been some 
apparent headway made in 
the negotiations." he 
added. "Mr. Alberto Fuji- 
mori had even spoken 
about this." Mr. Velazco 
said, “He had said that we 
were to await a peaceful 
decision. 

“But the need to hide the 


crimes of their death 
squadron ... led to a mili- 
tary raid to solve the cri- 
sis,” the spokesman said, 
referring to a well-known 
case of the military having 
killed innocent civilians. 

The Tupac Amaru Revo- 
lutionary Movement 
MRTA is a small group of 
well-trained and well- 
indoctrinated - rebels, 
according to analysts, and 
never achieved nor sought 
the grassroots, peasant 
support of its long-time 
rival, the Maoist Shining 
Path. 

The MRTA — inspired 
by the teachings of 
Ernesto “Che” Guevara — 
emerged in the 1980s with 
a vow to overthrow the 
government and create a 
communist state. 

The group, founded by 
Victor Polay Campos, took 
its name from Jose Gabriel 


AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ t infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08:00 -.Damascus (RJ) 

08:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:35 Lamaca (RJ) 

09:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

11:00.. Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

15:30 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

15:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:30. Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

18:15 — Paris (RJ) 

19:10. London. Berlin ( RJ) 

19:20 — Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 
l9:25....Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 
19:30. .Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 
21:30.....Vieana, Istanbul (RJ) 


21:30 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

21:40 Rome (RJ) 

23:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

23:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

00:45 Beirut (RJ) 

03:50 Cairo (RJ) 

04:55. Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 

06:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 


08:15... 

10:30- 

11:00 

12 : 00 . 

12:55.. 

13:10 

14:30 

16:20 

17:00 

19:00. 

19:30... 

20:40.. 

21 : 10 . 

21:10 

21:30 

23:20 

23:25 

23:30. 

05:15.. 


-Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 

Cairo (MS) 

...Sanaa, Hudaidah (IY) 

Jeddah iSV) 

Bucharest (ROl 

Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

Tunis (TU) 

AlgiersiAH) 

Doha(Q7) 

London (GA) 

.Istanbul, Damascus (PK) 

London (BA) 

Beirut (ME) 

...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

■■■** Tel Aviv (LY) 

Istanbul (TK) 

-Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 

Ankara (TK) 


DEPARTURES 

0710 Brussels (add) (RJ) 

Pa ns (add) (RJ> 

UV^O... Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 


Condorcanqui Tupac 
Amaru — a direct descen- 
dent of the last Inca leader 
Tupac Amaru — who led 
an Indian uprising against 
the Spanish crown in the 
late 18th century. 

The MRTA has been a 
thorn in the flesh of the 
Peruvian government for 
more than a decade, carry- 
ing out some 500 major 
armed attacks since 1984 
and engaging in some 120 
military clashes with the 
government. 

Independent sources 
attribute more 1,000 
• deaths to the organisation 
since 1984. But the MRTA 
was always overshadowed 
by the Shining Path which 
was responsible for more 
than 97 per cent of all 
armed attacks and 97 per 
cent of deaths in the same 
period. 


10:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

11:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

11:30 Vienna (RJ) 

11:45 Istanbul. Rome (RJ) 

12:45 Berlin. London (RJ) 

17:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

18:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

20:45 Colombo (RJ) 

21:00 Beirut (RJ) 

21:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:45.. Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

21:50 Bombay (RJ) 

23:40 Sanaa (RJ) 

23:59 Cairo (RJ) 

23:59... .Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

00:15 Dubai (RJ) 

01:15.. ..Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 
0U40 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:50. Lamaca (CY) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

00:25 London (BA) 

10:00 Damascus, Istanbul (PK) 

11; 20 Cairo (MS)) 

12:40.. .Hudaidah. Sanaa (IY) 

1^:30 Jeddah (SV). 

14:00 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) i 

15;3 0 Tunis (TV) j 

Vienna (OS) 

17 =20 Shariqah (AH) : 

17 *0 Doha CQ7) j 

20:15 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

21; 40 Berdasar(CA) 

22=50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:55 .. Damascus. Paris (AF) 

00:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

00:25 Ankara (PK) - 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

°0:15 Istanbul (TK) 
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describing it as a model to 
be emulated by other Arab 
countries. 

The meeting was attend- 
ed by King Hussein's Cul- 
tural Adviser HRH Prince 
Ghazi Ben Mohammad, 
UAE Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Ahmad Ali Nasser and 
Director of Prince Has- 
san's office Michel 
Hamameh. 
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a vMr. Abu Marzouk has 
* ' sSid.bc had led the political 
of Hamas, Islamic 
organisation, and that he 
Was not involved in the 
group's military wing 

which claimed responsibili- 

Abtf ’* ty for the attacks. 

}'* A U.S. resident for 15 
years, Mr. Abu Marzouk 
Was detained as he re- 
entered the United States in 
July 4 995 as his name had 
beerf added to a list of sus- 
pected terrorists. 

The U.S. Immigration 
^•and Naturalisation Service 
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^Mocfteding was suspended 
1 = /994 which killed fFp*?- when Israel made its extra- 
* pie. * ¥ ■ tfition request. The immi- 

Israel , Tecentiyv > <!rs»pped j- ataiion case was revived 

Week. 

Press' rejxjrts in the Mid- 
East had suggested con- 


tacts between the govern- 
ments of Jordan. Israel and 
the United States to extra- 
dite Mr. Abu Marzouk to 
Jordan. 

Officials have stated that 
Jordan was ready to receive 
Mr. Abu Marzouk, but that 
it had objected to U.S. con- 
ditions to keep the Hamas 
leader under house arrest 
and restrain his political 
activities in Jordan. 

The government declined 
to say if His Majesty King 
Hussein managed to 
resolve the difference in an 
April 1 meeting with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton at the 
White House. 
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loans to farmers in need 

* 

VtMMAN (J.T.) — The government has resolved to 
promptly offer medium-term loans to farmers whose 
harvests were considered badly damaged by earlier frost 
and xvho intend to plant new crops during the current 
saagGft, according to Al Ra'i Arabic daily. 
t /4*Ra’i quoted Nimer Nabulsi. head of the Jordanian 
■ .Agricultural Credit Corporation, as confirming that the 
government has also approved rescheduling those farm- 
e*s’ debts which are due in 1997 if they so request and if 
their crops were damaged by the past winter season's 
frost 

Mr. Nabulsi maintained the corporation's 20 national 
k- offices have already begun receiving applications for 
loans from farmers including those in the Jordan Valley. 

He affirmed that corporation teams would be visiting 
the affected farm lands in order to estimate the extent of 
the damage. 

1 Jordan/Television Monday interviewed a number of 
farmers m the Jordan Valley who lamented that produce 
damage was overwhelming in some areas. 

^ Mil* Nabulsi requested that farmers promptly send in 
their loan applications as the corporation office will con- 
tinue receiving them for the next two weeks after which 
processing will begin. 

Meanwhile, a delegation representing the Agricultural 
Marketing Organisation tAMOj Tuesday returned to 
Amman after to a tour of the Arab Gulf countries where 
if examined those market needs of Jordanian agricultur- 
■afproducts. 

Tbe AMO representatives also discussed competition 
to Jordanian agricultural exports to the Gulf. 

• The delegation toured Oman, the United Arab Emi- 
l rates (UAE). Qatar, and Bahrain where it collected data 
regarding produce sales and studied obstacles facing the 
marketing of Jordanian produce in the Gulf, 
i- 2 in January, the AMO announced that last year Jordan 
^exported' 355,900 tonnes of fresh fruit and vegetables 
worth an estimated JD 72,2 million. 

'i Safes figures demonstrated an increase of 24. 1 per cent 
over 1995 exports, the marketing organisation said, with 
^vegetables accounting for nearly SI per cent of the total 
exports. 

The United Arab Emirates topped the list of importing 
Countries. 
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EXfflBITIONS 

Amm an ImamiionaJ Exhibitiun of Children's Books" ai the 
Exhibition Centre, University Road, (Tel. 659S9]C|. unlit 

- egg hunt at the Jordan Design and Trade Ceture of Noor Al 
irion, off Wadi Saqia <TH. 699141/2), until April 28. . 

1 Wotts by Lebanese plastic anists at Hamoarabi Arts Gallery, Gar- 
i Street {Td. 553609SJ, moil April 24. 

- Exhibition oT frescoes of Jordanian mosaics and Fuyum portraits 
f j j ^pomdiy Mango at the Jordan Ans and Crafts CenlFe/Anisauna, Jabal 
'* ’ W Secood Circle (Td. 647858). untiJ May 10. 
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Zarqa fire attributed to incautious welding 


By Rana Husseini 

Spatial lo ihtr JurJiir Times 

AMMAN — Fire officials Tuesday 
attributed the cause of a fire in Zarqa 
late Monday night, with flames appar- 
ently reaching a height of 10 metres 
and engulfing a clothes market, to a 
spark from a welding instrument. 

“Negligence on the pan of an 
employee, who did noi follow safety 
procedures and was welding his booth 
near flammable material, sparked the 
blaze,” Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) officials said. 

They confirmed there were no casu- 
alties in the fire, which starred at 
approximately 9:30 p.m. and 
destroyed almost 250 street stalls and 
several cars parked near the five- 
dunum market. 

“Fortunately, all shops were closed 
at the time of the incident." Captain 
Farid Share’ of the Preventive Aware- 
ness Department at the CDD said. 

He added that although the fire 
spread rapidly to neighbouring stalls, 
it was brought under control in an 
hour. 

More lhan 20 fire engine v participat- 
ed in fighting the blu/e and preventing 
its spread to a nearby camp. Capt. 
Share’ told the Jordan Times, adding 
that the Armed Forces and the Public 
Security Department tPSDl also took 


pan in the rescue operation. 

Three CDD fire- fighters injured 
while battling die fire, were listed in 
good condition, he added. 

Capt. Share' could not estimate 
financial losses, but shop owners 
Monday stated that these reached mil- 
lions of dinars. 

Also Monday evening, fire fighters 
in lrbid battled a fire Fn a pesticides 
factory in Al Hasson Industrial City, 
according to CDD officials. 

No one was injured in the accident- 
xvhich occurred in the Arab Company 
for Manufacturing Pesticides Capt. 
Share' mainioined. 

Instigations are underway to 
determine the cause of the blaze he 
added. 

In other accidents in the Kingdom, 
PSD officials affirmed thjt a 24-\ear 
old man was killed Tuesday in the 
Abu Nuseir neighbourhood of 
Amman as a result of 'festive fire’. 

The victim, identified only as 
Ahmad A., was attending a wedding, 
“when one of his friends began to fire 
a gun in celebration {of the event) and 
a bullet struck Ahmad." they said. 

A PSD official confirmed that the 
department apprehended a 3 1 -year old 
man. identified as J. K. in connection 
with the incident. 

The suspect might be charged wilh 
accidental shooting, he said. 


“Celebratory shooting is forbid Jen 
by law. but still we see individuals 
violating the law and shouting live 
ammunition to rejoice over wed- 
dings." the official said. 

PSD statistics fur 19% reported that 
celebratory shooting ranked second in 
the category 1 of accidental shootings 
xv ith 1 3.04 per cent of the 23 cases of 
that year. 

Meanwhile, in the Badia area, a 43- 
year old man was killed alter a trailer 
struck him on the H.izcem Highway, a 
PSD official said. 

According to the official, the victim, 
identified only as Mohammad A., was 
assisting a driver of another trailer 
whose vehicle had broken down. 

Mohammad tied a rope to the bro- 
ken trailer and was pulling it to help 
restart the vehicle, he said. 

When it did start, he descended from 
his truck and untied the rope, the offi- 
cial added. 

"The victim neglected to engage the 
emergency brake, and the trailer rolled 
down striking him." the PSD official 
said. 


Retailers rejoice over produce price floating 


By Gbalia AIul 

Special to ihv Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While retail- 
ers welcomed the floating 
of fruit prices and vegeta- 
bles. consumers are com- 
plaining that the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry and 
Supply's move has led to a 
considerable price increase. 

The ministry decision lo 
remove the price ceiling 
follows years of debate and 
forms part of the govern- 
ment's efforts to liberalise 
the economy. 

Retailers appeared happy 
with the decision, stating 
that it would pul an end to 
monopoly. 

“The decision is very- 
good both for us and the 


consumers," retailer Basel 
Zu'bi said. 

However, some con- 
sumers regretted the deci- 
sion, accusing retailers of 
manipulation and profiteer- 
ing. 

They described the float- 
ing of prices as detrimental 
to consumer interests espe- 
cially those who regard 
fruits and vegetables as 
some of the least expensive 
foodstuffs. 

‘'Yesterday, 1 bought one 
kilogram of lemons for 70 
piastres." one consumer 
asserted. "Before the prices 
were floated. 1 bought the 
same amount for 40 pias- 
tres.” 

However, retailer Ziad 
Qaissi argued that the deci- 


sion would grant con- 
sumers the right to choose 
fruits and vegetables 
according to quality. 

“Now retailers can sell 
lesser-quality fruits and 
vegetables at lower prices, 
while the better produce 
can be sold at higher 
prices.” Mr. Qaissi main- 
tained. 

He told the Jordan Times 
his prices have remained 
unchanged since the deci- 
sion and that he will fix his 
prices later in accordance 
with prices of other green- 
grocers. 

"The floating of the prices 
will guarantee competition 
among retailers." he added. 

The~mini$try. which used 
to publish a daily bulletin 


fixing the prices of fruits 
and vegetable', has now 
stopped this practice leav- 
ing the market prices lo be 
fixed according to the 
forces of supply and 
demand. 

According to Al Rj'i Ara- 
bic daily, the ministry will 
still publish a non-binding 
daily bulletin listing the 
lowest and highest prices of 
produce in the central 
wholesale market. 

The newspaper quoted u 
ministry source as saying 
that the ministry will still 
fine merchants who fail lo 
put price tags on their prod- 
ucts. He said the fine 
would reach JD 300. 


Weekly tabloid, reporter, and former 
RCC director charged with slander 


By Rana Husseini 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amman Pros- 
ecutor Jamal Zou'by has 
referred the case of a writer, 
a weekly tabloid newspaper 
and one of its reporters to 
the Amman Court of First 
Instance on charges of slan- 
dering Deputy Samir 
Habashneh, a judicial 
source said. 

Deputy Habashneh filed a 
lawsuit against Al Hadath 
Newspaper, journalist 
Nidal Man sour and lyad 
Qartan, a writer and former 
director of the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre tRCC), on 
charges of publishing false 
news items which he claims 
tarnished his image and 
dignity. 

He is reportedly seeking 


JD I million in compensa- 
tion. the judicial source 
*uid. 

According to the source, 
the court is expected to start 
hearing the case in the next 
few days. 

In its Jan. 27 issue, the 
newspaper published a let- 
ter sent by Mr. Qattan 
accusing Deputy Habash- 
neh. who also previously 
served as minister of cul- 
ture, of "false pretentious 
nationalism" and abusing 
his position. 

In his letter. Mr. Qattan 
alleged that Mr. Habashneh 
had only served eight of the 
380 days of his tenure as 
minister of culture actually 
executing cultural work, 
and that he spent his 
remaining days receiving 
members of various tribes 


and aiding in the appoint- 
ment of their relatives in 
various government posts. 

Mr. Qattan also main- 
tained that the former min- 
ister fired him from his job 
as RCC director without 
justification and that Mr. 
Habashneh’s actions 

stemmed from "my refusal 
to appoint one of his 
unqualified relatives in a 
position at the RCC." 

He further charged that 
during Mr. Habashneh’s 
one year ;md two month 
post as minister of culture 
he visited the centre twice. 

Mr. Qattan also alleged 
that the former minister 
spent JD 31.000 on parlies 
stating in the interview: 
"We do not know if this 
public money was really 
used for official ceremonies 


or (if it was used| for par- 
ties." 

He further accused the 
minister of receiving 
£30,000 to participate in a 
three-month English train- 
ing course "when, in fact, 
the actual cost of the course 
was only £5.000." 

In his letter. Mr. Qattan 
challenged Mr. Habashneh 
to disprove the veracity of 
any of these allegations. 

Attorney Samih Habash- 
neh, who is the deputy’s 
brother, told the Jordan 
Times in January that Mr. 
Qattan 's allegations were 
incorrect and that he sub- 
mitted evidence to the court 
in support of the deputy's 
professionalism. 


Jemstone launches 
interactive web-site 


AMMAN fJ.T.I — The 
Amman-based Jcmsione Net- 
work, ihc largest med-media 
project of the European Union 
(EUj, officially launched its 
interactive web-site here Tues- 
day. according to a press 
release issued by the Amman- 
based Med-Media Regional 
Office. 

The Jemstone Interactive 
Web-Site, designed and creat- 
ed by Arabia.On.Linc. pro- 
vides detailed information 
about the Jemstone Network, 
its plans and activities. 

h is also involved in the cre- 
ation of an Internet forum for 
journalists throughout the 
Euro-Mediterranean region. 

To evalauate the pro- 
gramme, Med-Mediu held a 
three-day workshop involving 
35 leading journalists who 
gathered in Amman to assess 
the programme's activities and 
future plans, according to the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Jemstone Director Tudor 
Lomas explained that the 
launch of an Internet forum for 
journalists throughout the 
Euro-Mediterranean region 


was first announced at the 
Fourth Annual Conference of 
Radio and Television Organi- 
sations and Operators, held in 
Marseilles in January |y97. 

"This is about freedom of 
speech and belter quality jour- 
nalism." he said. “Technology 

now presents political censors 
from impeding diligent jour- 
nalists from becoming 
informed and enlightening 
their colleagues." 

"We are trying to strengthen 
and simplify this process for 
all media branches throughout 
the Euro-Mediterranean 
region," he added. 

The idea of the Jimcna 
forum, as it is known, was the 
brainchild of Hussein Amin of 
the Adham Centre for Televi- 
sion Journalism at the Ameri- 
can University' of Cairo, 
according lo the press release. 

The project aims to pros ide 
a forum for professional jour- 
nalists to discuss pressing 
issues and exchange informa- 
tion and advice on technical 
and journalistic issues. 

The forum will be open to all 
journalists from the Middle 
East. North Africa and Europe. 


Joint Jordan-U.S. military 
commission to meet today 

AMMAN t J.T. t — The Jordanian- U.S. joint military commis- 
sion today open*, a two-day meeting to discuss future joint exer- 
cises. U.S. security assistance to Jordan and other issues of com- 
mon concern. 

A press release from the U.S. embassy reported thai the dele- 
gation. which arrived in Amman Monday evening, is headed by 
Principal Depurs Assistant Secretary of Defence for 
International Affairs Fred Smith. 

The delegation, grouping representatives of the U.S. Defence 
and Stale Departments, will participate in the joint meeting, 
according to the press release. 

Mr. Smith Tuesday met with Chairman of the Jordanian Joim 
Chiefs of Staff. Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mira'i Kaabneh. 
who will lead the Jordanian delegation to the commission in 
order to discuss military cooperation. 

The commission alternates the site of its annual meetings 
between Jordan and the United Stales in promoting cooperation 
between both countries armed forces, according to the press 
release. 

Last February . Jordan received an American C-130 H transport 
plane os military assistance from the United Stales and 
announced that the two countries w ill maintain military exercis- 
es as part of U.S. efforts to upgrade the Kingdom's defence 
capabilities. 

Jordan is also due to receive lb F-16 fighter jets from the Unit- 
ed States before the end of 1997 after President Clinton granted 
Jordan the status of a non-North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
ally, thus entitling the Kingdom to advanced military equipment. 

Last December. Jordan received U.S. military aid worth $100 
million including 1,8 helicopters, 50 tanks, military 1 trucks, two 
personnel boats, an air-sea rescue vessel, machine guns and 
I.OuG night xision goggles. 

This aid is pan of a S300 million aid package pledged by the 
Clinton administration to help Jordan modernise its armed 
forces. 
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Zaire premier says army can 
defend capital against rebels 


KINSHASA lAFF) — Zaire’s Prime Minister Likulia 
Bolongo has called on residents of Kinshasa to denounce all 
suspect people, saying the army can defend the city against 
rebels but needs public supporr. 

In a television interview late Monday, General Likulia 
declared that the Zairean Armed Forces, the FAZ, was able 
to hold the city against rebels who have swept across the 
eastern half of the country, but needed “the support of the 
people." 

He claimed that inhabitants of all the towns conquered by 
Laurent Kabila's guerrillas since^October were putting up 
“strong resistance to the rebels” buTdeaouaced wide divi- 
sions among Zairean politicians which had weakeaesi^the 
strength of The armed forces. 

Gen. Likulia also renewed Zairean charges that "certain 
neighbouring countries" had sent regular troops to fight for 
the^mainiy Tutsi rebel alliance, claiming that Mr. Kabila 
was dependent on help from these forces. Zaire has previ- 
ously accused Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi of involve- 
ment. charges denied by all these countries. 

On peace talks which have been under way in South 
Africa. Gen. Likulia said he was “confident" they would 
achieve a settlement. 

"But if they collapse, the FAZ is ready to end a truce and 
resume fighting," he said. 

Frequently. Zaire's rag-tag army has looted and fled 
towns ahead of rebel advances and Mr. Kabila's men now 
control more than half the country, including the mineral- 
rich southeastern provinces crucial to the economy. 

Gen. Likulia said be would talk to the transitional parlia- 
ment. the High Council of the Republic, on the situation in 
the country. "where "the state coffers are empty." "but for 
notes with a face value of between 100.000 and one million 
new Zaires. 

1S0.000 new zaires are worth $1. but the biggest note in 
circulation is the 50,000 new zaire bill, because Zaireans 
refuse to take other notes arguing that they will worsen 
inflation. 

On Monday, the United States urged Zairean President 
Mobutu Sese Seko and Mr. Kabila to hold talks in South 
Africa, lamenting the difficulty in arranging the meeting. 

It is ‘'important for the rebels and the government to 
respond favourably to the South African proposal" for a 
summit, said State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns. 

Obstacles to holding the meeting were “quite disappoint- 
ing. because we think the only way that any progress is 
going to be made in the current civil war in Zaire" is 
through such dialogue, Mr. Burns said. 

Washington will give “ail necessary support” to the 
efforts of the South African government and the U.N. spe- 
cial envoy Mohammad Sahnoun to arrange the direct talks. 


he said. 

The question was raised during a meeting early Monday 
between Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and south 
African Vice-President Thabo Mbeki. 

Mr. Sahnoun said Monday that there is "still a small hope 
to concretise the meeting." He told AFP that both parties 
“continue to say they're ready” to meet. 

Last Thursday, Mr. Sahnoun and South African Vice 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Aziz Pahad, peace mediators in 
the ongoing conflict, announced in Cape Town that the two 
foes had agreed to meet 

But on Saturday, Mr. Kabila toughened his position, say- 
ing he only would meet Mr. Mobutu to discuss the condi- 
tions for the president’s departure, while the head of state 
'refuses to stand down. 

The rebels have seized all key cities apart from the capi- 
tal Kinshasa and are seeking to oust Mr. Mobutu, ruler for 
the past 32 years. 

Meanwhile, China Tuesday denied it had sent any troops 
to Zaire dismissing claims by a senior rebel leader that 400 
Chinese soldiers had flown into Kinshasa to boost forces 
hacking President Mobutu. 

“This is a 100 per cent rumour,” Chinese Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman Cui Tiankai said. 

'These rumours have no foundation and are designed 
only to damage relations between the Zairean and Chinese 
people.” Mr. Cui added. 

“China never sends its troops abroad." he said, adding “the 
People's Liberation Army does not have any mercenaries.” 

Emphasising China’s position of neutrality, he said Bei- 
jing would “continue to develop good relations with Zaire 
even if the government changes.” 

‘‘Sino- African relations are based on confidence, mutual 
understanding and non-interference. That is our attitude to 
all African countries including Zaire,” Mr. Cui said. 

On Monday, rebel official Mawapanga Mwana Nanga 
claimed that 400 Chinese soldiers had arrived in the Zairean 
capital. 

“We are not afraid of the Chinese, nor of anyone,” he 
added, without saying whether the reported soldiers were 
mercenaries or Chinese government troops. 

Zairean diplomats in Beijing also denied the claim. 

“We have always enjoyed very close military cooperation 
with China,” one diplomat said adding that a brigade of 
government light infantry in Kisangani had been trained by 
China. 

“But since the beginning (of civil war in the central 
African nation last year), C hina has chosen a position of 
neutrality." he said. “China has done nothing for either side, 
and no Chinese troops have arrived there” he added speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 


Annan urges states to back chemical weapons pact 


GENEVA rR> — U.N. Sec- 
retary-General Kofi .Annan 
Monday urged states to rati- 
fy a landmark global treaty 
outlawing ' chemical wqa- . 
poos before it goes into 
force on April 29. 

Mr. Annan said in a state- 
ment during a one-day visit 
to Geneva that he had writ- 
ten to heads of key states 
urging their ratification of 
the treaty which bars devel- 
opment production, stock- 
piling, transfer and use of 
chemical weapons. 

The chemical weapons 
convention, opened for sig- 
nature in Paris in 1993. has 


been ratified by 74 of the 
162 states that signed it Mr. 
Annan said. 

“This treaty is too impor- 
tant for the security of every 
state and future internation- 
al stability to be handi- 
capped by the failure of 
some to become parties,” 
the U.N. chief said 

“Moreover, states that fail 
to ratify it will undermine 
their credibility in subse- 
quent arms regulation and 
disarmament negotiations.” 

The pact has been held up 
in the U.S. Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee 
chaired by Republican Se- 


nator Jesse Helms of North 
Carolina who argues it 
would be ineffective and 
expose U.S. Chemical com- 
panies to outside inspection. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright Sunday 
conceded the outloolc for 
required Senate approval 
remained uncertain ahead of 
a debate on the pact sched- 
uled for Wednesday. 

Ms. Albright argued that 
failure to approve the treaty 
would harm U.S. Credibili- 
ty. “We will be in the same 
position as Iraq and Libya,” 
she said of two non-signato- 
ries to the treaty. 


Russia and Iran are among 
the other nations that have 
not ratified the treaty. 

The global pact was nego- 
tiated by the Ronald Reagan 
and George Bush adminis- 
trations but U.S. President 
Bill Clinton has made it a 
cause of his own and 
launched a full-scale effort 
to win Senate passage. 

Me. Helms has proposed 
provisions that would effec- 
tively bar U.S. participation 
in the treaty when it goes 
into effect next week, with 
or without the United 
States. 


Chechens mourn Dudayev on anniversary of death 


GEKHI-CHU, Russia (R) 
— Thousands of Chechens 
gathered in a remote field 
Monday to least and pray in 
honour of separatist leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev on the 
first anniversary of his 
death. 

The elusive rebel chief 
was killed by a Russian 
rocket which struck in an 
open field as he spoke on 
his satellite telephone. 
Many Chechens and Rus- 
sians believe the phone call 
had given away his location. 

Bur as Dudayev’s admir- 
ers. many of them wearing 
traditional lambskin hats, 
mourned at the spot where 
he died near the village of 
Gekhi-Chu. an early morn- 
ing bomb attack raised the 
spectre that the separatists 
could be taking the indepen- 
dence struggle outside their 
Caucasus region. 

No one was injured, but a 
monument to union bet- 
ween Russia and the auto- 
nomous region of Kabar- 
dino-Balkaria was slightly 
damaged in the explosion in 
the city of Nalchiksome 70 


kilometres from Chechen- 
ya's borders. 

Local prosecutor Ruslan 
Abazov said he did not yet 
know whether the explosion 
was connected to events in 
Cbechenya. 

Chechen leaders had 
warned that rebels might 
stage revenge attacks on 
Russian targets to Mark the 
anniversary. 

A Moscow spokesman for 
the Federal Security Service 
said security had been 
stepped up around Che- 
chenya. 

Moscow and Chechenya 
signed a ceasefire last 
August halting a 21 -month 
war, but they have not set- 
tled the main issue — 
whether the rebel region is 
part of Russia or indepen- 
dent. 

A Russian legislator par- 
ticipating in talks with the 
Chechens said Monday he 
expected an agreement bet- 
ween the two sides by next 
month, but said the final sta- 
tus of Chechenya would 
take years to solve. 

“I think that by May we 


will have agreed to a serious 
document,” Vladimir Zorin, 
the chairman of the lower 
house of parliament's 
nationalities committee told 
Reuters. “Confidential talks 
are now taking place.” 

Salman Raduyev, a radical 
Chechen guerrilla comman- 
der. has threatened repeat- 
edly to attack Russian cities 
although such attacks have 
not been carried out An 
aide repeated the warnings 
after Raduyev was hurt in a 
car bomb earlier this month. 

Abu Movsayev, the leader 
of Checbenya’s National 
Security Service, said last 
week that he believed 
attacks might be launched 
in the neighbouring Russian 
regions of north Ossetia. 
Kabardino-Balkaria and 
Dagestan to mark Duda- 
yev's death. 

But he said such attacks 
would not have the approval 
of the Chechen leadership. 

Dudayev declared Che- 
chenya independent from 
Russia in 1991 and he led 
the fight against Russian 
troops sent by President 


Boris Yeltsin in late 1994 to 
cry to smash the separatist 
drive. 

Chechens arrived in Ge- 
khi-Chu in cars and buses 
along a small dirt-and-rock 
road to take part in Mon- 
day’s informal commemo- 
ration. 

Some carried portraits of 
Dudayev, others prayed to 
Allah near the unmarked 
memorial stone that marks 
the spot where Dudayev 
died. Later, the Chechens 
sang, danced and ate boiled 
beef as the event became 
more festive. 

Several Chechen political 
leaders also arrived to show 
their respects on a hazy 
spring day. Another rally 
was expected in the Che- 
chen capital Grozny, which 
the Chechens now call 
Dzhokhar-Ghala (city of 
Dzhokhar). 

Some Chechens say 
Dudayev is still alive and in 
hiding, and may be getting 
ready to return to political 
life. They cite the absence 
of a grave and other details 
as evidence. 


DEA raids San Francisco medical marijuana club 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad- 
ministration agents Monday 
raided a San Francisco club 
that supplies marijuana to 
sick people, seizing 33 1 pot 
plants and equipment used 
to grow them, officials said. 

The early-morning raid on 
the "flower therapy" office 
reignited controversy over 
proposition 215, a measure 
passed by California voters 
last November that allows 
sick people and their “pri- 
mary caregiver” to grow and 
possess marijuana for med- 
ical use when recommended 
by a doctor. 

The measure put Califor- 
nia law at odds with federal 
law. which classifies mari- 


juana as an illegal drug and 
makes no exceptions for 
sick people. 

DEA spokesman Stan 
Vegar said agents served a 
federal search warrant on 
the “flower therapy” office 
Monday morning and found 
an “indoor marijuana culti- 
vation operation.” 

The agents seized 331 
marijuana plants as well as 
high-intensity lights, fans, 
plastic tubing and other 
equipment used to grow 
them, he said. No arrests 
were made but the investi- 
gation continued. Mr. Vegar 
said. 

He said the DEA's posi- 
tion, both before and after 
passage of proposition 215, 


was that it would “investi- 
gate large-scale marijuana 
cultivation organisations." 

“Flower therapy” is one of 
about five clubs that supply 
marijuana to sick people in 
San Francisco. Supporters 
of medical marijuana say 
the drug can help ease the 
pain of AIDS, cancer, glau- 
coma and other serious ill- 
nesses. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion strongly opposed 
proposition 215 and has 
pledged to sanction doctors 
who prescribe marijuana 
under the California mea- 
sure. 

Opponents of proposition 
215 argued that it would 
legalise marijuana by the 


back door and pointed out 
that the food and drug ad- 
ministration had not app- 
roved marijuana as a treat- 
ment for any illness. 

“Rower therapy” spokes- 
man Todd Swindell said no 
club staff were present 
when agents entered Mon- 
day morning. He said the 
agents seized equipment 
worth more than $7,000 but 
did not take records of 
clients or doctors. 

He said he felt “sick to 
(his) stomach" when he 
learned of the raid. “This is 
medicine for people with 
AIDS and cancer, people 
fighting for their lives ” he 
said. 



Zairean rebels leave one side of the Zaire River aboard a ferry to retrieve UN. equipment ■bandoned on i the other 
side of the river. U.N. operations at the refugee makeshift camps has been stopped by incidents of violence from the 
Zairean population (Reuter photo) 

Armenia I Afghanistan’s Taleban reject 
denies criticism of its human rights 

attacking KABUL (API — The bard- ened off by Afghanistan's mand province used to cul- 

° line Taleban government ongoing civil war, claiming tivate more than . U.UUU 

A Monday rejected criticism many were too scared to tonnes of cotton annually, 

/xZCrUdl j dll of its strict Islamic policies even drive the bumpy roads Mr. Muttaqi said. 

leveled at a recent human leading into Kabul. • But years at civil war 

YEREVAN, Armenia (API rights conference in He called on human rights have destroyed irrigation 

— Armenia's Defence Geneva. investigators to visit Tale- systems and left thousands 

Ministry Monday denied “The human rights envoys ban zones before making of hectares (acres) littered 

c laims from rival Arerbai- never visit any Taleban statements against its lead- by land mines, reducing 

SS" "MrMuttaqi also defended 2JDOO 1230 start 

tion zones wtuch is wrong" the Taiebans .con! on 

n^ni- u-aarp Information Minister Amir drugs. People cultivate opium 

zens oi people were wuea Muttaqi told journal- Afghanistan now ranks because they need money, 

ana wounaea. i s t$ ; n ^e war-shattered second only to Burma as the said Mr. Muttaqi. “But no 

Rejecting the claims, mi- Afghan capital. world’s largest producer of one in Taleban zones cun 

mstry spokesman Seiran fh e Taleban has enforced poppy, the raw material smoke opium or hashish.” 

Shakhsuvanan accused a str ^ c j- version of Islamic used to make opium and he- Mr. Muttaqi also said thtjtf 
Azerbaijan of firing across Law in the two- thirds of roin. according to the Uni- Taleban has sent a cupturea 

the border over the week- Afghanistan it controls, for- ted Nations drug control opposition commander to 

end and seriously injuring bidding women from work- programme. its southern seat of covem- 

thnee residents in the vil- banning girls from The Taleban has banned ment in Kandahar. 550 kilo- 

lage of Paravakhar in nor- school and forcing men to growing and smoking ha- metres southwest of Kabul, 

them Armenia. He also ac- pray in mosques. shish, a drug popular among to face trial for sedition, 

eused azerbaijani troops of International human Afghans, but has noi moved Mohammed Zaheer. who 
firing at an important high- rights groups have assailed to limit poppy cultivation. was captured by the Taleban 

way along the border. the Taleban's attitude to- Foreign anti-narcotics of- last week during fighting in 

Azerbaijan Sunday ac- wards women and its sum- ficials say most of the pop- eastern Nangahar province, 

cused Armenia of shelline mary arrests of minority py cultivated in Afghanistan is.the son of Haji Qadir a 

Azerbaijani positions ethnic groups. « is processed into heroin powerful commander fight- 

around the disputed en- The Taleban is locked in a along the rugged Pakistan ing the Taleban. 

.'I qvp nf Naonm o-Knn fierce battle with a north- border and then smuggled Mr. Qadir controlled Nan- 

bakh and along the north- era b:Lsed «*lmon which to Europe and the United gahar since the fail of Af- 

_ __ t, ot+ vLrsW espouses a more liberal States. ghanistan s Communists in 

F JJ° view of Islam and which Mr. Muttaqi said the 1992 until he was overrun 

I ney claimed Armenian lately represents the coiin- Taleban lacked funds to last September by the Tale- 

tanks tried to cross into uy'g ethnic minorities. combat the lucrative opium ban Islamic militia, which 

Az f j XJr v 'J ere Most Taleban fighters be- trade, but would take action went on to capture Kabul, 

pelled and that at least 50 j on g t0 qj e country's major- if given international fund- The Taleban believe Mr. 

people were killed or ity Pashtun ethnic group, ing. Qadir's forces are behind 

wounded in clashes that The coalition against the “The U.N. Should come recent insurgencies in 

allegedly lasted all week- Taleban represents the eth- talk to U.S. about this issue. Nangahar and neighbouring 

end. oic Tajiks, Uzbeks, Shiite We are ready to cooperate Kunar province. 

Azerbaijani President Muslims and a small Is- and coordinate our activity “But now there is no more 

Geidar Aliev said Monday maeili sect of Islam. to fight the drug trade” he danger to the Taleban in 

his country doesn't coosid- Mr. Muttaqi said human said. Nangahar." said Mr. Mut- 

er the attacks a violation of rights workers were fright- Farmers in southern Hel- taqi. 
the two countries' 1994 “ 

ufs, wi* r .- s S. Korea leaves peace , 

special envoy to the two R f 

countries on the Nagomo 

talks hanging in limbo 

the current truce. 

Armenian military NEW YORK (R) — South Korea's top 53 Korean War and replace a fraying 

spokesman Shakhsuvanan negotiators in the proposed four-way peace armistice with a peace treaty, 

denied anyone was killed ta ^ £S Monday they were flying back to Although North Korea negotiators told 
or injured in the clashes, Seoul after they and U.S: officials failed to American and South Korean counterparts 

except the three villagers. persuade North Korea to join the talks. last week they essentially accepted the pro- 

But Mr. Aliev said there After a week of hopeful attempts among posal, they conditioned that acceptance on 

were casualties on both Noith , Korcan 3 nd Soulh Korean offi- demands for more food aid and lifting U.S. 

sides though he did not c,als ' a spokesman for South Korea's U.N. trade sanctions. 

provide figures. ^ slon s “ d . of *“• c °nntty’s delegation: “At this point ... the North Koreans seem 

In the village of Verkh- 15?/ ot t *J era ‘ . r ^ Iuctanc t0 come back to the Republic of 

nye Salakhy, 450 kilome- They (North Korea) must have realised Korea and the United States for the kind of 
tres from Baku, the Azer- *?. s 9“ caUed acceptance full working session that we had antieipat- 

baijani capital one Azer- ^° n ?? oa f etl " State Department spokesman Nicholas 

. rr ^ about four-way talks, Ji Won Suh told said Burns said. 

for' 1 Arif‘S- £ 5 “ CTease “ food He said the peace talks proposal remained 

rimov 30 kiUedia the „ „ on table but whether Pyongyang will 

° ,n the North Koreans have insisted they could accept it “is anyone's And so there is 

W Th^ n * fi8 52?' c - t Cnler * e between the wo a bit of a muddle in New York ri«hi now" * 

The two former Soviet Korean nations plus China without guaian- A high-level North Korean defector? 
republics are locked in a tees of badly-needed food aid. Hwang Jang-yop who artved in Seou 

bttter nine-year dispute ■ Mr. Suh said talks would be held on a Monday, raised iantts hT reportuig to 

over Nagorno-Karabakh, a "working level’ which would include South North Koreans “have lost hopT" and their 

tnounamous enclave m- Korean officials from its Washington desperate Stalinist govemme^eem" intent 

side Azerbaijan populated embassy rather than from Seoul. on waging war 

by Araenians wbo drove In Washington, a State Department offi- Mr. Bums said while the border between 

out Azerbaijani troops and ciiti smd working group talks had been held North and South is one of rhe most danscr- 

proclaimed independence. in New York Monday for two hours and “all ous spots on Earth, the StiiS 
A truce signed in 1994 , 37 ' 000 there, remains ready to 

ended the war that killed *t ^ ton* fijTthcr > work needs to be defend South Korea if needed and will 
15,000 people and turned do h .^ d . meeUn S? have yet to be maintain its military presence. But he noted 
about one million others scheduled, but they certainly are possible that the landmark 1994 US -North Korean 

into refugees, but peace “A*® P ro P° saI 15 stjU on toe table," he accord freezing Pyongyang's nuclear pro- 

talks have remained dead- gramme was workine well" 

locked. Armenian forces - 1 c f° £ omrt ] ent , on toe implica- So despite Mr. H wane's comment* “we 

presently control most of Je Lt able^rav’h^Wvf yi °1 f at actually the » tafr 

the. enclave and some land notTuDrised that thev iSfin^“ S ° 0316 ^ lh e North Koreans, ut least, are 
inside Azerbaijan. 1 Ed? chSf a ‘° ft,rlher taJk "W« toe United Stales. 

The 1994 ceasefire has Charles Kama J and ^louto Korean ^ S ° Uth Korea - with hp™. with olher 

largely held, but sporadic counterpart said ^ey were ready Asui who interested m 

clashes continue. Last into semcr- level talk™ S ™ 

week, the Armenian De- delegation. 01111 *° reaS 

fence Ministry said its The aim was to hear North Korea’s renlv J VJr 1006 a,d ,ssue ’ Mr - B »ms reitenw- 
troops killed seven Azer- to a year-old United Stet^S^h lhaI jf ^ U N ' WoHd 1 

baijani gunmen who tried proposal for four-party peace talks that ^. rograin " ie 0VFP) makes another, 

to cross into Armenia. would finally close the iha'iocn 7_ p . , we . need more _ We would obvious- 


KABUL (AP) — The hard- 
line Taleban government 
Monday rejected criticism 
of its strict Islamic policies 
leveled at a recent human 
rights conference in 
Geneva. 

“The human rights envoys 
never visit any Taleban 
areas. They just collect in- 
formation from our opposi- 
tion zones which is wrong,” 
Information Minister Amir 
Khan Muttaqi told journal- 
ists in the war-shattered 
Afghan capital. 

The Taleban has enforced 
a strict version of Islamic 
Law in the two-thirds of 
Afghanistan it controls, for- 
bidding women from work- 
ing, banning girls from 
school and forcing men to 
pray in mosques. 

International human 
rights groups have assailed 
the Taleban's attitude to- 
wards women and its sum- 
mary arrests of minority 
ethnic groups. « 

The Taleban is locked in a 
fierce battle with a north- 
ern-based coalition which 
espouses a more liberal 
view of Islam and which 
largely represents the coun- 
try's ethnic minorities. 

Most Taleban fighters be- 
long to the country's major- 
ity Pashtun ethnic group. 
The coalition against the 
Taleban represents the eth- 
nic Tajiks, Uzbeks, Shiite 
Muslims and a small Is- 
maeili sect of Islam. 

Mr. Muttaqi said human 
rights workers were fright- 


ened off by Afghanistan's 
ongoing civil war, claiming 
many were too scared to 
even drive the bumpy roads 
leading into Kabul. 

He called on human rights 
investigators to visit Tale- 
ban zones before making 
statements against its lead- 
ership. 

Mr. Muttaqi also defended 
the Taleban's record on 
drugs. 

Afghanistan now ranks 
second only to Burma as the 
world’s largest producer of 
poppy, the raw material 
used to make opium and he- 
roin. according to the Uni- 
ted Nations drug control 
programme. 

The Taleban has banned 
growing and smoking ha- 
shish, a drug popular among 
Afghans, bur has noi moved 
to limit poppy cultivation. 

Foreign anti-narcotics of- 
ficials say most of the pop- 
py cultivated in Afghanistan 
is processed into heroin 
along the rugged Pakistan 
border and then smuggled 
to Europe and the United 
States. 

Mr. Muttaqi said the 
Taleban lacked funds to 
combat the lucrative opium 
trade, but would take action 
if given international fund- 
ing. 

“The U.N. Should come 
talk to U.S. about this issue. 
We are ready to cooperate 
and coordinate our activity 
to fight the drug trade ” he 
said. 

Fanners in southern Hel- 


mand province used to cul- 
tivate more than 50.000 
tonnes of cotton annually, 
Mr. Muttaqi said. 

But years of civil war 
have destroyed irrigation 
systems and left thousands 
of hectares (acres) littered 
by land mines, reducing 
cotton output to a mere 
2.000 tonnes (2.200 short 
tonnes) a year, he said. 

“People cultivate opium 
because they need money" 
said Mr. Muttaqi. “But no 
one in Taleban zones cun 
smoke opium or hashish.” 

Mr. Muttaqi also said th«£ 
Taleban has sent a capturea 
opposition commander to 
its southern seat of govern- 
ment in Kandahar. 550 kilo- 
metres southwest of Kabul, 
to face trial for sedition. 

Mohammed Zaheer. who 
was captured by the Taleban 
last week during fighting in 
eastern Nangahar province, 
is.the son of Haji Qadir a 
powerful commander fight- 
ing the Taleban. 

Mr. Qadir controlled Nan- 
gahar since lhe fall of Af- 
ghanistan's Communists in 
1992 until he was overrun 
last September by the Tale- 
ban Islamic militia, which 
went on to capture Kabul. 

The Taleban believe Mr. 
Qadir's forces are behind 
recent insurgencies in 
Nangahar and neighbouring 
Kunar province. 

“But now there is no more 
danger to the Taleban in 
Nangahar." said Mr. Mut- 
taqi. 


S. Korea leaves peace 
talks hanging in limbo 


NEW YORK (R) — South Korea’s top 
negotiators in the proposed four-way peace 
talks said Monday they were flying back to 
Seoul after they and U.S: officials failed to 
persuade North Korea to join the talks. 

After a week of hopeful attempts among 
U.S., North Korean and South Korean offi- 
cials, a spokesman for South Korea's U.N. 
mission said of his country's delegation: 
’They are Hying back, all of them.” 

‘They (North Korea) must have realised 
we cannot regard the so-called acceptance 
in principle with all those preconditions 
about four-way talks,” Ji Won Suh told said 
in reference to an increase in food aid that 
the North demanded. 

North Koreans have insisted they could 
not enter the peace talks between the two 
Korean nations plus China without guaran- 
tees of badly-needed food aid. 

‘ Mr. Suh said talks would be held on a 
“working level” which would include South 
Korean officials from its Washington 
embassy rather than from Seoul. 

In Washington, a State Department offi- 
cial said working group talks had been held 
in New York Monday for two hours and “all 
sides agreed to continue them.” 

“At this time further work needs to be 
done and further meetings have yet to be 
scheduled, but they certainly are possible 

and the proposal is still on the table," he 
said. 

He refused to comment on the implica- 
tions of South Korea’s departure, saying 
“they are not able to stay here forever so I 
am not suprised that they will leave.” 
Earlier Monday chief U.S. negotiator 
Charles Kartman and his South Korean 
counterpart said they were ready to enter 
into senior-level talks with North Korea’s 
delegation. 

The aim was to hear North Korea’s reply 
to a year-old United States-South Korean 
proposal for four-party peace talks that 
would finally close the books on the 1950 - 


53 Korean War and replace a fraying 
armistice with a peace treaty. 

Although North Korea negotiators told 
American and South Korean counterparts 
last week they essentially accepted the pro- 
posal, they conditioned that acceptance on 
demands for more food aid and lifting U.S. 
trade sanctions. 

“At this point ... the North Koreans seem 
reluctant to come back to the Republic of 
Korea and the United States for the kind of 
full working session that we had anticipat- 
ed, State Department spokesman Nicholas 
Burns said. 

He said the peace talks proposal remained 
on the table but whether Pyongyang will 
accept it “is anyone's guess. And so there is 
a bit of a muddle in New York right now," 

A high-level North Korean defedor: 
Hwang Jang-yop, who arrived in Seoul 
Monday, raised alarms by reporting thar 
North Koreans “have lost hope” and their 
desperate Stalinist government seems intent 
on waging war. 

Mr. Bums said while the border between 
North and South is one of rhe most danger- 
ous spots on Earth, the United States, with 
37.000 troops there, remains ready to 
defend South Korea if needed and will 
maintain its military presence. Bui he noted 
that the landmark 1994 U.S.-North Korean 
accord freezing Pyongyang’s nuclear pro- 
gramme was working well.*’ 

So despite Mr. Hwang's comments “we 
think that actually the events seem to indi- 
cate that the North Koreans, ut least, are 
open to further talk with the United Stales, 
with South Korea, with Japan, with other 
countries in Asia who are interested io 
peace and security on the Korean peninsu- 
la.’ he said. 

On toe food aid issue. Mr. Bums reiterai- , 
ed earlier comments that if the U.N. World f 
Food Programme (WFP) makes another, 
appeal “we need more. We would obvious- 
ly look at that very serious! v” 
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An aerial ■view of burned out buildings surrounded by the flood waters of the Red River in downtown Grand Forks, 
North Dakota. The Red River has risen 25 feet above its flood level. At least 13 downtown buildings sustained fire 
damage when firefighters could not control a blaze due to the flood waters i Reuter photo I 

U.S. city staggers under flood, fire losses 


GRAND FORKS. N.D. (Ri — Boat patrols cruised ihe 
flooded streets of this devastated north dakota city Monday- 
searching for stragglers as cranes prepared 10 knock down 
buildings gutted by fire in the downtown district. 

Roughly 90 per cent of Grand Forks was under water 
from the cresting Red River, which has flooded vast stretch- 
es of the northern U.S. plains for the past three weeks. 

The White House announced President Bill Clinton 
would visit Tuesday, arriving at an air force base used as an 
emergency shelter by city residents. 

"When he sees the disastrous condition we are in he will 
grant us assistance — much assistance." Grand Forks 
Mayor Pat Owens told reporters at a daily news briefing. 

Icy. murky floodwaiers polluted with raw sewage stood as 
much as three metres deep in downtown streets, where gut- 
. ted buildings stood gaping from the fierce weekend fire*! 
/Across the Red River in East Grand Forks. Minnesota, 
houses were nearly submerged and some had floated loose 
from their foundations, the mayor of the town of 9.000 said. 

"Many people left with only the shirt on their backs. No 
money, no possessions. We’ve told them to stay out of town 
for at least two weeks.” Mayor Lynn Stauss said. 

Officials worried that federal assistance of between 
SJO.OOO and SI5.000 per family would fail to meet the 
needs of many residents who have lost everything in u-hat 
experts have called a once-in-500-year flood. 

"1 think we need to have money available for people to 
rebuild their houses. Grant money, not loans. The money 
available now is just not enough,"’said U.S. Representative 
Collin Peterson. Democrat of Minnesota. 

The recovery effort cannot begin until the waters recede, 
and the river was expected to remain at its forecast crest at 
grand forks of 1 6.4 metres — 7.9 metres above flood stage 
— for several day's. 

Meanwhile. 120 kilometres upstream in Fargo, where a 
massive diking operation kept the state’s largest" city mostly 
dry, the waters were dropping by an 2.5 centimetres an hour. 

But Grand Forks faced clear disaster. Journalists taken 
aloft in a national guard helicopter saw a city of 50.000 
people transformed into a ghost town stranded amid a vast, 
chocolate-coloured swamp. 

The business district, hit by a fire after floodwaiers over- 
powered makeshift dikes Friday, was a blackened ruin and 


motorboats manned by emergency crews puttered through 
the flooded streets looking for people and pels stranded 
amid the chaos. 

Officials said they had moved a crane into dow ntown atop 
a flatbed truck to begin demolition work on the several city 
blocks that were consumed by the fire. 

Despite the crisis, police reported only two burglaries — 
of an auto parts store and a pawn shop — and said efforts 
were now concentrated on removing people to safety. 

Police spokesman Byron Sieber said a blind man and a 
"heavily medicated" 96-year-old woman had to be forcibly 
removed from their homes as floodwaiers lapped at their 
doorsteps. Mr. Sieber also said he spotted two people riding 
jet. 

Meanwhile, residents of the farming town of Emerson on 
the border with North Dakota were being evacuated 
Monday and the military was called in to help fortify dikes 
along the flooding Red River, authorities said. 

"We're evacuating all 750 people by 8:00 p.m. Tuesday.” 
Emerson Mayor Wayne Arsney told Manitoba Premier 
Gary Film on. who toured the threatened area. 

Mr. Filmon said the province had requested emergency 
federal aid and that Canadian noops and army engineers 
were deployed as the threat of flooding increased. 

"We've got 400 soldiers available in Manitoba and more 
elsewhere. We'D call upon them as needed." 1, Mr. Filmon 
told Reuters. 

The Red River is expected to cresr in Emerson, about 
1 60.9 kilometres south of Winnipeg. Wednesday. 

Some highways in the area were already flooded and oth- 
ers were closed as bulldozers and residents moved in to 
shore up the ring dike surrounding the tow n with sandbags 
and other available materials. 

Emergency vehicles stood by and helicopters hovered 
overhead through the morning as Emerson's main hospital 
was evacuated and hundreds of residents in the Red River 
Valley were notified to stun evacuating their homes. 

Further upstream, an emergency worker at St. Jean 
Baptiste. Manitoba, said the river was rising 3.810 centime- 
tres an hour there. 

Authorities said the U.S.- Canada border near Emerson 
would close at midnight iCDT i tonight and traffic would be 
diverted to northwest Ontario or western Manitoba. 


U.K. Labour say Santer speech ill-judged intervention 


LONDON (R) — The op- 
position Labour Party has 
.'^accused European Com- 
mission President Jacques 
Santer of making an ilJ- 
judged intervention in 
Britain's election cam- 
paign with his spirited 
attack on Eurosceptic 
"doom merchants." 

But his blunt message 
proved an electoral god- 
send for Prime Minister 
John Major, whose party 
has been shaken by divi- 
sions over Europe and 
grown fearful of interven- 
tion by Brussels and ero- 
sion of national sovereign- 
ty. 

In a speech in Amster- 
dam Monday. Mr. Santer 
railed against what he 
called "unjustified and 
misplaced" outbursts of 
. Euroscepticism. 

- ' "Do these doom mer- 
chants want us to step 
backwards towards a Eu- 
rope only composed of 
simple trading arrange- 
ments?" he asked. 


The speech provoked a 
frosty response from La- 
bour’s home afffairs 
spokesman Jack Straw 
who told BBC Television: 
“I think it was ill-judged 
and unwise of him to 
make this intervention. 

“It's been an under- 
standing that members of 
the European commission 
do not interfere in the pol- 
itics of the nation states, 
particularly at the time of 
an election," he said. 

The Sun, Britain’s best- 
selling Tabloid which has 
switched its allegiance to 
Labour, said of Mr. San- 
ter: "He clearly thinks he 
is president of Europe. 
Well he isn’t. He’s just a 
jumped-up pipsqueak of a 
civil servant," 

But Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind, who has 
moved toward the Euro- 
sceptic wing of the ruling 
Conservative Party, was 
delighted by the speech: "1 
positively welcome it,” be 
said. 


Both Mr. Major and 
Labour leader Tony Blair 
have adopted a "wait and 
see" stance on whether 
Britain should join a sin- 
gle European currency, 
due to be launched in 
January 1999. 

This contrasts sharply 
with France where Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac Mon- 
day called a snap parlia- 
mentary election aimed at 
revitalising the country 
before it joins the curren- 
cy. 

'Mr. Chirac said a single 
EL currency was “essen- 
tial if we want to assert 
ourselves as a great eco- 
nomic and political po- 
wer" with the Euro on an 
equal footing with the dol- 
lar and the yen. 

Mr. Major, trailing Mr. 
Blair by up to 20 percent- 
age points in opinion polls 
for the May I election, 
passionately believes he 
can convince voters he is 
the right man to fight Bri- 
tain’s corner in Europe. 


But many Conservative 
candidates, bidding to 
give the party an unprece- 
dented fifth election win in 
a row, have said in their 
constituency election add- 
resses that they would 
never vote to jettison the 
pound sterling. 

Mr. Major says Mr. 
Blair has given away his 
negotiating position in 
advance of the June Euro- 
pean summit in Amster- 
dam. 

"If it is right for Britain, 
I will keep my feet on the 
brakes. Mr. Blair would 
go to Amsterdam and put 
his Toot on the accelerator 
to a federal Europe," Mr. 
Major claimed Monday. 

Mr. Blair insisted in his 
one big foreign policy 
speech of the six-week 
campaign that be was the 
true British patriot. 

"If there is a desire for a 
superstate, we will stop it. 
We want a Europe where 
national identities are not 
submerged," he said. 


Russia premier says deal with 
NATO possible on May 27 


PRAGUE t R i — Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin said Monday a 
pact between Russia and 
NATO could be signed on 
May 27. but that Moscow’s 
opposition to the easruard 
expansion of the security 
alliance would not chance. 

NATO officials earlier said 
a new round of talks bet- 
ween alliance Secretary-Ge- 
neral Javier Soian3 and Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Yev- 
geny Primakov, aimed at 
overcoming remaining Ruv 
sian objections, had been sei 
for May 6 in Luxembourg. 

Asked at a news confer- 
ence if the deal could be 
signed on May 27. as stated 
by President Boris Yeitsia 
last week. Mr. Chernomyr- 
din said laughing: “If the 
president said the 27th thai 
means it will be ready on 
the 27th. As for NATO ex- 
pansion. we will be against 
it even after that ." 

Mr. Yeltsin said in Ger- 


many last week that he 
hoped the NATO- Russia 
pact would be ready for 
signing in Pans on May 27 

The Czech Republic. 
Hungary and Poland are 
leading contenders to he in- 
vited to join the alliance in a 
first wave of new members, 
expected to be announced at 
a NATO summit in Madrid 
in July. 

Moscow, which opposes 
the expansion, has demand- 
ed the North Atlantic Trea- 
ty Organisation t.NATO* 
should not station nuclear 
and other weapons in new 
member states and wants a 
binding treaty on relations 
between Russia and the 
alliance. 

"It is not a question of 
NATO. We are talking about 
(he military components of 
NATO." Mr Chcr-nomyrdin 
said after talks with Czech 
Prime Minister Vaclav 
Klaus in Prague. 

“We should not allow new 


div is ions to appear in Eu- 
rope. new bkvs. That i> 
why we are today against 
the expansion of NATO" 
he added. 

NATO official*, who have 
stressed enlargement would 
proceed whether or no: 
deal with Russia iu> been 
signed, have said that ihe 
alliance has "no intentions, 
n*.* plans, no reasons'* to 
place foreign tri>»p* or nuc- 
lear weapon* or. the Semtu- 
r> of new members. 

Tne Czechs have s.i:J 
Russia's security concerns 
must he t.iken into account 
but *a> there can he no turn- 
ing back on NATO expan- 
sion. Mr. Klaus said he un- 
derstood Mo-low’* security 

concerns, hut .iJJcJ that 

Czech NATO membership 
is "in expression o} our 
interest in our security." 

"We J: -cus*ed our posi- 
tions in detail They are not 
identical because they are 
base j on the ditleren: *pe ■ 


cific interests of the two 
countries. But I nevertheless 
believe that these differ- 
ences of Mpimou will not 
lead to any complications in 
our future relations" Mr. 
Klaus said. 

Relations between Czechs 
and Russians remain for 
many overshadowed by the 
I U 6S VXarsaw Pjci interven- 
tion !o crush the Prague 
Spring attempt to mi ri since 
"socialism with a human 
f.u.e" m Ihcn Communist 
Czechoslovakia. 

But Mr Chernomyrdin 

and Mr. Klaus both stressed 
the need, tor closer coopera- 
tion. particularly m !hc eco- 
nomic field "No going 
hack, no repetition, bul coo- 
peration" Mr Chernomyr- 
din s.uJ 

The two prime ministers 
also signed all addendum to 
a l lJl »-} agreement on set- 
tling debt to 'ill Russia and 
live iortnci boviet Union to 
ihe C'/ech Republic, which 


Romania 
pushes case 
for NATO ; 
membership 
in U.S. 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Romania pressed its case in 
Washington Monday for 
early NATO membership, 
winning warm words from 
U.S. Secretary of State Ma- 
deleine Albright bul no 
public assurances it would 
be among (he first to join. 

"We are sure that Ro- 
mania could comply, could 
meet the criteria for NATO 
membership." Foreign Mi- 
nister Adrian Severin said 
before talks w ith albright at 
the state depanmem. . 

"We are looking towards 
NATO and towards our 
NATO membership as be- 
ing the confirmation of a 
unified Europe and as be- 
ing the confirmation that 
Romania really belongs to 
the democratic family." he 
added. 

Mrs. Albright, appearing 
before reporters with Mr. 
Severin. said she applaud- 
ed Romania's aspiration to 
join the Western alliance, 
but she insisted that "no 
decisions have been made 
as of yet on who will enter 
NATO immediately.” 

The alliance will an- 
nounce at a summit in 
Madrid in July which for-, 
merly Communist coun- T 
tries will be the first to be 
invited to apply for mem- 
bership. 

The Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland are 
seen as front-runners, with 
Romania and Slovenia 
considered possibles. 

France is Romania's 
chief backer in NATO, but 
the United States has also 
warmed towards Bucharest 
since a reformist govern- 
ment took over from ex- 
Communists last year. 

Mrs. Albright reaffirmed 
that those countries not in- 
vited to join this year 
would still be eligible later. 
"While NATO's enlarge- 
ment will begin at Madrid 
it will not end there." she 
said. 

‘The door to NATO mem- 
bership will remain open. 
The first shall not be the 
last and we are very pleased 
with the partnership activi-- 
ties that we have been 
involved (in) with Ro- 
mania already." she added. 


Australian book claiming aboriginals 
were cannibals revives race debate 


SYDNEY (AFPj — A new book by -up- 
porters of right wing MP Pauline Hun-on 
revived Australia's race debate and sparked 
a fresh furore Tuesday with its claim that 
aborigines ate their young. 

“Pauline Hanson: The Truth", includes 
so-called "eyewitness" accounts of how 
aborigines living near eooktown :n northern 
Queensland last century cannibalised fami- 
ly members after clubbing them to death. 

“They killed and ate their own women 
and children and occasionally their men." 
said the book, being sold to raise funds for 
Hanson’s newly launched one nation politi- 
cal party. "The older women were often 
killed for eating purposes like livestock." it 
said. 

As Hanson's supporters including David 
Ettridge, national director of One Nation, 
defended the book as "well researched." 
various experts denounced it Tuesday as 
distorted or unsubstantiated by any evi- 
dence. . 

A leading authority on aboriginal history. 
Professor Henry Reynolds of Townsville's 
James Cook University, described ihe 
claims is "pretty disturbing” and said they 
were unsupported by any historical evi- 
dence. 

"I don't think there’s any credible evi- 
dence in the historical anthropological liter- 
ature to sustain that." he told ABC radio. 

"I mean, certainly there were writers in 
the 1 9th century w ho wrote sensational ma- 
teria! along these lines, but to think that any - 
one in the late 20th century can take it seri- 
ously and put it forth without any evidence 
whatsoever I think's pretty disturbing. 


"i think to put this in .■ bonk in this day 
and age *.;>* j great Jc.il ahum the authors 
and very little ah. uu north Queensland abo- 
rigines.'* 

H.m>on. elected to federal parliament last 
year as an independent alter being expelled 
from Prime Minister John Howard's I iher.il 
P.irtv because of her views on race, first 
made headlines with her inaulon speech last 
September claiming Australia was about to 
be "swamped" with Asians. 

The book, by ,m anonymous author, slams 
immigration claiming that "new class 
elites" had targeted Anglo-Saxon Australia 
for destruction. 

It also depicts a scenario in which 
Australia has become part of "the United 
State* of Asia" with a population of l.S bil- 
lion and a lesbian president who i* part 
Indian, part Chinese and pan Cyborg. 

Australian author Eric Rolls who is quot- 
ed in the book said a comment attributed to 
him had in fact been included in one ol his 
historical books but ii w as written by some- 
one else and taken out of context in the 
book. 

He said in a radio interview that he was 
horrified to have been quoted in such a 
book and described Hanson us "more sav- 
age than any of the aborigines." 

Ettridge said the book had been intended 
to correct the history being taught in 
Australian schools and that other reference 
books supported its claims. 

"Most people don't know that the aborig- 
inal tribes were warring tribes and that they 
ate their new-born and they ate each other 
after wars and whatever." Ettridge said. 


Clinton approves Burma sanctions 

WASHINGTON (R) — 

President Bill Clinton has 
approved imposing econo- 
mic sanctions against Bur- 
ma due to human rights ab- 
uses by the Burmese mili- 
tary government, an admin- 
istration official said early 
Tuesday. 

The State Department was 
expected to announce ihe 
sanctions, which will in- 
volve banning new U.S. in- 
vestment in Burma, later 
Tuesday, the official told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Clinton approved the 
sanctions, which will ban 
new U.S. investment in 
Burma, within the past few 
dav*. the official told Reu- 


ters. 

The official said Mr. Clin- 
ton decided to go ahead 
with sanctions because Bur- 
ma's military government 
had become "increasingly 
repressive lately” and was 
ignoring international calls 
for progress toward a demo- 
cratically elected govern- 
ment. 

The United States and 
many other Western coun- 
tries have criticised Burma 


for human rights jbuses and 
for failing to recognise the 
democratically elected gov- 
ernment of the opposition 
National League for De- 
mocracy . u hich w as co- 
founded by Nobel Peace 
laureate Aung San Sun Kyi. 

Ms. Suu Kyi was under 
house arrest fur siv years 
for her criticism of the Ran- 
goon government. Mr. Clin- 
ton can impose sanctions on 
Burma if the democracy 
leader is arrested again or 
the situation in Burma 
worsens. 

Las; week. Secret. in of 
Stale Madeleine Albright 
aimed up the pressure on 
Burma, criticising its mili- 
tary government tor failing 
to respond to appeals to 
improve human rights. 

"Burmese leader* are on 
notice that, unless the 
clouds of repression are lift- _ 
ed. they will face invest-' 
mem sanctions under L'.S. 
law." Mrs. Albright said in a 
speech to the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis. 

The 53-member L'.N. Hu- 
man Rights Commission 
last week also passed a res- 


olution voicing concern 
about continuing rights vio- 
lations by Burma's military 
rulers, including extrajudi- 
cial. summary and arbitrary 
executions, deaths in cus- 
tody. torture, arbitrary ar- 
rests and forced child la- 
bour. 

The Burmese government 
has accused the United 
States of Using the threat of 
economic sanctions against 
it like a weapon aimed at 
destroying basic rights of 
the Burmese jvople. 

The Burmese spokesman 
told Reuters that his govern- 
ment was more concerned 
about the situation in 
Burma than was the United 
State* or any other foreign 
nation. 

"If ihe U.S. is *o genuine- 
ly concerned about the 
human rights of the Myan- 
mar i Burmese i people, why 
is it so necessary to deprive 
one of the mnsi essential 
rights of the Myanmar peo- 
ple — the right ui earn a liv- 
ing and support the fami- 
ly'.’" he asked. 


North, south split as leaders prepare for Earth Summit II 
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UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Norih-souih frictions are 
bedevilling environmental 
negotiations here as world 
leaders prepare for a June 
summit here which will take 
the pulse of our sick planet. 

Delegates are meeting 
here until Friday to prepare 
for the June 23-27 special 
^session of the lS5-nution 
U.N. Genera] Assembly, 
called to review progress 
and to chart the way ahead 
following the 1992 Earth 
Summit in Rio. 

The Rio summit notably 
adopted conventions on 


combatting climate chance, 
protecting wildlife and 
plants and cutting desertifi- 
cation. 

The June review confer- 
ence is to be anended by a 
number of heads of state 
and government, including 
those" of the world's main 
industrialised nations, who 
according to delegates will 
inject a strong political 
impetus into the process. 

Environmental activists 
hope that the world leaders 
will commit their countries 
to new caps on the green- 
house gases that cause glob- 


al warming, ahead of a key 
international conference on 
climate change scheduled in 
the Japanese city of Kyoto 
in December. 

Delegates at the three- 
week preparatory session 
are currently negotiating the 
final text to be adopted by 
the June conference, with 
concerns focusing on dimin- 
ishing Water resources, 
energy conservation and the 
depletion of the world's 
forests. 

Bur as happened in Rio. 
the forum here has produced 
a split between the develop- 


ing south and the industri- 
alised north. 

More than 130 countries 
in the so-called group of 77 
are clamouring for the 
developed countries to live 
up to a promise in rio in 
which they offered financial 
support and the transfer of 
environmentally-sound 
technology to the develop- 
ing world.’ 

According to delegates, 
the group of 77 is systemat- 
ically proposing revisions to 
the draft text on the major 
issues, including reducing 
fossil fuel consumption and 


pollution caused by com- 
bustion, in a bid to put pres- 
sure on the north on financ- 
ing. 

Kevin Dunvon. director of 
Friends of the Earth 
International, said Monday 
the stand "may be a calcu- 
lated strategy, but it is a dan* 
gerous one. While the ques- 
tion of financial support is 
important, these are two 
separate issues. The climate^ 
of the Earth is too important 
to risk on a negotiating 
strategy" 

Some delegates expressed 
concern that because of the 


blockage, the conference 
could wind up Friday with- 
out completion of the draft 
text. 

Bur conference chairman 
Mostafa Tolba of Egypt told 
journalists here that "we are 
not at all panicking at this 
stage.” 

He said that if the session 
here failed to finalise its 
work, a commince would 
continue to negotiate the 
final text on the sidelines of 
the June special session. 

Env iron mem mini sters 

who attended the first week 
of discussions here asreed 


that conserving fresh water 
has Nren thrust to the top of 
the agenda, with the United 
Nations warning that world 
water stock* are not being 
replenished and could start 
lin ing up by the year 2025. 

European delegations, 
their countries threatened by 
drought, ore pressing for the 
adoption of a global plan of 
action to counter the prob- 
lem. 

"Water ts the next oil cri- 
sis." saxs Canadian 
Environment Minister 
Sergio March i. referring to 
the 1973 oil crisis which 


pushed up prices and forced 
governments to take conser- 
vation measures. 

Whatever the outcome of 
the June session, world lea- 
ders are anxious to attend. 

Many U.N. diplomats, 
including several ambas- 
sadors. spent the entire 
weekend at the United Na- 
tions to ensure that their go- 
vernment representatives 
obtained a prominent place 
on the speakers' list which 
opened for registration 
Mondav. 
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Preparing for elections 

THERE ARE two major efforts to merge political 
parties which have remained outside the orbit of 
the National Constitutional Party iNCP) that suc- 
ceeded in merging eight centrist parties recently. 
There is on one side a bid by some members of 
the Islamic Action Front flAF) and leftist parties 
to forge a coalition in preparation for the next 
general elections. Concerned by the merger of 
eight centrist parties under the banner of the 
NCP, Islamist Deputy Abdullah Akaileh is spear- 
heading the efforts to form a coalition between 
the IAF and leftist parties on the premise that the 
two ideologically different groups can still 
cement a viable working relationship and run 
under one ticket. 

On another side, there is a determined effort by 
‘‘moderate leftists,” to forge a similar constella- 
tion of political parties under the guidance of 
Suleiman Arar’s Mustakbal Party and other 
political personalities including former prime 
ministers Taher Masri and Ahmad Obeidat, and 
Deputy Bassam Haddadin. 

It appears more probable that the moderate 
leftists* effort to unite would succeed where the 
IAF -leftists attempts would fail. It is one thing to 
create a coalition between centrist parties 
whether on the right or the left, which enjoy sev- 
eral common denominators on ideology and pur- 
pose, than to establish an operational link 
between parties which differ on several funda- 
mental principles and objectives. This Is not to 
mention that the IAF is strong enough to wage an 
election battle on its own. The IAF could still 
emerge as a main political party in a three-way 
political pam race that would include the NCP 
and the projected united front of moderate left- 
ists. As things stand now, the newly merged NCP 
could prove to be an invincible match against the 
LAF if it stands alone in the upcoming parliamen- 
tary’ elections. It would be a fair match if the 
NCP faces the IAF and the combined forces of 
the moderate leftists. 

A marriage of convenience between the right 
and the far-left may appear necessary under the 
new circumstances, but the odds against its long- 
term success are great There are some meeting 
points between the right and far-left on some for- 
eign policy issues and on a selected number of 
domestic policy considerations. But cohesion 
between centrists on either the right as has 
already been done, or the moderate left, as is 
being now envisioned, would seem more durable 
and promising in the long-run. 

We have a long way to go before seeing a clear 
crystallisation of political trends into definite 
party forms on par with the political sophistica- 
tion that exists in more advanced democratic 
nations. And as long as the political currents in 
the country are still volatile and in search of a 
clear identity, forming coalitions, even between 
similar political trends, would seem more sensi- 
ble in the transitional period on the way to a final 
regrouping of political currents on a more sophis- 
ticated level. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra'i Tuesday discussed the Jordanian- 
European partnership agreement which was initialed in 
Malta recently and raised questions about its details 
which, he said, remain unknown to the Jordanian public. 
Fulled Fanek ^aid that the Jordanian public has the right to 
know the volume of the agricultural quota allowing Jordan 
to export crops to European markets, to know about the 
intellectual property rights and about the amount of 
European financial and technical aid expected fc*r Jordan 
under the agreement. The writer said that such matters are 
of \ ital importance for the Kingdom where the various 
political and economic sectors should be involved in dis- 
cu^ion> because they have a direct impact on the people's 
lives. Perhaps, he said, these issues have been shelved 
momentarily by the concerned sectors because the imple- 
mentation of the agreement will not take place before 
|ouo. hut a debate on these issues is important so that the 
public may realise the benefits and advantages of such an 
accord. On the whole, the writer said. Jordanians want to 
know from the government if their country will be offered 
privileges and favourable conditions and treatment no less 
than those offered to Morocco. Tunisia and Israel under 
the terms of similar partnership agreements. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour reflected on the scandal in 
which the prime minister of Israel was reportedly involved 
and lor which he was absolved by the judiciary. Oraib 
Riniawi said that the mere investigation into the case 
which involved Netanyahu's alleged breach of public trust 
and fraud reflects a true exercise in democracy, especially 
as the accusations were levelled at the person of the prime 
minister. In contrast, the Arab media, which reported the 
scandal and the investigations which adversely affected 
Netanyahu's credibility, enjoy no right or power to publish 
similar accusations or charges against ministers or heads 
of states in their Arab World, said die writer. While in 
Israel the public holds their prime minister accountable for 
hi\ actions, in the Arab World, people continue to send 
cables of allegiance to the regimes, especially those which 
came to power through military coups and continue to rule 
with .in iron fist, the writer pointed oul The writer 
expressed the view that very few officials in the Arab 
World would remain in their present key positions if free 
expression and genuine forms of democracy were allowed 
to have their way. 


The Washington Watch 


By Dr, James Zogby 


6 The stage is set for press and public opinion 
to be even more responsive to Arab concerns’ 


IT IS not only organised 
political power that has 
given supporters of Israel a 
dominant role in U.S. poli- 
tics. Of equal importance 
has been their ability to use 
that power to shape 
American public views 
about the Middle East. 

They have succeeded in 
this effort not only with 
politicians but in the popular 
culture of the U.S. as weLL 
For decades now Israel has 
been understood in the U.S. 
as: “A tiny democracy that 
shares our values;" "a belea- 
guered ally"; “a people who 
only wants peace, surround- 
ed by Arabs who only want 
war"; and other slogans that 
were repealed often enough, 
put into literature, made into 
movies and delivered in 
speeches until they were 
believed. 

This is not to say that there 
were no large groups in the 
U.S. who refused to accept 
this dominant view. Arabs 
have always had allies, even 
in Congress and in the exec- 
utive branch. But even these 
allies were sometimes afraid 
to publicly confront the 
dominant view — either for 
fear of political retribution 
or because it was too diffi- 
cult to argue a case that was 
so little understood or appre- 
ciated by the public. 

It is important to under- 
stand that this has been the 
political and cultural context 
in the United States for a 
number of decades, precise- 
ly in order to grasp the sig- 
nificance of the results of a 
number of recent public 
opinion polls. The findings 
of these polls establish that 
there has been a dramatic sea 
change in U.S. public atti- 
tudes towards the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

In two separate polls, one 
conducted by the Harris 
Company, the other by 


Zogby International, it is 
dear that the U.S. public has 
moved towards a greater 
sense of balance and fairness 
in its understanding of the 
Middle East. 

These are the results: 

— Two Arab leaders, 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and King Hussein 
were viewed as being more 
committed to peace than 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu: 

- — Americans view Israel 
and the Palestinians equally 
at fault for the current crisis 
in the Middle East peace* 
process; 

— By almost five to one. 
Americans oppose Israel's 
settlement construction in 
East Jerusalem and want it to 
stop; 

— By four to one. 
Americans support the 
Palestinian’s right to state- 
hood; 

— By a significant majori- . 
ty, Americans want U.S. 
Middle East policy to be 
more balanced and less pro- 
Israel; and 

— Americans are divided 
over whether Jerusalem 
should be under sole Israeli 
control or divided between 
Israeli and Palestinian con- 
trol — with a plurality sup- 
porting a divided city. 

Reviewing U.S. polls 
taken during the 1970s and 
1980s demonstrates just how 
dramatic the change has 
been: 

— Only Egyptian 
President Sadat had higher 
ratings than an Israeli leader. 
And no Israeli leader has 
ever had a net negative rat- 
ing. Even Begin, during the 
1982 assault on Lebanon, 
had a strong positive rating: 

— Americans always gave 
greater sympathy for Israel 
and greater blame for the 
Palestinians. Israel usually 
bested the Arabs in 


American opinion ten to one 
— during the war in 
Lebanon this dropped to four 
to one. but quickly 
recouped; 

— .Americans never before 
expressed strong opposition 
to an Israeli move. Israel's 
actions in Lebanon were 
supported by U.S. popular 
opinion, as were past Israeli 
settlement developments — 
even when they were called 
illegal by the State 
Department. 

— When asked whether 
U.S. policy should support 
Israel or be balanced. 
Americans almost always 
gave stronger support to a 
policy that would favour 
Israel; and 

— In the late 1970s and 
early 19S0s, when asked 
who should control 
Jerusalem, American sup- 
port for sole Jewish control 
over the city was in the 67 to 
72 per cent range, with the 
divided city option always 
receiving less than 25 per 
cent. 

There have been signifi- 
cant factors that account for 
this shift: 

— Camp David, despite 
Arab opposition, created a 
breakthrough in U.S. opin- 
ion. For the first time; an 
Arab leader emerged as a 
peace maker, the U.S. 
became a partner in the 
search for peace: the issue of 
Palestinian rights was put on 
the table to be debated by 
public opinion; and Israeli 
intransigence was put to the 
test; 

— The Israeli assault on 
Lebanon exposed Americans 
to Israel’s brutality. Even 
though Americans continued 
to support Israel’s objectives 
in the war, ultimately Israeli 
behaviour in Lebanon took a 
toll on U.S. support for that 
country; 

— The Palestinian intifada 


brought home, once again. 
Israeli brutality. The drama 
of a mass Palestinian upris- 
ing created a swell of sup- 
port and won more allies for 
Arab causes; 

— The Bush-Baker design 
for a Middle East peace 
process and the abstinence 
of the Likud government 
established once again the 
tremendous Importance that 
the U.S. places on the search 
for Middle East peace. This 
peace process also projected 
for the first time the 
Palestinian voice directly to 
a large and increasingly 
receptive U.S. audience; 

— With the Clinton 
administration, Americans 
ooce again, as in the Carter 
years, found themselves 
fully immersed in the search 
for peace. 

While some Arabs have 
opposed the conduct of 
President Clinton, especially 
his refusal to publicly criti- 
cise Israel. Americans have 
read him. especially in sev- 
eral key instances (the White 
House ceremonies. the 
Washington summit and his 
meetings with Arab leaders, 
including Palestinian 
National Authority President 
Yasser Arafat), as being 
committed to balance; and in 
other instances, of being dis- 
turbed by Israeli behaviour, 

— The election of Israel 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has contributed 
greatly to changing 
American opinion. He is 
articulate but considered glib 
and untrustworthy — in 
some ways. Netanyahu is 
too much like the prototypi- 
cal American politician that 
Americans simply do not 
trust; and 

— Finally, it is important 
to acknowledge the role 
played by emerging Arab 
American organisations that 
have: provided an American 


voice to Arab concerns, 
challenged the press and 
politicians to show greater 
fairness and understanding 

in dealing with Middle East 
issues; and built coalitions 
and mobilised politically in 
the U.S. arena. 

This much is known. 
There is a new political con- 
text in the U.S. The domi- 
nant pro-Israel construct that 
held sway over opinion and 
culture for more than a gen- 
eration is crumbling. 
Politicians can deliver stri- 
dent pro-Israel speeches but 
only before pro-Israel audi- 
ences — but the press and 
the broader public now greet 
such displays with a cynical 
edge. 

The stage is set for both 
press and public opinion to 
be even more responsive to 
Arab concerns. 

The question remains: 
What will we do about it? 
Both Arabs and Arab 
Americans must define 
strategies, each in its own 
way, to meet this challenge. 
Information work and politi- 
cal organising efforts must 
be intensified. Arab leaders 
must communicate directly 
with the U.S. press and pub- 
lic. And embassies should 
increase their political and 
educational outreach efforts. 

Arab Americans must step 
up their work: by taking 
their challenge to Congress 
and by organising the con- 
stituencies of key members 
of Congress. If politicians 
insist on adhering to the old. 
unbalanced. pro-Israel con- 
struct, then their constituents 
should be informed and 
organised to act. 

While the significance of 
this moment cannot be 
underestimated, neither can 
the possibility that this 
opportunity may pass if it is 
not acted upon. 


‘Palestinian Legislative Council needs 
to strongly assert itself to ensure survival’ 


By Ziad Abu Amr 

The writer is a member of the 
Palestinian Legislative 

Council from Gazp- The fol- 
lowing article is a translation 
of an article that has appeared 
in the Arabic daily Al Ra 7 : 

THE FIRST legislative elec- 
tions for the Palestinian 
National Council, held on Jan. 
20. 1996. provided the 

Palestinians with an opportuni- 
ty to build a democratic society 
and a modem political system. 
The elections themselves, 
though, were and are not 
enough to achieve democracy, 
political pluralism and respect 
for human rights. In fact. 15 
months after the elections, one 
can say that the Palestinians 
are no closer to their aspira- 
tions now than they were a 
year ago. 

Participation in the election 
was wide despite opposition 
from different political forces, 
like the Islamists and some 
Palestinian political elite who 
were against the Oslo accords. 
It was. nevertheless, encourag- 
ing and positive due to a num- 
ber of reasons: the Palestinians 
were allowed to practise their 
democratic rights; they had the 
option to decide on their own 
future and they wanted to have 
the chance to influence the end 
result of negotiations with 
Israel. Except for a few minor 
incidents, the elections were 
held in a democratic atmos- 
phere. 

After the elections, the 
Palestinians followed with 
anxiety the work of the council 
to see if the candidates would 
keep their pre-election promis- 
es. Ever since the first meeting, 
March 3. 1996. the council 
members showed enthusiasm 
and diligence, aware of the 
moral, political and national 
responsibility on their shoul- 
ders. 

Now, one year after the coun- 
cil was elected, the Palestinians 
feel disappointed. The council 
has not achieved any of its 
goals: it failed to assume its 
role as a legislative power and 
to clearly delineate the respon- 
sibility of the three state pow- 


ers — legislative, executive 
and judicial — or oversee their 
actions. It even failed to 
approve draft laws it had dis- 
cussed several times. 

The basic law, the constitu- 
tion, remained in the drawers 
of the executive power for 
months, even though the leg- 
islative council had approved it 
when it was first referred to it. 
The municipal and local elec- 
tions as well as the civil service 
law met with the same fate. 

The council has so far failed 
to bold meetings, independent 
of the PLO Executive 
Committee, with representa- 
tive of the Palestine National 
Council tPNC), with peace 
negotiators or with heads of 
security forces. This is justified 
by the fact that the PLO insists 
on overseeing all national 
political activity. If. however, 
the cabinet does not manage to 
hold its meetings independent- 
ly to solve problems and dis- 
cuss issues under its jurisdic- 
tion. it cannot be held account- 
able. ( 

The some applies to the judi- 
cial authority. So far. the judi- 
ciary does not enjoy true inde- 
pendence and. as such, cannot 
practise its role effectively. An 
example is the case when a 
higher court judge in Ramallah 
ordered the release of two stu- 
dents but the Palestine 
National Authority did not 
comply. 

The council has so far failed 
to make the PNA abide by the 
rule of law. Ministries and 
heads of governmental depart- 
ments still do not come under 
the council's scrutiny: neither 
do the security forces. Basic 
human rights are violated 
Individuals are arrested 
detained or released without 
proper trials or legal proce- 
dures and prisoners are treated 
brutally. 

The council has been unable 
to end chaos, insubordination 
and Financial and administra- 
tive corruption in government 
departments. It has also failed 
to force the executive authority 
to use transparency in its finan- 
cial policies. 

There is a number of reasons 
why the council reached its 


current state of weakness, 
impotence and low credibility. 

First, in the atmosphere of 
enthusiasm brought upon by 
the elections, the candidates 
and voters overlooked the fact 
that by virtue of its mandate 
the council would be less pow- 
erful than they thought. 

Second due to the manner in 
which the Palestinian leader- 
ship views the role of the leg- 
islative council, it seems that 
the leadership had ulterior 
1 motives when initiating the 
elections: seemingly it had 
more to do with satisfying the 
Israeli demands than with insti- 
tutionalising Palestinian 
democracy. 

Third, ir appears that the 
emerging Palestinian body 
politic is so far incapable of 
transforming from a state of 
revolution into a civic society. 
The reason is not only the lead- 
ership's altitude but also the 
role of the different civic 
organisations. Although transi- 
tion periods are usually com- 
plex and slow and the council's 
performance lacks in many 
aspects, it can still be used to 
speed up the transformation 
process. 

Fourth, it is obvious that the 
balance of power is in favour 
of the executive authority that 
has and uses all poUrical. 
administrative and financial 
means to reach its ends, includ- 
ing brutal force. The executive 
authority is not expected to 
relinquish any of its powers 
and the legislative to scrutinise 
its activities. The executive 
authority, which monopolises 
the political, economic and 
security resources of the 
Palestinians, has no interest in 
strengthening a weak council 
or in becoming accountable to 
it. 

Fifth, the charisma, the 
tremendous influence and 
legitimacy of Yasser Arafat, the 
head of the PLO and PNA, and 
his distinguished manner of 
leadership hinder the council’s 
authority or its appropriation of 
any real power from the execu- 
tive authority. 

Sixth, reportedly, there have 
been successful attempts to 
lessen the legislative council’s 


importance. One year of 
unsuccessful attempts to ascer- 
tain their independence, has 
left the majority of the coun- 
cil's members with a feeling of 
emptiness and loss. Some 
seem to have accepted the state 
of helplessness and are simply 
enjoying privileges they never 
enjoyed before. In addition, the 
council lacks experienced and 
efficient people to guide it to 
proper parliamentary life and 
initiate a civic society. 

Seventh. Israel’s policy of 
signing treaties with the 
Palestinian Authority and con- 
stantly violating them diverts 
the council from its legislative 
responsibility, drawing it into 
the political arena. The Oslo 


agreements also impose 
restrictions on the movement 
of the council members in the 
Palestinian territories. 

Finally, if the Legislative 
Council will continue its cur- 
rent policy for the remaining 
three years of its life, the 
Palestinians will have very lit- 
tle to be proud of. The 
Palestinians will have lost their 
opportunity to live their own 
democratic experience in a 
region where the West says 
only Israel practises true 
democracy. And that will most 
probably lead to erosion in 
sympathy for the Palestinian 
cause and weaning of the 
world’s financial support for 
Palestinian state building. 
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Bdoul — a valuable asset 

To the Editor: 

IN THE article “Petra is not just for Jordan or the archae- 
ologists, it is a world cultural heritage" (Jordan Times, 
April 16, 1997), once again the Bdoul bedouins of Petra 
were portrayed as a threat to the national heritage. They 
have lived in Petra for many, many years and their knowl- 
edge of the site, of the back country, and of the flora and 
the fauna of the region makes them as much a part of the 
national heritage as the ancient monuments are a part of 
that heritage. 

Recently, in other parts in the world, peoples occupy inc 
lands that have become national parks have been sue" 
cessfully made part of the process. Such an approach at 
Petra would be much more productive than simply criti- 
cising the Bdoul for living and trying to work where they 
have always lived and worked. They have shown their 
value to Petra in many ways — twice I have seen them, 
in flash flood conditions, organise themselves to rescue 
dozens of tourists stranded in the back country. No one 
asked them to do it. they just did it. Their presence has 
caused many visitors to comment that one of the thines 
that makes Petra special is that ii is alive and not just 
another barren archaeological site. As an archaeologist 
working at Petra, I have seen the value of their knowl- 
edge of the site and have certainly seen that they are 
much less of a threat to Petra than are the developers 

Jordan should incorporate the Bdoul into the develon- 
ment of Petra. They could serve, if they choose, as park 
xangera guides, guards, emergency personnel, conserva- 
tors and archaeologists. They are not a problem to be 
dealt with as the mentioned article would have it. Thev 
are a valuable human resource to be developed. J 


Patricia M. Bikai. 
Amman. 


IT 

OCCURRE 
TO ME.. 



To sleep, 
perchance 
to dream 

By All Kassay 

THE YEAR 1997 appears to 
be a happy one for parliamen- 
tary elections. For a while 
now. headline space in the 
British press has been taken 
up mainly by the latest accu- 
sations and counter- accusa- 
tions exchanged between gov- • 
emment and the opposition. In “ 
Germany. Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl announced his intention 
to lead his party into elections 
for the fifth time. In France, 
President Jacques Chirac has 
just announced that he was 
too impatient to wait for elec- 
tions to come due. and that he 
would hold them ten months 
earlier than scheduled 
Everybody everywhere is 
excited about elections. 

Jordan has not remained 
untouched by this frenzy. 
Even though our polls are still 
quite a while away, prepara- 
tions have already started in 
earnest. 

Recently, a number of par- 
ties that were highly similar to 
one another in their philoso- 
phies. outlooks, political pro- 
grammes — in fact in most 
respects except for the tribal 
origins of their respective 
leaders, have seen the sense 
of coalescing into one party. 

In the past such attempts at 
coalition building were foiled 
because the tribe of each party- 
leader threatened not to vote*^- 
for him in the elections unless 
he were also the leader of the 
coalition, which prompted one 
alliance to present itself to the 
world with three secretaries 
general. Or maybe it is secre- 
tary generals. Or maybe there 
is a good reason why no one 
had thought of this contin- 
gency when they invented the 
'finish language, nor since. 
Perhaps as a result, the identi- 
ty of the leader of this bigger 
and better coalition remains 
so far within the category- of 
constructive ambiguity. 

Not to be outdone by this 
move, other parties are sug- 
gesting a preposterous coali- 
tion between the Islamic 
Action Front and the "left”, 
such as it exists. 

This sent me thinking which 
way I should vote when I 
come to the ballot. My initial 
inclination was to vote for the 
party or group, or even indi- 
vidual that showed vitality 
and dynamism, and that had 
the most far-reaching effect 
during the past session. This 
left me still at a loss. You see. 
the number of bills initiated A 
by deputies, taken as a ball-” 
park figure, and rounded up 
for simplicity, amounted to 
one. One bill in four years. As 
for the number of bills defeat- 
ed in Parliament... it was 
zilch. Not a sausage. Not only 
that, but deputies who had 
been elected on the strength of 
therr promise to annul certain 
things, like the sales tax, for 
instance, voted eagerly in 
favour of raising it. 

So what did the representa- 
tives of the people do during 
the past four years? Of course, 
there was the occasional 
exchange of ashtrays, glasses 
of water, and assorted uniden- 
tified flying objects and adjec- 
tives. which gave a lot of 
work to the tabloids, and 
much amusement to the pub- . 
lie. Still, that apart, our gnllnntjtf 
deputies must have done 
something, because whenever 
television cameras pan 
through the House of 
Parliament while in session, 
everyone seems to be sleeping 
off some unidentified exer- 
tion. Recently, when I suc- 
cumbed to the flu and spent 
several days asleep in bed, it 
was hard to convince any of 
my friends that I was not in 
training for a career in parlia- 
ment. 

Tlie only explanation 1 can 
think of. is thai there is a 
secretive, malignant and anti- 
democratic force that sprays 
soporific gas into the air vents 
of Parliament's climate con- 
trol system, which suggests to 
me the next good cause that I 
should champion. Perhaps I 
may stand for elections on a u 
platform that calls for saving ” 
the Jordanian deputy from a . 
lile under acute sedation. 
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In American classrooms, blackboard and ballpoint pen 
are rapidly giving way to computer and joystick 


By Vincent Coppola 

WILL JOHNSON Stares 
fascinated as the Louvre 
materialises in from of bis 
eyes. With a click of a 
mouse, be is touring the 
museum, its magnificent 
an works painting them- 
selves across his computer 
screen. Johnson may be a 
world away Ln South Car- 
olina. but the lanky 17- 
year-old srudent in the plaid 
shin is virtually in Paris. He 
studies the paintings care- 
fully. talcing notes for a 
school report. “1 can be just 
as informed as anyone in 
the world.” Johnson says 
later. “I can compere with 
any student anywhere.” 
Johnson lives in South 
Carolina's low country, a 
place of teeming estuaries, 
secluded marshes and 
impenetrable swamps. An 
area, like much of the rural 
American South, remark- 
able for its beauty, its 
poverty and resistance to 
change. But change is com- 
ing to Horry County, riding 
the winds of technology. 

ln 1950. the county, 
which covers nearly 1.500 
square kilometres, still did- 
n't have telephone service. 
"We went to nine of the 
established telephone com- 
panies.” says Debbv 
Brooks, industry affairs 
director at Horry Telephone 
Cooperative. “They told us 
there was no profit in 
stringing phone lines across 
swamps.” The residents 
started their own telephone 
cooperative and today 
Horry 1 Telephone, with 
63,000 members, is the 
biggest such operation in 
the United States. 

In a cooperative, cus- 
tomers are also 
owner/shareholders, so the 
relationship between Homy 
Telephone based in Con- 
way. S.C., and its commu- 
nity extends well beyond 
the business arena. When 
the county school district 
realised state-of-the-art 
communications technolo- 


gy 7 could allow desperately- 
needed teaching expertise, 
educational malerials, and 
the vast resources of the 
Internet to be shared, the 
telephone cooperative was 
willing to meet its needs. 
"The benefits to the com- 
munity." says coop CEO 
Curley Huggins. “are 
unlimited.” 

With 36 schools, what 
Horry County needed was a 
network that would connect 
each classroom, school, 
library or educational data- 
base in its system to every 
student and teacher. 
Beyond that, it was hoped 
the technology would 
become a bridge — much 
like the spans that connect- 
ed South Carolina's isolated 
communities to the outside 
world a century ago. „ 

After reviewing other 
hardware, the cooperative 
chose an S.MDS t Switched 
Mulrimegabii Data Ser- 
vices) system built around 
Siemens Stromberg Carl- 
son's high speed switch, 
which is capable of voice, 
video and data transmis- 
sion. One of the most sig- 
nificant benefits: the switch 
is capable of transmitting 
data at a remarkable 1.5 
million megabits per sec- 
ond. which is cheaper and 
exponentially faster than 
any modem-based network. 

The telephone coopera- 
tive’s investment: S1.5 mil- 
lion for the equipment, plus 
another S250.000 for labour 
and other costs. 

In the schools, results 
were immediate. Comput- 
ers that bad gone unused — 
except as word processors 
— w ere suddenly links to 
the world beyond the class- 
rooms. Teachers and 
administrators now had 
electronic mail: the endless 
paperwork that are up so 
much of their time van- 
ished. Announcements, 
sports scores, meeting 
times and special events 
were transmitted through- 
out the system at the stroke 
of a keyboard. 


Ideas on how to teach — 
everything from poetry to 
math and science concepts 
— began to fly back and 
forth between the schools. 
In the low er schools, teach- 
ers began e-mailing their 
high school counterparts to 
make sure they were focus- 
ing their efforts on the right 
subject matter. Other teach- 
ers began moving away 
from the diy “lecture” for- 
mat that has bored students 
for centuries. 

Now students were 
encouraged to investigate, 
question. collaborate, 
research and solve prob- 
lems without a teacher 
breathing over their shoul- 
ders. Different abilities? 
Not a problem: individual 
programmes can be tailored 
for each child. 

Ray an Karetas. for exam- 
ple says he had terrible 
problems writing and 
organising reports. He was 
introduced to so-called 
“presen tali onal” software, a 
programme originally 
designed to help business- 
men create chans, graphs 
and outlines for corporate 
presentations. 

The programme, designed 
to utilise video and sound, 
works perfectly for student 
reports. Karetas was quick- 
ly able to master the soft- 
ware. "It's both easier and 
harder.” he says. “Now our 
teachers expect more from 
us.” He put together a 
report on censorship that, 
he says, earned him an “80 
per cent.” Instead of having 
to rewrite the entire paper 
to incorporate corrections 
and revisions, he called it 
up, and made the changes 
his teacher suggested in less 
than an hour. “I got a 90 per 
cent,” he says with a grin. 

“Before the network was 
set up. we had high aspira- 
tions for technology,” says 
Angela Nadeau, a math 
teacher at S ocas tec High 
School. “It didn’t get used 
to the extent it should have. 
Now we have a fever. Stu- 
dents and teachers are fight- 



Virtual classroom. With computer technology, the world is at the tip of the students’ 
fingers 


ing over it.” 

Nadeau's students set up a 
weather forecasting station 
using software that” allowed 
them to download weather 
information from a satellite 
— an interesting project in 
its own right. But now, 
using the so-called Wide 


Area Net (WAN), they 
could provide live weather 
repons to other schools in 
Horry County and else- 
where in the United Slates. 
“Suddenly.’’ says Nadeau, 
who wears a gold comput- 
er-shaped pin on her blouse, 
"what we were teaching 


was no longer dry and life- 
less in a book. It was real." 

What isolated Horry 
County created was the vir- 
tual classroom — a way of 
learning. presenting, 

exchanging and receiving 
information. Capable of 
reaching ev en the mosr dis- 


interested student, this tool 
will transform education. 
"Its incredible." say-, 
Nadeau. ”1 have to pul! stu- 
dents away from it.” 

That's not surprising 
Teenagers growing up in 
this relatively isolated cor- 
ner of the world now luxe 
"key pals” with different 
interests and opinions, scat- 
tered all oxer the world. 

i By cx»Rtras:. traditional 
“pen pal” letters go by reg- 
ular mail and take weeks 
tor a response). Nancy 
MacDonald. So. self- con- 
scious about her writing, 
has begun to e-mail her 
poems to students in other 
schools. "Sot net i m vs if \ 
helpful.” she soys shy lx. “to 
see wha: other kids think.'* 

Andrew Chang. 16. a stu- 
dent at Socastee High, has 
reconnected w«h his 
extended family in Taiwan 
by e-tv.aihng across the 
Interne; When O J. Simp- 
son travelled to the United 
Kingdom to plead his cau»e 
earlier this year. Chang was 
able to cal! up Oxford l‘:n- 
versity's Interne; Home 
Page. “I round out front ilie 
kids how the British 
responded before it was 
even in the newspapers.” he 
says proudly. 

Will Johnson, returning 
from his virtual visit to the 
Louvre, checks his Internet 
■’Home Page ' — his direct 
connection to some 2U mil- 
lion Internet users. The 
graduating senior discovers 
he has two e-mail job offers 
waiting for him. both from 
companies looking for 
someone familiar with 
computers. "I'm not ready." 
he says smiling. “I'm going 
on to college.” ln the clear- 
est example of the teaching 
power of the new technolo- 
gy. 15-year-old high school 
students began visiting 
Horry County's Forest 
Brook Elementary School 
where they have begun 
teaching 12-year-olds how- 
to work the computers. 

Interestingly, the tele- 
phone cooperative's new 


technology quickly m»i\ed 
outside the classroom Indi- 
v iduu!>. >nul! businessmen, 
consultants, dijctors t inter- 
ested in the Siemens 
switch’s ability to transmit 

images for diagnostic pur- 
poses! and attorneys have 
begun to purchase the 
SMDS service lor its light- 
ning quick ability to move 
information as well a.s in 
netxx i irking capabilities 

Pelican building ceultes. 
a building supply operation 
based in nearby Mviile 
Beach is linking mure lU.iu 
3d ol its hr. me! ics into a 
communications, inventory 
and delivery netwotk 
"Schools may have been 
the driving I nice." says 
Stexen Drew. ,m infot illa- 
tion systems engineer for 
Hu;t\ Tele pi m no. "but 
we've been launched into 
an enure] \ new business 
We've had a liicstoini ut 
interest." 

The telephone luopeia- 
toe's next goal is to ii.'.ihc 
the computet technoliigx 
available to all hvikiii 
households in the county 
wncJ lot telephone setv.ee. 
The lines are already m 
place* to connect the lira 
group ot iesidenti.il neigh- 
bourhoods to three school- 
based media centres, a net 
work that will allow both 
students and adults access 
to educational resources 
.mJ materials. 

“Now every child in 
even se!kn»! can Iv itch 
and vi ell- funded." say % 
Angela Nadeau as site 
watches Will Johnson con- 
duct his tourol the Louvre 
"Technology has opened up 
a whole new world. It was 
sitting there just wailing for 

Us." 


The writer, a Itunuinic 
.VV-n s week < •. irre.sj u ■«. h 
is /run- .1 freelance writer 
basttl in Atlanta. iSeaixia. 
Tiii\ article i\ refnint eJ 
fn nit Menu n.\ ' magazine. 
.Veie Hi .#•/</. 


Mutawe’ tours dailies; stresses importance of 
cooperation between ministry and newspapers 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Minister of State for 
Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawe' on Tues- 
day voiced the ministry's 
support for strengthening 
cooperation among the 
domestic media apparata 
to better serve the King- 
dom and its citizens. 

Dr. Mutawe’ who was 
speaking on a visit to the 
four daily newspapers: AI 


Rai. Al Aswaq. Ad Dus- 
tour and the Jordan 
Times called for upgrad- 
ing credibility among the 
Jordanian media for the 
betterment of Jordanians. 

"The ministry will be a 
link among our national 
media depending in cov- 
ering news on accuracy.” 

Dr. Mutawe' said the 
ministry would keep its 
doors wide open for all 


media apparata and pro- 
vide the concerned par- 
ties with its experience. 

The minister called for 
expressing views within 
"responsible freedom" 
and said tht the ministry 
would increase the level 
of press freedom. 

In reply to a question 
on the new elections law. 
Dr. Mutawe’ said that the 
ministry of interior is 


now working on amend- 
ments to the elections 
law and has not yet been 
finalised. 

The minister was 
accompanied during the 
visit by the ministry's 
Secretary' General and 
Director General of the 
Press and Publications 
Department Mohammad 
Amin and the Jordan 
News Agency Director 


Arafat slams Netanyahu's remarks 


(Continued from page ll 

"After prosecutors have 
decided not to try him for 
corruption, maybe Mr. 
Netanyahu can now focus 
on the needs of peace such 
as freezing construction of 
the new settlement on JabaJ 
Abu Ghneim and stopping 
unilateral actions so he can 
give peace a chance." chief 
Palestinian National 

Authority tPNA) negotiator 
Saeb Erekat said on Mon- 
day. 

The scandal had sidelined 
efforts to pull the Middle 
East peace process out of a 
deep crisis sparked by 
Israel’s decision to build a 
Jewish settlement on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 


peace talks and to violence 
which erupted again on 
Monday. 

Israel's government rem- 
ained intact after prosecu- 
tors decided not to charge 
Mr. Netanyahu, citing lack 
of evidence, in the scandal 
concerning the short-lived 
appointment of Roni Bar- 
On as attorney general in 
January, allegedly as part of 
a shady deal with a political 
ally- 

Israeli opposition law- 
makers and a public watch- 
dog group went to the high 
court of justice demanding 
Mr. Netanyahu be charged, 
but legal experts said 
chances ihe court would 
force the prosecution to 
press charges were slim. 

Market reaction to the 
events could not be gauged 
since the Tel Aviv stock 


Monday and Tuesday for 
the start of the seven-day 
Passox-er holiday. Due io 
the holiday, no political 
developments were expect- 
ed before Tuesday night. 

Israeli troops wounded 
five Palestinians in a clash 
in the West Bank village of 
Sourif where the Israeli 
army wanted to demolish 
the home of a resident sus- 
pected of involvement in 
killing several Israelis over 
two years. 

Mr. Erekat called the 
“Bar-On affair” an internal 
Israeli matter but warned 
Mr. Netanyahu not to take 
actions against Palestinians 
to ny to divert attention 
from his domestic prob- 
lems. 

But in a televised speech 
broadcast live on Sunday. 
Mr. Netanyahu reiterated 
his hard line regarding 


Jerusalem as Israel's uni- 
fied capital and ruled out 
the emergence of a Pales- 
tinian state. 

Palestinian Higher Edu- 
cation Minister Hunan 
Ashrawi assailed Mr. 
Netanyahu's comments, 
telling Reuters: “These arc 
ideological statements that 
seek to preempt the out- 
come of permanent status 
talks, it is this attitude 
which has brought about 
the crisis in the negotiations 
and the peace process.” 

Mr. Netanyahu wants Mr. 
Arafat to put more effort 
into fighting violence and 
"terrorism." while the PNA 
linked the continuation of 
peace talks to a halt of set- 
tlement construction on 
.Arab land. 


Israel’s ground breaking 
rj the settlement Ln March 
d to a halt in PNA-Israel 


exchange was closed on 


Israeli troops arrest Palestinians at mobile 


(Continued from page 1) 

arracks in retaliation for 
building settlements on 
Arab lands. Israeli and 
Palestinian security forces 
subsequently dismantled 
the Tel Aviv bomber's unit 
in the West Bank village of 
Surif, where around 30 peo- 
ple were detained. 

But Israeli security also 
pursued its campaign 
against activists elsewhere 
in the West Bank, making 

aide iictai a L rhia <Hifting_ 


checkpoints which Pales- 
tinians have dubbed "flying 
roadblocks.” 

This tactic was first used 
during the years of the 
intifada, the 1987-1993 
uprising against Israeli 
occupation, and was reiniti- 
ated during this month's 
sacrificial feasL 

“They arrest people using 
lists of Palestinians sus- 
pected of involvement with 
Islamic groups," said one 
resident of the West Bank 
s t »lf-nile town nf Ramallnh.. 


Palestinian sources said 
those arrested included 
around 20 students from ibe 
theology 7 faculty at .Al 
Najah University in Nablus 
who were picked up in 
Israeli controlled zones 
around the self-rule city. 

Also arrested was a Pales- 
tinian police officer. 
Muhann 2 d Mohammad 
Sudqi Bari. 23, who lives in 
the village of Araatine west 
of Nablus. 

According to Palestinian 

smirres rhr Israeli army 


arrested 21 other Palestini- 
ans at mobile blockades 
used in the area of the West 
Bank town of Bethlehem. 

An Israeli army 
spokesman was unavailable 
for comment Tuesday due 
to the Jewish Passover hol- 
iday. 

Since the end of March, at 
least 72 Palestinians have 
been arrested by Israel for 
suspected links with Hamas 
and the Islamic Jihad 
movement which has also 
canted nut deadly attacks. 



EL-AJOU GROUP 


Career Opportunities in 
Saudi Arabia 

El-Ajou Group , a leading organization in Sales & Services of Office Automation 
Systems , announces job openings for long term career seekers as Specialized Sales 
Representatives & Sales Managers : 

1 - Office Equipment 

Copiers .Faxes .Printers ,etc. 

2 - Banking Products 

Identification .Embossing .Mail Handling .Money Counting ,& Document Processing Systems . 

3 - Industrial & Storage Systems 

Heavy Duty Industrial Disintegrators / Shredders , Industrial Storage Systems of spare parts & 
components , Metal Embossing Systems .Plates .etc. 

4 - Engineering Equipment 

Engineering Surveying Equipment , Blue Print Machines . 

5 - PC & Networks , Imaging Solutions 

PC & Network Solutions . Optical Imaging Systems , Microfilm Cameras , Readers . Primers , 
Processors .etc. 

6 - Audio Visual Equipment & Systems 

Video Projectors , Over Head Projectors , Sound Systems & other Audio & Visual Equipment 
& Systems . 

7 - Furniture & Filing 

Office Systems Furniture , Filing Systems to store hanging files , box files & lateral files etc. 

Minimum Requirements for Candidates are : 

Less than 35 Years old . 

Bilingual (Arabic & English) 

Bachelor's degree in Engineering or Business Administration . 

Minimum 2 years sales experience in the same field . 

Computer Knowledge (Microsoft Word , Excel , etc .) 

El-Ajou offers competitive compensation packages for the right candidates who are expected to make 
a difference in a growing & dynamic organization . 

Please apply in confidence stating in a cover letter one position you are applying for , & briefly state 
your best achievements & include all t rainin g courses attended . 

Please Fax your updated detailed C V to Riyadh , Saudi Arabia 01 - 403 - 7117 
or mail to : HR Manager , Dept. JQ2 , P.OJBox 5012 , Riyadh 11422 , Saudi Arabia . 
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Arab Gulf countries face high 
bill for hydro-electric projects 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Golf states are facing 
a cosily bill for electricity 
and water projects needed 
to meet a rapid increase in 
consumption because of 
growth in their populations, 
according to independent 
estimates. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states, 
which get most of their 
drinking water from the sea 
given their arid desert land, 
are projected to spend more 
than S30 billion on new 
desalination plants and $72 
billion on electricity pro- 
jects until the year 2005. 

Expens said such large 
investments could prompt 
the six members to hasten 
reforms to give access 10 
the private sector in such 
fields as electricity and 
water that have long been 
dominated by the state. 

Studies presented to a 
conference on infrastruc- 
ture in the Middle East 
showed GCC countries 
would have to pump S72.5 
billion into projects to 
expand their power net- 
works until 2005. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
leading oil producer and 
exporter, is forecast to 
spend around $58.1 billion 
while nearly $6.2 billion 


would be invested by Qatar 
and $4.7 billion by the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Investments were project- 
ed at $2 billion in Kuwait. 
$1 billion in Bahrain and 
around $530 million in 
Oman. 

The figures did not 
include costs of water 
desalination projects but 
delegates at the two-day 
conference put them at 
more than $30 billion. 

“Desalination and power 
production requirements 
will continue to grow in the 
Middle East and the tradi- 
tional methods of financing 
these projects will of neces- 
sity change, as the global 
economy changes." said 
Leon Awerbuch. vice presi- 
dent and regional represen- 
tative of International 
Bechtel Company. “Privati- 
sation could be a significant 
vehicle in this process." 

Economists said the new 
projects were needed to 
face a rapid rise in con- 
sumption in the 16-year-old 
political, defence and eco- 
nomic alliance, with water 
demand growing by 10 per 
cent and electricity by 
around eight per cent. 

They attributed the high 
consumption to a steady 


expansion in the non-oil 
industrial sector, the hot 
weather and a rapid growth 
in the population. 

Independent estimates 
showed the GCC’s popula- 
tion. of which nearly 40 per 
cent are foreigners, would 
grow from around 26 mil- 
lion in 1995 to 32.5 million 
in 2000 and 54.7 million in 
the year 2015. 

Given their scarce under- 
ground water resources. 
GCC states get nearly 70 
per cent of their drinking 
w ater needs from expensive 
desalination plants, on 
which they have spent more 
than $150 billion. 

The six members now 
produce around 50 per cent 
of the world's total produc- 
tion of desalted water of 
5.36 billion gallons < 19 bil- 
lion litres) per day. Saudi 
Arabia alone accounts for 
25.9 per cent 

"Gulf states need to invite 
private Investors into their 
water and electricity sector 
or they could face difficul- 
ties in securing financing 
for such huge projects." a 
delegate at the conference 
told AFP. 

“We are not talking only 
about construction and pro- 
duction costs but also about 
maintenance of those units 


... But I think privatisation 
should be gradual and the 
government should main- 
tain a shareholding so 
prices of such services will 
not be raised sharply after 
they were heavily sub- 
sidised." he noted. 

Most GCC states have 
announced plans to carry 
out reforms to revive their 
economies after a slow- 
down caused by lower oil 
prices. 

The reforms include pri- 
vatisation of public enter- 
prises, including water and 
elctricity sendees. 

Oman has already sold off 
part of its electricity sector 
and is planning to carry out 
water projects in participa- 
tion with the private sector. 

Saudi Arabia has stated its 
intention to sell pan of its 
huge hydro-electric sector 
and other services to the 
public. 

In the UAE, authorities 
are considering privatising 
AJ Tawila desalination pro- 
ject. one of the biggest 
hydro-electric ic plants in 
the world. It was launched 
in 1985 and would cater to 
more than 800.000 people 
when it is completed in 
2000. 


Further rises in U.S. interest 
rate could pose EMU challenges 


BRUSSELS (R) — U.S. 
interest rate rises beyond 
market expectations could hit 
progress towards a common 
European currency but the 
latest boost to borrowing 
costs caused little concern, 
analysts have said. 

The link between U.S. and 
European bond markets is 
well established. Analysts say 
the pattern is closest when the 
trend in rares is upward — 
and further U.S. rate increas- 
es are expected. 

But with the U.S. Federal 
Reserve (Fed) having moved 
in a pre-emptive fashion 
against inflation, while the 
growth outlook in Europe is 
still relatively weak, few 
believe the knock-on effect 
on European bond markets 
will be substantia]. 

As a result, the risks of 
higher borrowing costs for 
European Union govern- 
ments. and the difficulties 
that would cause in meeting 
the economic convergence 
targets under the Maastricht 
treaty, are seen to be nealiei- 
Wc. 


"The actual conditions in 
Europe make the markets less 
vulnerable and better placed 
defensively to avoid a rerun 
of 1994." said Robin Mar- 
shall. chief economist at 
Chase Manhattan Bank in 
London. 

Comparisons with 1994, 
the last time the Fed tightened 
monetary policy, were made 
by several economists, all of 
whom cited sharp differences 
in underlying growth condi- 
tions and inflation. 

Moreover, the Fed's rate 
hike in 1994 came as a sur- 
prise to markets, unleashing 
heavy selling of bonds and 
shares across the industri- 
alised world. 

This time around, experts 
say U.S. monetary authorities 
have been wiser. Numerous 
comments from Fed Chair- 
man Alan Greenspan over the 
past few months on the possi- 
bility of a rate move have 
defused the risk of a severe 
reaction. 

“Greenspan has spent the 
last six weeks preparing us 
for this,” added Mr. Marshall. 


Another ingredient in the 
more benign outlook is the 
likelihood that rising U.S. 
rates boost the dollar, a devel- 
opment that would further 
benefit Europe's export sector 
and augment present growth 
and budget estimates. 

“A stronger dollar helps the 
export sector and the German 
economy needs all the help it 
can get," said J.P. Morgan 
economist Jan Loeys. 

But just how much toler- 
ance U.S. officials have for 
continued dollar gains is now 
coming under greater scruti- 
ny. 

Comments by senior U.S. 
officials such as Deputy Trea- 
sury Secretary Lawrence 
Summers have rekindled 
worries that the American 
authorities might want to cap 
the dollar's rise. 

Recendy Mr. Summers 
expressed concern about 
Japan's rising trade surplus, 
prompting the dollar to shed 
some of its gains against the 
yen. 

“We are beginning to hear 
worries coming out of Wash- 


ington to the extent the U.S. 
doesn't want to lose out on 
the trade side." said Steve 
Englander at Smith Barney in 
Paris. 

More cautious than most 
about the effects of the Fed's 
policy tightening. Mr. Eng- 
lander said European debt 
markets could become more 
turbulent in an environment 
; of rising U.S. rates. 

“Historically, asset markets 
in Europe have become more 
volatile when U.S. rates 
move” he added. “It could 
have an Impact on growth and 
debt servicing." 

The Fed last month 
increased interest rates for the 
first time in more than two 
years, raising its target for the 
federal funds rate that com- 
mercial banks charge each 
other for overnight loans to 
5.5 per cent hum 5.25. 

Several U.S. analysts said 
the Fed's statement left the 
door open to further rate 
increases, possibly as soon as 
the central bank's next poli- 
cy-making meeting on May 
20 . 
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ACROSS 

- 1 Island near Java 

5 Zeno was the 
first 

10 Western school 
letters 

13 — energy 

14 Ancient Greek 
district 

15 WKRP, e.g. 

16 Partner of 45A 

18 “—a Camera" 

19 Gaelic 

20 Suffers from 

21 Palmar, to fans 

23 — canto 

24 Lively, musically 
26 Mead's milieu 

29 Tile-shaping 
stand 

30 Peace prize 

31 Japanese city 

32 Soft drink 

36 Work by puzzle 
subjects 

39 Brick transports 

40 Fly sky-high 

41 Lease anew 

42 Acts as an 
accomplice 

44 Deceived 

45 Partner of 1 6A 

48 Far out! 

49 Anesthetic 

50 Small whale 

51 Bulge 

55 From — Z 

56 Work by puzzle 
subjects 

60 Animation frame 

61 Navajo dwelling 

62 Obloquy 

63 Otto's realm: 
abbr. 

64 Solar features 

65 Woman 

DOWN 

1 Pig 

2 Charity 

6 Youngsters 

7 United 

8 A crowd, in old 
Rome? 


V I < M M I Min 1 1 1 1 
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132 133 134 135 


145 |46 |47 


151 (52 153 154 


156 1 57 |58 


by Jay Sullivan 


9 Erie and Suez 

10 Exploiting 

11 Part of a flight? 

12 Walk-on 

13 That girl 
17 A Perlman 

22 Set free 

23 Jungle knife 

24 Shady place 

25 Willingly 

26 London district 

27 Not up 

28 Import 

29 Finales 

30 Utmost 
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31 Tight clusters ^ ___ 

33 MA award site SarviCK - lnt 

34 Security interest 
35J®lgy a part 


43 Bunks 

44 Redined 

45 Attain 


47 Indian dog. 

48 Checks 

50 Card game for 
three 

51 Ali — 


46 Aquatic mammal 52 Nickel word 


53 DepL store 
goods 

54 Dessert 

57 Short distance 

58 Big head 

59 Meander 


HOROSCOPE .-y 
FORECAST 

FOR WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 23, 1997 - 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righier Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Find a quirt 
location where you can 
make some plan:* for the- 
days ahead. Romance can 
flourish at this time if you 
maintain a pleasant atti- 
tude. Later this evening 
will be good for meeting 
with close friends. 
TAURUS: (April 20 - io 
M ay 20) A big smile can ; 
bring you much assis- 
tance from your friends 
today, so keep a pleasant 
attitude and make - the 
days ahead quite benefi- 
cial. The evening can be a 
very happy one for you 
and your mate if you sim- 
ply show some affection. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Listen to the 
opinions of persons from 
various backgrounds 
today, and gain a new 
understanding of others. 
Make plans later this 
evening for a coming trip 
you need to take to make 
your career activities ] 
more successful. 

MOON CHILDREN: ! 
(June 22 to July 21) Get | 
the advice of persons | 
today who have been sue - 1 
cess ful in your field of 
endeavour, and discuss 
these ideas with your 
mate. Later this evening 
will be good for going out 
on the town with close 
friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) The unusual features 
of a new project should be 
brought to the attention of 
a superior, thereby you 
can make your efforts 
recognised and become 
quite successful. An inter- 
esting civic affair can be 
of great help to you. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Although 
you are satisfied with 
your success today, some 
new ideas can help you 
achieve even more. Coop- 
erate more with your fel- 
low associates and there- 
by you can achieve quite 
a lot of prosperity in the 
days ahead. 

LIBRA : (September 23 
to October 22) Enjoy the 
activities you have 
planned for the day today, 
however, also plan some 
entertain for later in the 
week. A small risk could 
work out nicely if you fol- 
low the method of opera- 
tion of a bigwig. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) This is 
the time today to put 
those new ideas in motion 
at home which will please 
you loved ones. Later in 
the day. invite some good 
friends over for a pleasant 
get-together which they 
will all ve ry much enjoy. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Attend to important 
financial statements and 
reports today, paying par- 
ticular attention to details. 
Take it easy and rest up 
later this evening, since in 
the days ahead your 
career activities could be 
rather hectic. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Set 
up a better budget today 
which will allow you 
more recreational activi- 
ties. however, don’t cut 
out any basics. Be more 
thoughtful of your loved 
ones and devise a plan of 
action whereby you can 
be quite successful. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Get 
together with some of 
your close friends for a 
night on the town and you 
can all enjoy yourselves. 
Maintain a positive atti- 
tude with everyone vou 
meet today and thereby 
you can create your own 
level of success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) So many ideas 
for improving your 
lifestyle will occur to you 
today, it would be wise to 
write them down. Get 
early start on 
activities, thereby you ert 
gain the recognition of 
those in authority. 

Birthstone of April: 
Diamond — Amethyst 
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Cement company to offer potential 
investors modified proposals soon 


Ministry of tourism forms 
teams to inspect picnic areas 


\ ' 


** FOLLOWING A national campaign implemented by the 
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities to clean upgrade and 
beaudfv all touristic sites and picnic areas in the Kingdom. 
Tourism Minister Aqel Beltagi has decided to entrust spe- 
cialised committees from his ministry to conduct field tours 
and inspection visit to all such locations to ensure all services, 
cleanliness and safety measures are provided and being strict- 
ly implemented 

The campaign covered Zai. Wadi Zhuaib, Zara and 
Sweimeh where c learning teams, comprising some 60 labour- 
ers. were busy for the past two weeks in removing dirt and 
food leftovers from the sites and especially the eastern shore 
of the Dead Sea Mr. Beltagi and the Canadian ambassador in 
Amman, accompanied by other officials from the ministry, 
joined in the cleaning efforts and inspected the work which 
went on daily even during the holidays of the ‘Eid. 

The beautifying campaign was most evident on a 120 
dunums on the Dead Sea shore adjacent to the resthouse of the 
Social Security Corporation. The area was equipped with all 
required services and manned round-the-clock with personnel 
from the Ministry of Tourism to serve the public and respond 
to their demands t A1 Dustour). 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior official at the Jordan Investment 
Corporation (JIC) said Monday that the corporation is pre- 
pared to start recontacting potential investors to buy its 
shares in the Jordan Cement Factories Company (JCFC) 
and may do so as early as next month. 

His announcement follows a government decision prior to 
rhe 'Eid A1 Adha holiday to increase the price of cement by 
10 per cent. 

“This (decision!, along with other modifications to the 
last proposal should help us better attract investors” he 
said. 

The JIC. charged with divesting government assets, last 
August expressed its intent to sell 20 per cent of its stake in 
the cement company, and a proposal was presented to com- 
panies willing to sign a technical assistance and manage- 
ment agreement 

However, following 16 disappointing offers from 
international companies specialising in the cement indus- 
try. JIC Director General Mohammad Batayneh announced 
that the government would sell 33 per cent (20 million 
shares) of its equity in order to satisfy demands from 
investors thar they be able to hold veto power on the com- 
pany's board.' 


This has recently been accompanied by other amend- 
ments to the proposal which originally stipulated that 
investing enterprises provide technical assistance and man- 
agement services to the cement company. The technical 
service agreement has been scratched from the new pro- 
posal. the official said. 

“[The technical service agreement] was pan of the “strate- 
gic partner' idea which we sought with the first proposal." 
he said. “It had a lot of parameters, and we decided that 
[determining these pararnatresj was not really our role as 
the JIC. Therefore, it has been deleted and these details and 
decisions will be left to the cement company to decide." 

The JIC is no longer seeking a strategic partner specifi- 
cally, he said, but will allow a consortium of investors 
including a strategic partner. 

Additionally, he said the government's decision to raise 
the price of cement by ten per cent (approximately JD4.70 
per tonne) will make investment in the company more 
attractive for investors. The price of cement is fixed by the 
government. However, in 1996, the government increased 
the prices of water, electricity and fueL boosting cement's 
production cost without a parallel increase in price of the 
product. 

“Now, we have a formula by which we can adjust the 
price of cement accordingly," the official said 


In securing a strategic partner for the cement corporation, 
the JIC and the management of the cement company hope 
to upgrade the quality and compeiitvity .of Jordanian 
cement and ensure a higher volume of sales to neighbour- 
ing countries, particularly the Palestinian self-rule territo- 
ries, where Jordan cumendy has an agreement with the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) to export 400.000 
tonnes of cement annually, as well as Syria and Israel. 

The JCFC is expected to face substantial competition in 
the region in coming years. The PNA announced last year 
plans to establish a cement faiory in the West Bank which 
would somewhat end their dependence on cement imports 
from Jordan and Egypt 

Additionally, a Swiss cement group. Holderbank. active 
in Egypt until 1961 when the Egyptian government nation- 
alised the Egyptian Cement Company (ECC). will return to 
production in that country. The ECC announced last 
November that Holderbank would add S14. 1 million to the 
company's capital and expressed intentions to invest 516.9 
mill ion in a new plant under construction outside Cairo. 

The JCFC was founded in 1952 and its present capital is 
JD60 milli on. Market value of the share as of Tuesday was 
JD3.7S0. Par value is JDI. 


IFC invests and lends $18 
million to Zara Company 

** THE INTERNATIONAL Finance Corporation (IFC) has 
agreed io invest 53 million equity in the capital of Zara Invest- 
ment Company which is a public shareholding firm estab- 
lished in 1 994 as a holding company and currently has a JD40 
million capital. The IFC has also agreed to extend a $15 mil- 
lion loan. JD10 million of which will be used to finance the 
Grand Hyatt hotel project and the southern Zara Centre 
anaclied to it. The remaining $5 miilion will be used to 
finance the Movenpik/Dead Sea project and the health centre 
attached to iL 


Royal Jordanian initials 
programme to cut energy bill 

• *+ FOLLOWING AN agreement signed between Royal Jor- 
danian I RJ) and the Energy Management Services Co. 
(EMS). a major project has suited to demonstrate the energy 
saving potential at RJ facilities. The agreement calls for EMS 
to perform a comprehensive study of energy use and con- 
sumption at ali RJ facilities. 

The study will include energy use monitoring, consumption 
evaluation, providing packaged services for reducing energy 
consumption and improving operational performances. The 
study will be followed by an implementation stage will take 
place to realise the proposed energy conservation measures. 


THE BETTER HALF,, By Glasbergen 

l. slasbepgem I 



“It’s hard to believe that you and 
John Kennedy Jr. have the 
exact same horoscope!” 


i 



UnscramWe friese four Jumbtes. 
one fetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME J 
by Henri Amah) end Mike Adrian 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's I Jumbles- HAZEL .CEASE CRAVAT PLOWED 
1 Answer: Ants can turn a kitchen foio this - 
A CRAWL SPACE 
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PAST 12 

NORTHS 

COMPART ' S HAKE 

r / e 

DIV. 

NO. 

or 

TRAMS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSX CHANGE 
PRICE 

higR 

LOW 

269.000 213-000 

ARAB BAHX 

11.7 

1.57 

5 

280 

71600 

256.00 

255.00 

1.00- 

H 2.100 

1.790 

JOR. NATIONAL BK- 

E 

0.00 

2 

400 

727 

1.81 



5.500 

4.100 

CAIRO AMMAN BAHX 

9.1 

3.41 

2 

2000 

8700 

4.30 

4.40 

.10+ 

2.600 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DKV.BK. 

5.4 

S.92 

2 

350 

823 

2.30 

2.35 

.05+ 

5.100 

4.250 

the aousme be. 

13.1 

2.83 

11 

4580 

22337 

4.88 

4.88 


2.950 

2.440 

J OR. KUWAIT BARK 

19.3 

0.00 

2 

440 

1170 

2.68 

2.66 

.02— 

1.090 

.800 

•TOR. GUL? BANK 

4-9 

8.54 

4 

3500 

2855 

.81 

.82 

.01+ 

3.870 

3.450 

ARAB JUR.XHV.BK. 

19.3 

0.00 

1 

750 

2700 

3.60 

3.60 

- 

2.800 “ 

1.380 

ORION BK.SAV.tHV. 

P 

0.00 

1 

100 

142 

1.42 


*■ 

1.440 

1.000 

PHZLADBL.XHV.BX. 

9 

0.00 

2 

500 

568 

1.15 

1.12 

.03- 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 193 

38 xcssi 

-4.30 

32 

12900 

111621 




1.820 

1.450 

J OR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.7 

7.14 

3 

400 

671 

1.67 

1.6B 

.01+ 

9.2S0 

7.800 

JOR. HOTEL TOORXSM 

11.5 

1.38 

1 

1000 

8000 

8.00 

8.00 

— 

1.560 

1.280 

IRBXD ELECTRICITY 

9.5 

6.90 

1 

500 

725 

1.45 

1.45 

— 

7.500 

6.000 

VHCLtS. OWNERS FED. 

7.8 

4.93 

2 

3000 

21300 

7.00 

7.10 

-10+ 

5.050 

4.100 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

16.9 

3.01 

3 

aoo 

3422 

4.50 

4.27 

.23- 

1.520 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

5 

1450 

1479 

1.02 

1.02 

— 

. 950 

.480 

JORDAN I9TL.TRAD. 

25.2 

0.00 

1 

1000 

490 

.49 

.49 

— 

3.720 

2.990 

ARAB ISTL.XHV.KDOC. 

12.1 

6.56 

2 

1250 

3813 

3.05 

3.05 

— 

2.230 

1.650 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.0 

6.51 

8 

6500 

10988 

1.69 

1.69 

— 

+ 1.200 

.710 

UNION LAND DEV. 

■ 

0.00 

1 

50 

35 

.71 

.70 

.01- 

SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 102 

91 ZCSGi 

-1.23 

27 

15950 

50923 




T 3.760 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

21.6 

2.65 

27 

7918 

29903 

3.76 

3.78 

.02+ 

6.100 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.9 

3.39 

1 

450 

2655 

5.95 

5.90 

.05- 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFTNAHJ 

10.3 

7.84 

8 

814 

8278 

10.15 

10.20 

.05+ 

3.260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL CCMM.AGR. 

28.9 

0.00 

2 

265 

569 

2.19 

2.15 

.04- 

4.100 

3.040 

ARAB PHARK. KAN T. 

20.6 

5.33 

28 

7950 

30078 

3.76 

3.75 

.01- 

• 7.250 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

8.8 

3.55 

1 

50 

353 

7.05 

•7.05 

— 

3.600 

2.860 

JOR. PAPER CARD HD. 

14.7 

3.50 

2 

326 

932 

2.86 

2.86 

- 

1.760 

1.180 

RAFTA INDUSTRIES 

P 

0.00 

1 

250 

29S 

1.2 2 

1.18 

.04- 

5.910 

4.250 

DAR ALDAHA DV. IHV. 

13.5 

4.04 

2 

116 

573 

4.95 

4.95 

— 

5.400 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. HO . 

8.2 

9.09 

1 

150 

495 

3.31 

3.30 

.01- 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK A POULTRY 

11.4 

0.00 

1 

1000 

540 

.55 

.54 

.01- 

1.370 

1-040 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TKD. 

10.9 

6.45 

1 

1000 

1070 

1.07 

1.07 

— 

.920 

.540 

RATIONAL IADS. 

8.9 

10.00 

2 

650 

390 

.60 

:6o 

— 

3.730 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE WIRE.MFAC 

16.2 

0.00 

8 

1263 

3338 

2. S3 

2.66 

.13+ 

1.170 

.570 

JOR- SULPHO-CHEM 

« 

0.00 

12 

10500 

8050 

.76 

.76 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHAHK.CHXH- 

26.6 

0.00 

6 

2050 

2923 

1.43 

1.42 

.01- 

2.660 

1.420 

UNTV. MOOR. niDS. 

4.4 

13.89 

28 

13650 

19922 

1.47 

1.44 

.03- 

1.780 

1.140 

JCe.IHDS. RESOURCES 

16.0 

8.40 

2 

800 

9SS 

1.21 

1.19 

.02- 

1.230 

.840 

JOR. NEW CAHLE CO. 

24.2 

0.00 

26 

31050 

27415 

.88 

.89 

.01+ 

2.360 

1.750 

EL -SAT READ* WEAR 

P 

0.00 

3 

950 

1682 

1.78 

1.77 

• Ol- 

1-360 

1-080 

INTI.. TOBACCO 

27.5 

0.00 

1 

200 

234 

J-17 

1.17 

— 

1.440 

.900 

UNION CH. £ VBG. 

28.8 

0.00 

9 

2350 

2140 

.92 

.91 

.01- 

IBDOSTRftL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 117.71 *CHGl 

-0.23 

:72 

83752 

142788 
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INDEX: 152 

77 *CHGi 

-0.32 

231 

112602 

305331 
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.580 

.370 

CENTRAL GEM. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

2 

1000 

410 

.42 

.41 

.01- 

.790 

-440 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

12.0 

0.00 

7 

16000 

7200 

.45 

.45 

— 

.840 

.670 

UNION IHV. 50* 

65.1 

0.00 

7 

11000 

1980 

.68 

.68 

-i 

.840 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

25 

71350 

35429 

.49 

.51 

.02+ 

It .950 

.740 

AL-SBARQ INV . 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

150 

84 

.81 

.81 

- 

1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

B 

0.00 

2 

8250 

1155D 

1.42 

1.40 

.02- 

.690 

.430 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

9 

0.00 

a 

4200 

1890 

.45 

-«5 


.720 

.490 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

l 

10O 

51 

.52 

.51 

.01- 

. B40 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . KAMI CO 

E 

0.00 

14 

9641 

6556 

.65 

.68 

.03+ 

.980’ 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

S 

0.00 

30 

65000 

50050 

.77 

.77 

- 

.730 

.600 

MIDEAST FHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

1500 

540 

.61 

.61 

— 

.770 

.550 

RAX I PHAHM. 65* 

1 

0.00 

2 

1200 

326 

.63 

.63 

— 

.640 

.390 

INDS. BUG. 

27.1 

0.00 

27 

38250 

16625 

.42 

.44 

.02+ 

.960 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

. E 

0.00 

3 

1500 

1170 

.78 

.78 


.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRI 

E 

0.00 

7 

14020 

10273 

.70 

.69 

.01- ' 

H 1.020 

.800 

ARAB HtT. POOD PACT. 

59.0 

0.00 

1 

700 

588 

.84 

.84 


.870 

.530 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

9.1 

0.00 

26 

S86100 

457158 

.78 

.78/ 

- 

OUUID TOTAL 

u t 

.. 

„ 


164 

829961 

601879 
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Cabinet plans wider 
measures to boost 
foreign investments 


By Tareq Ayoub 

Special la the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Information 
Minister Samir Mutawe' 
said Tuesday that more 
measures will be imple- 
mented to encourage for- 
eign investments in King- 
dom. 

Dr. Mutawe*. who was 
speaking to reporters fol- 
lowing a Cabinet session, 
said the Cabinet was 
briefed by Deputy Prime 
Minister Jawad Anani on 
the government's steps to 
attract foreign investors. 

Dr. Mutawe' added that 
during the three-hour Cabi- 
net session. Dr. Anani 
reviewed obstacles and bar- 
riers which impede foreign 
investment in the Kingdom. 


Dr. Mutawe' said that 
among the measures dis- 
cussed were removing 
bureaucratic barriers and 
delays which the investors 
might face at different min- 
istries. 

He added that a new 
mechanism will be adopted 
to facilitate the entry of 
investors to the Kingdom 
and instructions will be 
given to all border points 
not to delay their entry. 

The minister said the 
Cabinet discussed projects 
in Aqaba and added that 
meetings will be held w ith 
Aqaba Authority chief. 
Fayez Khasawneh. to dis- 
cuss and remove obstacles 
hindering touristic projects 
in Aqaba. 


Dubai free zone seeks 
more Japanese investment 


DUBAI (AFP) — Dubai’s 
free zone will send a delega- 
tion to Japan in May to seek 
more capital even though the 
Far East industrial giant is 
already among the top 
investors in the zone, its 
chairman has said. 

Sultan Ben Sulayem said 
Japan was showing strong 
interest in the Jebel Ali Zone, 
with the number of its com- 
panies investing in the facili- 
ty increasing to 44 at the end 
of 1996 from 29 at the end of 
1995. 

‘The zone is interested in 
attracting more foreign com- 
panies, especially from 
Japan. A delegation will visit 
Japan in May to promote 


investment in the zone” he 
told Emirates Today eco- 
nomic weekly. 

Around 1.100 firms have 
investments of more than S3 
billion in Jebel Ali, the 
biggest free zone in the oil- 
rich Gulf. A large number of 
them are from Japan and 
other industrial states but 
their investments are concen- 
trated on marketing, distribu- 
tion and small manufactur- 
ing units. 

Japanese companies have 
been attracted to Dubai as it 
is the main transhipment 
centre in the Middle East and 
is located in the heart of a 
vast Asian market of more 
than one billion consumers. 
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D A J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Arnra' Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Ammsn 
Also in Brazil . ' 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 


Location: Behind New 

English School 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

AbdbimHeal Estate 
Tel: 8106&5 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
i unfurnished for rent. , 


STUDIO HR I G 

Profession# quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop yourcoiourfiim 
at our shop and get 
* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

.* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. ; 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 823891 





deluxe villas and 
APARTMENTS - 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL. 

ReAl estate 

: — / ' ■* 


Tel.: 699369 




* One & Two Badroomi • Folly 
■Equipped Kitefceoettei • Daily A 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rata 


5th t'irdc 

lei (i92672 Far. 674551 




crown norct 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POCHTi 


-SAUNA. JACUZZI 
MASSAGE • 

-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH. 

■_ COURTS T • £ 

' ' . ’ S, 

TEL: 75tttf0r. 
Radio A TV Station Rd. 






REAL ESTATE 


in Amman 


Fbr details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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1 st Division Basketball ChamDionshi 


First round enters final week 


as Jazireh, Orthodoxi clash Thursday 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


.AMMAN — The Kingdom's 1st 
Division Basketball Championship 
moves into high gear this weekend as 
the first round enters its final week. 

Former champions A1 AM, who 
improved their image after a 73-45 
win over Al Hussein meet A1 Jalil 
Wednesday while champions Al 
Orthodoxi meet Al Jazireh Thursday 
nisht. 


Ahli-Jalil 

Both teams in Wednesday night’s 
match are in unenviable situation hav- 
ing to put their house in order during 
the competition. 

The march is not expected to be a 
competitive one but merely a chance 
for A I Ahli to regroup and upgrade 
their faltering form. 

The teams from Irbid. Al Jalil, were 
not at their best at the beginning of the 
competition but some of the teams 
best players are back on the lineup 
after resolving their differences with 
the club's board. 

Their opponents are also now putting 
their house in order as Al Ahli’s board 
this week handed new Armenian coach 
Raffi Cholukian their reigns after the 
team's humiliating S5-57 defeat to Al 
Jazireh last week. 

Apparently referring to lack of disci- 
pline on the pan of players, 
Cholukian 's firsr statement was: “Only 
players who seriously attended prac- 
tice should expect to play in the 
league.” 

Cholukian. a former head coach of 
the Soviet Unions' national teams was 


recruited for the purpose of taking 
over the clubs’ teams with the hope of 
taking Al Ahli to new heights after 
they failed to win the tide during the 
past two seasons. 

He takes over from Ghaith Najjar, Al 
Ahli’s coach for the past two seasons, 
during which the team was unable to 
reclaim the title and have been in a 
slumping form ever since. 

Many top players like Naser 
Bushnaq, Yousef Zaghloul and 
Marwan Ma’touq have also since left 
the team. 

Al Ahli were previously trained by 
Ukrainian Alexander Sacha who guid- 
ed the team to a 1990 win ending Al 
Orthodoxi *s 1976-1989 reign atop the 
Kingdom's basketball scene. 

Al Ahli went on to win the crown in 
1992, 93, 94 before Sacha left his post 
after apparent differences with the 
board. 


Jazireh -Orthodoxi 
The match of the week is the clash 
between new title contenders Al 
Jazireh and tideholders Al Orthodoxi. 

After ending Al Ahli’s short-lived 
reign two season's ago, Al Orthodoxi 
now hope to win the title for the third 
consecutive year. 


Team 

Jazireh 

Orthodoxi 

Jalil 

Ahli 

Hussein 

♦Yarmouk 


* Relegated to Second Division 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIR3CH 
OiMS TatnlwaSnoih 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
lnerable. as South hearts. 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, an Sooth 
you bold; 


♦AStfVoid 0Q108763*AJ543 


Q. 4 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 


Two Furnished Flats For Rent 

3 & 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
private entrance, all services available. 
Fabulous location on the 4th Circle, 
opposite Prime Ministry. 

To view call 777916 or 674935 


The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1 * . Pass 2 0 Pass 

3 O' : Pan 4* Pass The bidding has proceeded: 

Pass 7 SOUTH WEST NORTH BAST 

What do yon bid now? P" ** Pa* 

A. - Diamonds is the agreed trump I do yoo bid now? 
sui u and four hearts is a cue-bid. . .... , 


*AK Q J76S 078 098 MS 


| Joe Tasco ^ 

^ Director £ 

2 v 2 


Therefore, we would cue-bid four 
spades now. (Partner nhmitd not 
take it os natural; we could hove 
supported spades on the previous 
round.) A practical alternative is a 
jump to six diamonds 


Q.i - North-South vulnerable. 
South deals. 


A. - Although you do not have all 
that much in the way ofhigb cards, 
slam is a distinct possibility 
because of your long, strong suit 
and fitting honor in partner’s suit. 
Tall partner of your playing poten- 
tial by jumping to three bjmkks. 


CA^EX'CDRP 


Montreal, Qc. Canada 
CONGRATULATE 
THE MANAGEMENT OF 
THE REGENCY PALACE HOTEL 


«QJ ?A2 0QJB642 +KQ7 


Q. 5 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 


*A J 9 7 S OKS OK Q 107 «J9 


Th e bidd i ng has p roceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Pass 2+ Pass 

20 Pass 2V Pan 


What do you bid do*? 


The bidding has proce 
SOUTH WEST NO 
la P„, sc 

What do you bid now? 


NORTH BAST 
so Pass 


$FOR THE NEW CLASSIFICATION GAINED WITH SRS % 
% HOTELS WORLDWIDE AS $ 

* 5 STARS DELUXE COLLECTION & 


A. - This depends on your meth- 
ods. If you play that a new suit here 
asks for a stopper, bid two spades to 
inquire about North's holding in 
that suit. If not, three dubs is the 
logical action. 


Q.3 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


AAEQI04 UAJS32 OSS +3 spades 


A. - Many five-card niqjorites 
believe that a rabid of opener's suit 
premises six cards. This hand illus- 
trates the fallacy of that thinking. A 
reiad of three diamonds is a high 
reverse, and you are not strong 
enough for that To try two no 
trump without a dub stopper Is 
exotic, and to raise hearts with a 
doubletoo is imaginative. Two 
spades is your only recourse. 


GULF HOTEL -AQABA 

Congratulate 

The Management of 


The bidding has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
I* POaa 20 Pass 

2 7 Puss 2 NT Pass 


Q. 6 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 


What do you bid now? 


*AK082 CQJ10S OK S3 *8 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 


The Regency Palace Hotel 


For The New Classification Gained With 


A. - Those 100 honors in spad<^ 
ore enticing, but don’t let them 
interfere with the orderly descrip- 
tion of your holding. It w important 
to tell partner that your hearts are 
five cards long, so rebid three 
hearts. Should that not be forcing 
_ in your methods, jump to four 


A. - If partner has no more than 
the aoe-king of hearts and aoa of 
diamonds, you should be laydown 
for slam. The only way to convince 
partner of yuur power is to jump 
shift z»w to two spades, then sup- 
port hearts at your next taro. 


SRS HOTELS WORLDWIDE AS 

5 STARS DELUXE COLLECTION 

PARTNER OF STEIGENBERGER HOTELS 


Qd&ishmg r Uhs effietd Ottbrz TSrogress 


ANZAC DAY 


THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 



INVITES ALL AUSTRALIAN & NEW 
ZEALAND CITIZENS TO A DAWN 
SERVICE COMMEMORATING 


tonrfstaSm^acefl co. 
CONGRATULATE 

The Management of 


1 1— *Ntl C J* ■■■ 1 ?> ..» 1 H - ■ i ^ 

Fte&eracy F’alace f-fotet 


ANZAC DAY 


0530 FRIDAY 25 APRIL 


AT THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 
ZAHRAH ST. JABAL AMMAN 
(BETWEEN 4TH & 5TH CIRCLES) 


For The New Classification Gained With 
SRS Hotels Worldwide as 
DELUXE COLLECTION 
PARTNER OF STEIGENBERGER HOTELS 
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taking Trained by Murad Barakat, one of 
iope of the greatest players in Jordanian bas- 
s after ketball, Al Orthodoxi face an uphill 
ing the battle as their opponents are one of the 
most unyielding players in the country. 
li ar ’ ^ After their big win over Al Ahli. Al 
H^ ons ’ Jazireh have sounded the alarm as seri- 
1 . ® ous contenders for the tide. 
n m The players seem to have undoubt- 
Naser edly benefitted form their participation 
in the Arab Clubs tournament in 
ice left Tunisia last month. 

Lfnder the guidance of coach Fadi 
led by Sabbah, Al Jazireh have come dose to 
j guid- the title during the last two seasons, 
ing Al especially last year when they became 
op the the only team other than Al Orthodoxi 
to ever beat Al Ahli. 

awn in Since then, Al Jazireh have made the 
“ battle for the title a three-way race 

* “ ie after fans became accustomed to only 
seeing Al Ahli and AJ Orthodoxi battle 
for the number one position. 

: clash Thursday night's match is therefore 
^ crucial for both teams before the com- 
jdoxi. petition enters its second round April 
t-lived 30. 

lodoxi The match will be held at the Sports 
= third Palace at 6:15 p.m. JTV will air a 
recording of the match at 1 1 :30 p.m. 

STANDINGS I 


Denver Nuggets fire g|j| rJ/vE 
coach Dick Motta, stafifrW 


Lameck Aguta of Kenya breaks the tape to win the 
101st Boston Marathon in a time of 2:10:34 in 
Boston, April 21. Joseph Kamau of Kenya finished 
second and Mexicxan Dionicio Ceron was third 
(Reuters photo) 


DENVER ■ |R> — The 
Denver Nuggets, who 
just completed the sec- 
ond-worst season in 
leant history, fired head 
coach Dick Mona and 
his entire stuff Monday. 

Motta and assistants 
Jim Brovelli. Gene 
Littles and Kip Motta. 
son of the head coach, 
were relieved of their 
duties after guiding the 
team to a 21-61 record, 
the * Nuggets 

announced/- 

The 1 65-year-old 
Motta h&T replaced 
Bemie /-Bicker staff, 

who stepped down as 
head coadh November 
26. But the team went 
just 17-52 under Motta 
with just "five victories 
coming after the mid- 
season” all-star break. 

TTie Nuggets, who 
closed thd season with 


a 1 00-05 win at Dallas • 
Sunda). never seemed 
lo recover from the loss 
of centre Dikemte , 
Miuombo to free. Ar , 


of centre Dikembe , 
Mutombo to free, j ^ , 

agency prior to die sea- 
soil. 

In addition, forward i-V i- 
Laphonso Ell is was 4* . 
limited by injuries 
55 games and Sarunasij., 

Marc iu lion is appeared y 
in just 17 games due to.jftj 


injuries. V:K IT 

Motta. who had one- |. t ^ 
year remaining on his Llj V 
Denver contract. came jjV 
to the Nuggets from the ij* W 
Dallas* Mavericks,. L: fj® 
where he posted 329 *j 
wins in nine seasons. \ ^ 'ff . 

He is the second NBA 'J'j-/ 
coaching casualty in as 
many days after the ! 

Philadelphia 76ers i-v. -* 
fired Johnny Davis ! ^ 

Sundav. j 


Champions’ 

League 

semi-finals 

live on 

Orbit-ESPN 

Sports 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


TEL:634I44 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


PHILBDELPHIH 


PHILADELPHIA “2” 


Michael Douglas 
&. Val Kilmer ... in 


Demi Moore in 


GHOST AND 


STRIPTEASE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30,10:30 



PLHZB 

Eddie Murphy ....in 

METRO 


Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


THE HUNCHBACK OF 


NOTREDAME 

Show: 5:00 p.m.!p 


Costa brushes aside Portas 
to win Barcelona Open 


ORBIT-ESPN Sports will 
air exclusive coverage of 
both Champions' League 
second leg semi-finals on 
Wednesday, April 23. 

Manchester United 
against Borussia Dortmund 
kicks-off the evening live 
at 6.25 p.m. GMT and is 
followed by the Juventus- 
Ajax of Amsterdam 
encounter at 8:30 p.m. 
GMT. 

The Champions’ League 
is the most prestigious club 
competition in the world 
and the semi-finals, played 
over two legs, brings 
together the four top teams 
in Europe. 

There is still plenty to 
play for in both ties. In the 
live game English giants 
Manchester United must 
overcome a 1-0 deficit 
against Dortmund. With a 
packed Old TrafFord cheer- 
ing on the “Reds." it 
promises to be a thrilling 
encounter. 

Defending champions 
Juventus will start as 
favourites in the second 
semi-final after winning 2- 
1 in Amsterdam in the first 
leg. However, the Dutch 
champions have not lost a 
European tie away from 
home for three seasons. 

Orbit-ESPN will follow 
the Champions' League 
semi-finals with live cover- 
age of the grand final in 
Munich on Wednesday, 
May 28. 

Orbit-ESPN will also 
have live and exclusive 
coverage of the UEFA 
Cup-Winners Cup second 
leg semi-final between 
Liverpool and Paris St. 
Germain on Thursday, 
April 24 at 6:25 p.m. GMT. 

Orbit-ESPN Sports will 
offer bilingual commentary 
for all games with English 
commentary on channel 19 
and 89 and Arabic on chan- 
nel 18 and 88. 


BARCELONA (R) — 

Albert Costa brushed aside 
fellow Spaniard Albert 
Portas to win the Barcelona 
Open Monday, the day he 
moved into the top 10 of 
the world rankings for the 
first time. 

Costa never looked in 
trouble during his 7-5, 6-4. 
6-1 victory over Portas. a 
qualifier who was playing 
the first best-of-five-set 
match of his life. 

“Getting to the top 10 is 
nice, but winning the 
Barcelona Open is'much 
nicer.’' said Costa. 

The final had been moved 


to Monday ; because of 
heavy rain ki Barcelona 
Sunday. . * ■ 

Portas. returning from a 
recent six-month lay-off 
due to a knee injury, was 
made to look out of his 
depih by Costa, who broke 
once in each set without 
losing his own sent. 

Portas. who started the 
tournament world ranked 
133. was let down by his 
powerful forehand which 


had helped him to victory’ 
in earlier rounds over seed- 


in earlier rounds over seed- 
ed players Mfflrelo Rios 
and AlbertrtBeofsategui. 
The matci»»ha^ gone with 


sene until the 1 1th game of 
the first set when Portas 
committed three errors to 
lose the game to love. 

Costa took the set in the 
next game, and broke again 
in the fifth game of the sec- 
ond set, before coasting to 
victory over the only quali- 
fier ever to reach the final 
of the Barcelona tourna- 
ment. 

“I was rather nervous in 
the first set. but I won the 
points at the key moments.” 
said Costa. "After the break 
in the second set I saw vic- 
tory much closer" 



CL 


Spain s Alberto Costa celebrates after scoring the winning point a&ainsr rnmm.ri^ 
Alberto Portas at the end nf Hip Rami/mo nru sJ a ®^ in . c ” m PJtnol 


*2? ^ 1 th6 Tennis tou rname nt fi naL CoTE 

Portas 7-5, 6-4. 6-4 to win the tournameof (Reuters photo) Deat 


CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Steven Segal... in 

GLIMMER MAN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

^ SPACE JAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Nabil S' Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: f»25 155 


The political satire 
AMN YA HO 

■ * , i E° r reservations call 625 155 
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Sports 

Group 3 World Cup qualifiers 

UAE beat Bahrain 3-0, await match against Jordan 




Bv AJeen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
(UAE) Tuesday scored a 3-0 win 
over Bahrain in the second leg/firsi 
round Asian Group 3 World Cup 
qualifying matches in Sharjah, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

While Bahrain dropped out of the 
race for qualification, the win gave 
the UAE the group lead for now 
before the crucial match against 
Jordan Saturday when the group 
qualifier will be decided. 

The UAE will auto mati cally 
clinch the only qualifying berth 
from Group 3 if they beat Jordan. 

Even a draw against the King- 
dom’s team will be enough for the 
UAE to qualify. 

However, set of complicated pos- 
sibilities arise in the case of Jor- 
dan's win and by the number of 
goals scored since in the case of 
Jordan's win the two teams will tie 
in overall points and the goal dif- 
ference will determine the winner. 

Jordan is now second in the 
group after their 4-1 win over 
Bahrain which kept alive the King- 


dom’s qualifying chances after a 
dismal first leg showing in Mana- 
ma, Bahrain where Jordan drew 0- 
0 with the UAE who beat Bahrain 
2-1 . Bahrain had then defeated Jor- 
dan 1-0, 

The Jordan Soccer Federation 
(JSF) had evaluated the King- 
dom's results and described as sat- 
isfactory their goalless draw with 
the UAE in the opening match - — 
a good result against a 1990 World 
Cup qualifier and currently Asia’s 
second ranked team. 

Onlookers had criticised the team 
for not being able to score in both 
their matches. 

Even in eight friendly interna- 
tionals in preparation for the quali- 
fiers, Jordan could only score 6 
goals altogether. Jordan's record 
included three defeats, three goal- 
less draws and two wins. 

The Kingdom’s only wins were 
2-0 and 4-1 in Muscat. 

Jordan had two matches against 
Lebanon losing 1-0 and drawing 
0 - 0 . 

In matches against Iraq. Jordan 
twice lost 1-0 while both matches 
against Syria ended in goalless 


draws. 

This is the fourth time Jordan 
plays in World Cup qualifying 
matches after taking part in first 
round qualifiers for Mexico 96, 
Italy 90, and USA 94. 

Thirty-six Asian countries are 
contesting the first round World 
Cup qualifiers and have been divid- 
ed into ten groups. 

Group 1 : Saudi Arabia. Malaysia, 
Bangladesh and Taiwan. 

Group 2: Iran. Syria. Maldives, 
Kyrgyzstan. 

Group 3: United Arab Emirates, 
Jordan, Bahrain. 

Group 4: Japan. Oman, Nepal, 
Macao. 

Group 5: Uzbekistan. Indonesia, 
Yemen. Cambodia. 

Group 6: South Korea. Thailand, 
Hong Kong. 

Group 7: Kuwait, Lebanon, Sin- 
gapore. 


Group 8: China, Turkmenistan. 
Vietnam, Tajikistan. 

Group 9: Iraq, Pakistan, Kaza- 
khstan. 

Group 10: Qatar. India. Sri 
Lanka. Philippines. 

The 10 groups winners will qual- 
ify for the second round, to be held 
in Singapore, where the teams will 
be divided into two groups. 

The first two from each group 
will then contest the Asian finals. 

The first three qualify- directly for 
the 1998 World Cup in France 
while the winner of a play-off 
between the fourth team and the 
Oceania Zone winner will also 
qualify. 

JTV coverage of 
Group 3 matches 
UAE — Ionian April 26 6:30 

p.m. 


GROUP 3 STANDINGS 

Team £ W L D GF GA Pts 

UAE 3 2-1517 

Jordan 3111424 
Bahrain 4 13-393 


Cubs beat Mets again; Phillies rout Pirates 
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NEW YORK (R) — Scon 
Servais drove in three runs 
for the Chicago Cubs who 
took advantage of three 
New York Mets’ errors on 
Monday to win 6-4 for 
their second straight victo- 
ry after losing 14 in a row. 

Frank Castillo allowed 
four runs and four hits with 
two walks and three strike- 
outs in six innings for the 
victory. 

“We got a couple of extra 
outs,*' Cubs manager Jim 
,? Riggleman said. “When 
the opposition makes 
errors, you have to take 
advantage. We are still in a 
slump hitting.” 

The Cubs cruised to a 3-0 
lead on Servais" two-run 
double in the fourth inning 
and his run-scoring single 
in the sixth. 

*Tt takes a lot of pressure 
off losing" Servais said, 
“but we’ve got to get some 
of our boppers going. This 
is the best he’s thrown. Our 
bullpen came in and did a 
nice job.” 

But it appeared as if 
Chicago would blow yet 
another game in the bottom 
of the sixth when the Mets 
exploded for four runs to 
take the lead. 

In Pittsbui^h, Cun 
Schilling became the first 
Philadelphia pitcher to go 
the distance this season and 
was backed by a three-run 
homer by Mike Lieberthal 
as the Phillies routed the 
Pittsburgh Piraies 10-2. 

Schilling scattered nine 
'$■ ? hits — one to each of the 
v Pittsburgh starters. He 


struck out eight and did not 
walk a batter in winning 
his first game at three 
rivers stadium. 

The Phillies did all their 
scoring in the first and last 
innings. They jumped on 
Steve' Cooke (1-3) for four 
runs in the first and broke 
the game open with six 
more in the ninth. 

“When they score those 
runs you have to get them 
out right away and protect 
those runs," Schilling said. 
“It is a jump start and a 
good kind of pressure.” 

Yankees rally 
to beat White Sox 

Cecil Fielder’s two-out 
double in the eighth scored 
Pat Kelly with the go- 
ahead run as the New York 
Yankees came from behind 
to defeat the Chicago 
White Sox 4-3 Monday. 

Paul O’Neill had hit a 
two-run homer in the sev- 
enth inning to tie the game 
for the Yankees, who took 
three of the four games in 
the series. 

David Cone (1-2) sur- 
vived a bout with wildness 
to earn the win. Cone 
allowed a career-high eight 
walks — one intentional — 
in seven innings. He 
allowed all three runs and 
seven hits and struck out 
eight. 

Chris Hammond retired a 
pair of batters and was 
charged with a run and Jim 
Corsi also got a pair of outs 
before HeathclifF Slocumb 
pitched the ninth for his 
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Chicago Cubs second baseman Rev Sanchez can't get the throw away in time as he 
forces out New York Mets runner Todd Hundley in the sixth inning at Shea Stadium 
In New York. Batter Carl Event was safe at first base. Cubs won 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


third save. 

At Texas, Melvin Nieves' 
three-run double highlight- 
ed a five-run eighth inning 
and Dan Miceli tossed a 
perfect ninth as the Detroit 
Tigers rallied for a 7-6 vic- 
tory over the Texas 
Rangers. 

Tony Clark and Deivi 
Cruz added RBI in the piv- 
otal inning for the Tigers, 
who rallied from a 5-1 
deficit. 

AJ. Sager (2-1) notched 
the victory despite surren- 
dering two runs — one 
earned — before getting 


the final two outs of the 
seventh. 

In Seattle, Ken Griffey, 
Jr. Had a two-run triple and 
scored the go-ahead run in 
a three-run seventh inning 
as the Seattle Mariners 
defeated the Kansas City 
Royals 6-5 for their ninth 
win in 12 games. 

Seattle trailed 5-3 before 
rallying in the seventh. 

Bobby Ayala (1-0) got 
the win in relief of starter 
Randy Johnson despite 
allowing two runs and two 
hits in one inning. Norm 
Charlton got the final three 


outs for his sixth save. 

Jeff King hit a two-run 
homer in the seventh 
inning for Kansas City, 
extending his hitting streak 
to 1 1 games. 

In Anaheim, Darin Ersiad 
drove home the winning 
run on a chopper to second 
base in the bottom of the 
1 3th inning as the Anaheim 
Angels defeated the Toron- 
to Blue Jays 5-4. 

Rich Delucia (1-0) 
notched the win with 1 1/3 
strong innings of relief. He 
allowed no hits and struck- 
out three. 
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NBA rivals see Chicago 
as vulnera-BuII 


WASHINGTON (AFPi — 
Last year they were 
unsioppa-BulI. winning a 
record 72 games and tak- 
ing 14 of" their first 15 


: STANDINGS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 


plavoff starts to look invin- 

1 

Atlantic Division 

d-Bull. 

1 




But the juggernaut run of 


\V 

L Pet 

Gb 

the Chicago Bulls might 





not be repeata-BulI this 

’ Y-Miami 

61 

21 .744 

■ 

year and top National Bas- 

X-N’ew York 

57 

25 .695 

4 

ketball Association rivals 

X- Orlando 

45 

37 .549 

16 

even suggest that Michael 

X- Washington 

44 

38 .537 

17 

Jordan and company might 

New Jersex 36 ■ 

56 

.517 35 


be vulnera-Bull- 

Philadelphia 


60 .26S 

39 

“I don’t think the gap is 

| Boston 

15 

67 . 1 S3 

46 

as great as last year" 

i 




Atlanta coach Lenny 


Central Division 

Wilkens said. “Chicago is 





the champion. Give them 

> 

\V 

L Pet 

Gh 

the respect their due. You 





can compete with them. 

YZ-Chicag$f 

69 

13 .S41 

- 

though. The gap is more 

X- Atlanta ^ 

56 

26 .0X3 

13 

experience than anything.” 

: X-Detroit 

54 

2S .659 

15 

Injuries to NBA 

X- Charlotte 

54 

2S .659 

15 

rebounding champion 

Cleveland 

42 

40 .512 


Dennis Rodman and lop 

Indiana 

34 

43 .47b 

3ri 

reserve Toni Kukoc plus 

Milwaukee 

33 

49 .402 

36 

improvements by top 

Toronto 

3ft 

52 366 

39 


rivals have removed some 
of the aura from Chicago 
despite a 69-13 season. 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


second-best in NBA histo- 


Midwest Division 

ry. 

Make no mistake. The 

j 

\V 

L Pci Gh 

Bulls are favoured to cap- 




ture their fifth NBA crown 

YZ-Uiah 

h4 

IS .7S0 - 

in seven years. But the\ 

X- Houston 

57 

25 .695 7 

coasted home this year. 

X -Minnesota 

41) 

42 .4SS 24 

losing three of their final 

Dallas 

1 • 
»■» 

5S .293 40 

four regular season games 

Denver 

21 

61 .256 43 

rather than trying to match 

San Antonio 

20 

62 .244 44 

their all-time record. 

Vancouver 14 

6S 

.171 50 

■‘We folded under the 

1 



intensity at the end of the 


Pacific Division 

schedule," Chicago coach 

V 



Phil Jackson said. “We had 

« 

W 

L Pet Gb 

to play six games in eight 

1 * 



days and it took its roil. We 

: Y-Seatile ’ 

57 

25 .695 - 

were trying not to bum 

X-LA Lakers 

56 

26 .683 t 

ourselves out. 

| X-Portland 

49 

33 .59S S 

“We knew we had to 

1 X-Phoenix 

40 

42 .4SS 17 

save something at the end 

; X-LA Clippers 

36 

46 .439 21 

of the season. We will step 

Sacramento 

.34 

4S .415 23 

it up during the playoffs. 

Golden State 

30 

52 .366 27 


reach another level. We 
know this could be the last 
time people see this team 
together.” 

Jackson, Rodman and 
Jordan are all one one-year 
contracts and Scottie Pip- 
pen’s pact expires after 
next season. Victory this 
year could prompt a three- 
peat bid next year. A play- 
off loss could see the Bulls 
broken up. 

“Are we vulnerable? I 
don’t know" Jackson said. 
“We had injuries last year. 
We survived that and came 
into the playoffs ready to 
play. In the playoffs we’re 


: X — Ginehed Playoff Berth 
Y — Clinched Division Title 
Z — Clinched Conference Title 


extremely fifie tuned. We 
have to stand on our histo- 
iy." 

Jordan won a record 
ninth NBA scoring crown 
but his 29.7-point average 
was the lowest of his tide 
totals. Rodman won the 
rebound crown with 16 a 
game but missed 27 games 
due to injuries and suspen- 
sions. 

“The possibility is they 
could be had in a game or 
two somewhere along the 


way. because they are sim- 
ply a little more vulnerable 
because they’ve had health 
problems," Miami coach 
Pat Riley said. 

"They started to lose 
games when they were 
hurt. If they had kept their 
health, they’d have won 71) 
again. Losing Kukoc and 
Rodman for long stretches 
overloaded the other 
guys." 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 

699634, 684311 


NEW UNFURNISHED SINGLE VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Kheldah— 340 sq.m.+ 67sq.m. - near Victoria 
College. Consists of 3 big bedrooms, salon, 
dining room, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, sitting room 
with fire place, study room, central heating, 3 
entrances, super deluxe finishing. 

Rent: JD 15,000. 

Tel: 601092, from 9 a.m.- 12 noon & 4-7 p-m. 



"GIPSY KINGS' 

ARA 


, <$£ 



Ghadeer Rent A Car 

Unique Services And 
Very Competitive Prices 

Daily $20 
Monthly $500 
Yearly $5,000 

A variety of modern cars. 

Babylon Tower Hotel, Shmeisani, 
Converging Syndications Str. 

Tel.: 700481-700489, Fax: 700498 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

356 sq.m., fully furnished apartment in West Amman (Tla'a ; 
Al Ali - behind Al Assaf Gas Station). Consists of 3i 
bedrooms (one master with private bathroom and closet), 3 
bathrooms, dining, living, salon halls, laundry.central 
heating, telephone line. Suitable for embassy personnel. 
For seriously interested, please call: 
5536885,Telefax: 695585 
Dr. S. Abu Romeh, M.D. 


Executive Secretary Wanted 


Travellers International 

Tour and Travel Co. 

is seeking an 

Executive Secretary 

with the following qualifications 

Excellent command of the English 
language. 

Minimum of 5 years experience. 
Excellent Computer skills. 


jplicants can fax their C.Vs 
to Ffex #: 635331 . or could apply in 
person by calling for an apointment 
Tel. 631163/64 


Our client. a Indfexe maiuiUctuitng company, ■auu to olrcacuim ns mike Una actwtues. Tc participate tat mnovaUiift Hid dwclaplaft roar 
krOOg projects and Ideas, the company wants to recruit a 

Assist. MARKETING MANAGER 



+Rept^i^W8ie^^S 






A regional office of an international company is seeking to employ 
a seif-motivated and aggressive candidate lor i key 
COMMERCIAL postion in fts Projects D hrison. The mWmum 

qualifications required are: 

• _S.Sc. Business Administration or equivalent from a US or UK 
recognised university. 

■ PC Bterate (Windows 95, MS Office, Emal, etc,) 

• Excellent comm an d of written and spoken English and Arabic 
languages. 

• Good communication and people skate. 

• Abffity to work long hours is a must 

■ Minimum 2 years co mm er ce experience. 

• Some travel may be required. 

IMPORTANT - Candidates net meeting ALL the above 
qua5ficatkjns need NOT to apply, AH applications will be treated 
as CONFIDENTIAL and should be sent before May I - , 1997 to: 


MANGER' y y X’" 

,p.<X Bot 7675, Ajmnaa 111 18* 

*9616 


JOB Profile 

The Assist. Marketing Manafirr has the re 
jpooslbiliry for our eltenfr overall operation 
>1 and uctlcal objectives. Her/Hls tasks air 
among others to revtur and update our cli- 
ent's marketing plan, propose new business 
arras and to develop a staff training program 
lor the oar rival clients' sales and m&rkeUns 
suit. The Assist. Marketing Manager refers w 
the Sales and Marketing Director 


PERSONAL Profile 

The Applicant has 

• j relevant university degree 

• .i post-qualitrtng education t= markroag 

• an above average underswnrUng tor snUO- 
cultural aspects 

« at bast 5 jraj* espencnce in marketing 

• hlfihtr inteUgcRt 

• age between ZB and 35 yrara 


a 


Employment Conditions 

A salary package «111 be oarrr-) to salts!)' 
ifiallttcatlcns and demands 

Start of rmplojravni as last as possible 


wnnen applicaiton to: Human Resources DMsion. CONCEPT for Consultancy, P.O. ttfe*3i sta. Amiran I naS 
All applies Oorts win tv dealt with in stive co&fldrnee. Our client «l& only be lolonacd about the application upon 
agreement beerem the applicant snd our HR DMsion. . 

^ g - 



Our client b a well established garment producer. The company la trading locally and sucomahiUy exporting their roUrcUona world- wide. 
The organua thm wants to employ a professional | 

Style Office Co-ordinator 

JOB Profile 

The SO Co-ordtnalor prepares our clients ini- 
tial seasonal collection. She /Hr has the re- 
sponsibility for the collections air on par wtih 
the tzucrnabonal fashion trends She/Hr 
secures that the collections are mixed with a 
competitive advnntajp. underlining our cll- 
0»> of a LIFE STYLE garment produc 


PERSONAL Profile 7 

The Applicant has 

■ a relevant theoretical backpcund 

• a post -qualifying education in decs* 
and/or garment 

■ experience m planning, delegation 
and control 

• good English and Arabic 
GOmmunicsUon alalia 

• common sense 

• age b e t w een 25 and 32 years 


Attractive Conditions 

Our chen? oilers on occJUng and chullenOng 
job tn a comp any with an mtemsuonal at- 
mosphere 

Salary in accordance with the puslUon’a dr 
(sands and Ulc riKtessful applicants ipndL'i 
cations 


Wmim application tex Human Resources Division, CONCEPT lor ConSufan=y, P OZflox«51 564. Amman 1 1 185 
All application* will be dealt with In strict confidence. Our client wifi only be info rm ed open agreem en t betw e en 
(he applicant and our HR Division. 







Central Bank drafts aggressive 
regulations to attract investors 
and hard currency into Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T..1 — The 
Centra] Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) on Tuesday finalised 
draft regulations on foreign 
exchange, set to ease restric- 
tions on investments in for- 
eign currency, free pay- 
ments and remove obstruc- 
tions imposed on transac- 
tions. 

The new draft regulations 
no longer restrict foreign 
currency transfers to and 
from the Kingdom. The reg- 
ulations also provide for the 
payment of foreign currency 
transfers to their consignees 
in either Jordanian dinar or 
foreign currency. 

Under the regulations 
licensed, banks shall be 
allowed 10 outflow 
Jordanian currency and 
gold, foreign currency and 
gold, and other foreign pay- 
ment methods deposited in 
their accounts. 

Under the new draft regu- 
lations licensed banks shall 
be allowed to open accounts 
in foreign currencies with 
correspondent banks abroad 
and are obliged to supply the 
CBJ with the names of these 
banks. 

Licensed banks may keep 
up to 15 per cent of their for- 
eign liabilities in return for 


foreign exchange inflow 
into the country, surplus lia- 
bilities should be sold to 
other licensed banks in the 
kingdom or to the CBJ with- 
in one week in accordance 
with the new regulations. 

The new regulations also 
allow licensed banks to run 
investment portfolios and 
joint investment funds in 
foreign currency and to 
trade with foreign currency 
on behalf of their clients on 
the basis of profit margins 
and exchange of assets in 
accordance with the current 

laws and related CBJ notes. 

Licensed banks shall also 
be allowed to conduct 
delayed purchases of unlim- 
ited foreign currency from 
their clients against the rate 
of the Jordanian dinar. 

Licensed banks shall also 
be allowed to conduct 
delayed trade of foreign cur- 
rency to their clients against 
the rate of the Jordanian 
dinar provided that such 
transactions are made to 
cover prices of imports into 
the Kingdom, according to 
the new regulations. 

They shall also be entitled 
to open accounts in 
Jordanian dinar and foreign 
currency for non-residents 


provided they produce a cer- 
tificate proving the client is, 
nonresident in Jordan. 
Withdrawal and transfer of 
amounts of nonresident's 
accounts is not restricted. 

The new regulations stipu- 
late any natural person 
residing in the kingdom 
shall be entitled to open 
accounts at Jordanian banks 
in foreign currency of 
unlimited amounts. 

Legal persons residing in 
Jordan shall be entitled to 
open accounts in foreign 
currency at licensed 
Jor dani an banks provided 
the total amount and its 
interests not exceed the 
equivalent of one million 
Jordanian dinars at any 
given time, amounts in 
excess of JD 1 million 
should be sold to licensed 
banks or to the CBJ. 

Unrestricted withdrawals 
and transfers in foreign cur- 
rency from resident 
accounts shall be allowed to 
cover their current expenses. 

They also allowed the 
export of raw gold from the 
Kingdom provided pay- 
mentsbe reimbursed to 
Jordan through licensed 
banks. 

They also allowed the 


import of all types gold in 
all its forms to the Kingdom 
as well as freedom of move- 
ment of gold out of the 
Kingdom. Moreover, it 

allowed the removal of gold 
equivalent to the foreign 
currency deposited in 

Jordan. 

According to the Director 
General of the Investment 
Bank, Issam Salfiti. freeing 
restrictions on foreign cur- 
rency would encourage for- 
eign investors to invest in 
the Kingdom. “The new reg- 
ulations will attract foreign 
investors to the Kingdom 
and will reassure them that 
they can sell their invest- 
ments any tune they want 
with no restrictions,” com- 
mented Mr. Salfiti. 

Deputy Director General 
of the Housing Bank, Abdul 
Qader Dweik, said the new 
regulations would increase 
the flow of foreign currency 
into the Kingdom and 
restore Jordanians' confi- 
dence in their currency. 
“The new regulations will 
positively be reflected in the 
capital market and will 
increase the inflow of for- 
eign currency into the 
Kingdom,” said Mr Dweik. 


Crown Prince briefs Pakistani 
delegation on peace process 


AMMAN (J.T.l — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday called for doubling efforts 
aimed at overcoming obstacles that 
impede the Middle East peace process 
so that comprehensive and just peace 
can be established to benefit all peo- 
ples of this region. 

Speaking ar a meeting with a visiting 
military delegation from the Pakistani 
Defence College Prince Hassan reiter- 
ated Jordan's full support for the 
Palestinian people in their quest to 
establish their independent state on 
their national soil and in exercising 
their legitimate rights. 

At the meeting attended by 
Pakistan’s ambassador to Jordan, Ali 
Sanvar Naqvi, the assistant chairman 
of the joint chiefs-of-staff of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces for intelli- 


gence affairs. Prince Hassan described 
the Israeli settlements on occupied 
Palestinian territories including 
Jerusalem as illegitimate, pointing to 
the danger which these settlements 
would cause to a just Middle East 
peace. 

Stressing the need for building a 
comprehensive security in all its social, 
economic and humanitarian dimen- 
sions, Prince Hassan emphasised the 
need for regional cooperation in deal- 
ing with issues of common concem. 

In his remarks. Prince Hassan 
referred to the contributions of the 
Jordanian Aimed Forces and the 
Pakistani Armed Forces to the U.N. 
peace keeping forces and called for 
promoting Jordanian-Pakistani cooper- 
ation by maintaining a strategic dia- 
logue. 


Speaking at the meeting, the head of 
the Pakistani delegation expressed 
Pakistan’s appreciation of and support 
for Jordan’s stand and its concern over 
promoting cooperation between the 
two countries. 

Reid Marshal Abdul Hafez Mira’L 
chairman to the joint chiefs-of-staff of 
the Jordanian Armed Forces, received 
at his office the Pakistani delegation 
which is led by Major General 
Mohammad Anwar Khan and 
reviewed the general situation in the 
region, and Jordanian-Pakistani coor- 
dination as well as issues of common 
concern. 

The Pakistani delegation heard a 
briefing on the development of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces in the pres- 
ence of senior armed forces staff offi- 
cers. 


Turkish President Demirel 
urges early general election 


ANKARA (AFP) — President 
Suleiman Demirel on Tuesday called 
for early general elections, saying only a 
fresh legislative vote could bring Turkey 
out of a row between the Islamist-led 
government and the pro-secular mili- 
tary. 

"The key to a settlement for the cur- 
rent rifts is an early general election." 
Mr. Demirel told the private television 
channel Show TV in an interview early 
Tuesday. 

“Unless there is a fresh parliamentary 
election, the rows and tensions are due 
to continue" Mr. Demirel said. “The 
solution is through polls.” 

But Mr. Demirel complained that he, 
as president did not have constitutional 
powers to announce new elections and 
said he did not know if the Islamist and 
conservative-led coalition controlling 
the current parliament would seek a 
fresh nationwide vote. 

Mr. Demirel also called for reconcilia- 


tion between Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan’s government and 
the powerful military, which sees itself 
as the guardian of modem Turkey’s sec- 
ular heritage. The two are involved in a 
bitter tow over the country’s creeping 
Islamisation. 

“Those disguised under Islam should 
never dare to try to change the basics of 
Turkey's system." Mr. Demirel said, 
adding, “also the related ones should 
refrain from hurting the army.” 

“And che others should not hurt the 
feelings of the true Muslims who make 
up 99 per cent of this country’s popula- 
tion," he added. 

Mr. Demirel also said a potential mil- 
itary coup would destroy Turkey’s 
democracy, saying, “you cannot save 
the democracy by destroying it first.” 
The government-army rift has raised 
public fears of a coup by the army, 
although top military commanders have 
ruled out such a possibility. The army 


has staged three coups in Turkey's 
recent history with the pretext of pre- 
venting the state’s destruction. 

Tensions once more escalated last 
week as the commander of the military 
police in eastern Turkey warned the 
Islamist-led government against any 
attempt to undermine the secular sys- 
tem. 

“By exploiting democracy, the 
Islamists are attempting to seize power 
through repression, even by cutting off 
heads as in the case of Algeria,” General 
Osman Ozbek told a public meeting in 
the eastern town of Artvin last Friday. 

This latest upsurge in Turkey comes 
ahead of the monthly meeting of the 
National Security Council (MGK), 
Turkey’s highest advisory body, which 
will take place on Saturday. 

The military-dominated MGK in 
February urged the government to 
implement a plan for a crackdown on 
pro- Islamist radicals. 


WINNIE NEEDS THE MONEY: Soil from the former home of South African 
President Nelson Mandela is on sale by his ex-wife, Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, at 
the house they once shared. Tourists will have to pay $12 a bottle to claim their piece 
of history. The house is one of many 'struggle sites' that form part of a thriving 
tourist industry in Soweto, east of Johannesburg (Reuters photo) 


SPLA says Sudanese peace 
accords a sham; war still on 


NAIROBI. Khartoum (AFP) 
— A Sudanese former rebel 
has claimed that a deal cut 
with the military regime in 
Khartoum can bring peace to 
southern Sudan despite the 
failure to sign by mainstream 
guerrilla leader John Garang. 

Kerbino Kuanyen. leader of 
a breakaway group from 
Colonel . Garang’s Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), said the peace pact 
signed on Monday will meet 
“all aspirations of the south 
Sudanese people," the official 
A1 Sudan A1 Hadith daily 
reported Tuesday. 

Foreign Minister Ali 
Osman Mo hamma d Taha 
said that the accord signed 
with seven rebel factions was 
open to all. including Colonel 
Garang, who has fought since 
1983 to end the Islamist 
north’s domination of the 
mainly animist and Christian 
south. 

The accord with six of the 
factions, splinter groups from 
the SPLA, provided for a ref- 
erendum on self-determina- 
tion in the south after four 
years. No details were given 
on the second agreement 
with a taction from the Nuba 
mountains, another SPLA 
offshoot 

Mr. Kerbino claimed that 
Colonel Garang “is fully 
aware that the war has come 
to a conclusion with all the 
causes for which he has been 
fighting now resolved. 

Mr. Kerbino headed an 
army mutiny and led a batal- 
lion from the southern town 
of Bor into the bush in 1983. 
He was followed by Arok 
Ton Arok. who also signed 
Monday’s accord, and later in 
the year Colonel Garang 
joined the southern rebellion 
and assumed the leadership 
Of the SPLA. 

The SPLA Tuesday dis- 


missed as a sham peace 
agreements signed between 
Khartoum's military regime 
and seven other minor rebel 
factions. 

“We believe the agreements 
are a sham. These factions 
have been collaborating with 
the government since 1991 
and the agreement only for- 
malises that cooperation.” 
Samson Kwaje. spokesman 
for the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) in 
Nairobi, told AFP. 

“The agreements are mech- 
anisms of formally absorbing 
those factions into the 
Sudanese army. They will not 
stop the war.” Mr. Kwaje 
added. 

The accords, signed on 
Monday, between the gover- 
nment and six of the factions, 
splinter groups from the 
SPLA, provided for a refer- 
endum on self-determination 
in the south after four years. 

No details were given on 
the second agreement with a 
faction from the Nuba 
Mountains, also an SPLA 
offshoot 

Sudanese President Omar 
AJ Bashir, who seized power 
in a coup in 1989. also 
announced an amnesty from 
Monday for members of the 
factions who had committed 
crimes fighting Sudanese 
government troops. 

The agreement stipulated 
that Islam is the basis of the 
law in Sudan, although feder- 
al stares could have “special" 
laws, and Arabic is the main 
language ahead of English. 

The SPLA recently 
launched a new offensive in 
the mainly Christian and ani- 
mist south, capturing a string 
of towns from government 
troops. 

Riek Machar signed the 
agreement for his South 
Sudan Independence 


Movement (SSIM), Kerbino 
Kuanyen Bol for the Bahrel 
Ghazal group of the SPLA, 
Arok Thon Arok for the Bor 
group. Topolos Ochang for 
the Equatoria Defence Force. 
Kuaj Mekwai for . the 
Independent Movement and 
Samuel Am for .United 
Sudanese African Parties. 

Mr. Kwaje said SPLA 
forces captured the town of 
Wunrock, a stronghold of 
Kerbino Kuanyen ’s fighters 
in Bahr Al Ghazal state, on 
Monday, inflicting heavy 
casulties on his fighters and 
on government troops. 

Rebels also overrun Togan 
town in the eastern Kassala 
stare on Monday. Mr. Kwaje 
added. 

In the Eritrean capital 
Asmara, an official in the 
Sudanese opposition Umma 
Party said Tuesday that rebels 
had taken 3,000 prisoners in 
government ranks at Yei in 
south Sudan on March 1 1. 

Umma Communications 
chief, Ali Ibrahim Ali, added 
that these men had been per- 
suaded by the opposition 
National Democratic 

Alliance (NDA). of which 
both Umma and the SPLA 
are part, to rally for rebel 
ranks. 

He also said that the Umma 
Party of former Prime 
Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi, 
who was ousted in General 
Bashir’s coup, had held a 
secret conference in Cairo on 
April 18 and 19, but taken 
part in no discussions with 
the Khartoum regime. 

A spokesman for another 
party in the NDA. the 
alliance forces, on Tuesday 
dismissed the Khartoum 
peace pact, saying that some 
of the factions concerned had 
long fought alongside gov- 
ernment Hoops, while others 
had not even been heard of 


Turkish army dominates Kurdish rebels, but civilians pay the price 


DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (AFP) — The 
Turkish army seems to have gained the upper 
hand in its war against Kurdish rebels, but 
local civilians are paying a heavy price for the 
bitter conflict. 

Hundreds of thousands of them expelled by 
the military from their villages in southeast 
Anatolia are living in total misery in this 
regional capital. 

The population of the city has swelled from 
380.1X10 in 1990 to 1 .5 million today, and the 
infrastructure has proved completely inade- 
quate to cope with the influx. 

Forced to abandon their livestock, their 
houses and their fields, the villagers live in 
deplorable shanty-towns with no facilities, or 
crammed into apartments in the poorer dis- 
tricts. 

They suffer from unemployment, malnutri- 
tion and disease. Turks were shocked earlier 


this year when they saw on television dozens 
of women and children fighting in the mud 
for a few sacks of flour, donated by a local 
businessman and thrown from 3 truck. 

Diyarbakir Mayor Ahmet Belgin. estimat- 
ing that half the population lived below the 
poverty line, said the situation was a threat to 
social onder. 

A third of the region’s 9,000 villages and 
hamlets were emptied or destroyed by the 
security forces in operations designed to 
deprive the rebel Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) of support. 

Villages that were spared were generally 
those that agreed to form pro-govemment 
militia against the PKK. which is seeking a 
separatist state in the majority Kurdish 
region. 

Human rights groups heavily criticised the 
tactics of a war which has killed more than 


23,000 civilians, soldiers and PKK guerrillas 
in 13 years. 

Felemez, a farher-of-eight from the 
province of Lice now living in a Diyarbakir 
shanty-town divided by muddy streets and an 
open sewer, was expejjed from his village in 
1995. 

Felemez said that in any case he could not 
return to his home without state aid. ‘1 have 
no livestock, no house and no electricity,” he 
said. 

The money he got from selling his live- 
stock before the village was destroyed by the 
army is now exhausted and be has no job. “I 
just don’t know wbai to do,” he said. T can- 
not carry on." 

Seyfemn Kizilkan. head of the chamber of 
Diyarbakir’s doctors, said diseases linked to 
poverty were rife among the displaced peo- 
ple. 


Cases of typhoid have been noted in 45 per 
cent of families, while the rate of cholera and 
dysentery is around 30 per cent. 
Unemployment stands at 67 percent, and the 
average annual income per head is $204. an 
opinion poll showed. 

The array, meanwhile, claims to have the 
PKK under control without succeeding in 
ending the rebellion completely. 

Necati Bilican, the overall coordinator of 
the struggle against the rebellion, said the 
guerrillas had lost their strength and their 
influence among the population, although 
they still had the support of “a small minori- 
ty” 

They bad been reduced to hiding in small 
groups in the woods and mountains. launch- 
ing ligh tning raids from time to time , and 
many had moved across the border into 
Kuidish-populated northern Iraq, Mr. Bilican 


said. 

Kurdish officials and journalists based in 
Diyarbakir confirmed dial foe army had foe 
upper hand, adding that foe population had 
become tired of foe war. 

Abdullah Akin, head of the local branch of 
foe pro-Kurd People's Democracy Partv 
denied that foe PKK had lost its strength, but 
he admitted that most clashes nowadays were 
prompted by army operations against the 
rebels. 

While such operations continue, die resi- 
denrs of Diyarbakir’s slums have Utile 
prospect of going back home. 

A repopulation project launched a few 
months ago seems unrealistic, with some 160 
villages and hamlets reoccupied so far 

"Swurity considerations" means that this 


Mexican prisoners^ 
use conjugal visits 
to dig tunnel -A 

GUADALAJARA (R) A 
Authorities in Ciutfed 
Guzman in Jalisco 
said they discovered some_ 
of their 70 prisoners 
using conjugal visits'^ 
try and dig their way 
of jail. "It was in the aha 
of conjugal visits,* 
Alfonso Ramirez, secre- 
tary of the city govern- 
ment. told Reuters. 
"There was u small refrig- 
erator and they were dig- ^ 
ging underneath that, but ■ 
they had only gone about 
two metres down." "They 
were scratching up 
against a retaining wall 
shared by a bank," 
Ramirez said. "So we 
suppose chat they were 
trying to go to the bank." 

Canadian boy 
admits cyber terror- 
ism of his family 

ONTARIO (R) — A 15- 
year-old Canadian boy 
has admitted he was 
responsible for months of 
notorious high-tech 
pranks that terrorised his 
own family, police said. 
The boy identified him- 
self as the stalker, they 
said. Debbie Taraai, 
mother of the son the 
media dubbed "Cyber 
Punk." on Sunday apolo- 
gised for Billy’s actions in M 
a statement. Since K 
January, authorities have 
been hunting for 
"Sommy" — the name 
adopted by the boy who 
tapped into the Tamai 
family’s telephone and 
electrical systems. Police 
said he disguised his 
voice electronically and 
cut into phone conversa- 
tions by simply using an 
extension in his bedroom. 

He had eluded two full- 
time officers and as many 
as eight policemen 
assigned to the case. 

Colombian 
tree-planting one 
for the record books 

BOGOTA (R) — More 
than 10,000 trees were 
planted in a single minute 
on a hill overlooking 
Colombia's south-western 
city of Cali in a ceremony 
that should win a place in 
the record books, a 
Bogota's El Espectador r 
newspaper said a total of 
10,720 trees were planted 
on the hill, previously 
adorned only with three 
austere crosses, during 
Sunday's ceremony 
organised by a local eco- 
logical group. "It was the 
world's biggest planting 
in a minute." the newspa- 
per said, adding that 
Guinness Book of 
Records was sure to 
record the event 

Russian firm 
wins order to fly 
elephants to Africa 

MOSCOW (R) — A- 
Russian airline has won* 
an order to export ele- - 
phants to Uganda later 
this year. Marina 
Samokhvalova, cargo 
manager of Transcharter 
also said the firm had 
been chosen by British- 
based Aircraft 

Management Services to 
transport four to six ele- 
phants from the Sl 
P etersburg zoo to the 
Ugandan capital 

Kampala. She said the - 
elephants would be used . 
in the making of a BBC 
documentary" film. She 
did not say why the BBC 
had decided to send ele-.. 
phants from Rpssia to an. 
African country'. The ele- 
phants will be transported A 
in containers on ’4® " 
Antonov AN- 124 jet in. 
September, she said. . 







